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ANNUAL REPORT 


LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 


Garvrerates,—I have the honour to submit to you the 
following Report on tho Public Schools of this city, for the 
year 1865, 


Inall probability, our School population like our general 
poptlation, has not much increased during the year. Our 
aggregate School attendance has slizhlly exceeded that of 
1864, and our average registered monthly attendance bas 
somewhat increased ; but our average daily attendance, 
especially during the last four months ofthe year, bas been 
Aiminishod by an unusual prevalence, first of summer 
‘complaint, and afterwards of meusles, ‘more particalarly 
‘among the younger papils. The extreme precaution which 
is taken in our schools agaivst the eprend of aay infectious 
siokness, often operates to our disadvantage in the matter 
of attendance, as no member of « family in which such 
sickness is known to exist is allowed to come to school, 





while many parents are perhaps needlessly unwilling to 


send their healthy children, lest they should suffer from 
fnteroourse with thers 


tis porhaps necessary that, as in former reports, I 
should again remark on the unfairness of those persous 
who, in dealing with our school slatisties, lay undue stress 
‘on the comparison of our aggeegate registered number of 
pupils with the number in daily average attendanee, ‘The 
‘aggregate number ineludes for the year 1865, 800 pupils 
‘whose names have been entered on more than one school 
inthe course ofthe year. It also includes many who Jett 
the eity after but a few days attendance at schoo), several 
‘who have died, ad others who entered when the year was 
nearly ended. |The average registered monthly aitendance 


nd the average daly attendance may be properly and 
usefully compared ; and if, for the year 1865, that 
‘comparison is not so favourable as for the year 1864, the 
probable cause of the disadvantage may te found ia the 
wide spread sicknoss referred to above 


In the month of February, the Standing Committee on 
Sitesand Buildings, under anthority ofthe Board, completed 
the purchase of the fourlotson Elizabeth and Sayer Streets, 
‘on which it was proposed to erect @ school building, which, 
it was hoped, would effectually relieve the pressuro that 
is alll felt in the Louisa Street School. ‘The impossibility 
‘of providing desk accommodation for the ebildren in the 
Centre Street School, the more forward pupils from which 
rust therefore be either allowed to wander on the strets, 
or transferred to other schools, the nearest of which, that 
at Louisa Street, is already overcrowded, renders the 





provision of ether seboo! aoommodation in the north-west 
portion of Saint John's Ward a matter of no small impor- 


The High Sehoot question has been again and earuestly 
discussed in the course ofthe yeur. So fara the interests 
‘of boys are concerned, it seems to have heen set at rest 
hy the recently enacted Grammar School Law, which, as 
explained by the Chief Superintendent of Education in is, 
circular addressed to Mayors of ities, provides that_ the 
Grammar School shall become, what itought to be, a High 
ool for the City—an intermediate school between the 
mumou Schools anil the University, ~preparing pupils to 
tmatricalae into the University either in Ais or Law, oF ia 
he departmeutof Civil Engineering, providingfor intending 
‘surveyors their preliminary education, aud imparting the 
her branches of an English aud Commereial Education 
p youths whose parents do not wish them to study 
Greck or Tati." No Public High Schoo! education for 
girls yet exists in this city, the action taken by the Board 
of Schoo Trusees in that dizecticn, as reooded in. my 
Report for 1864, having been disapproved by the 
Couneil, and uot enforoed by the Board 


A careful visitation ofthe several City Schools was made 
by the Committee on School management, which began on 
‘Tuesday, April 4th, and ended on Monday, April 10th, 

results of which were on May Sra submitted by the 
Committee to the Board in a three-old report, the i 
prt of which wasentitled “general”; the second,"“detaile’ 
and the third, special” 
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On July 19th, the Committee of the Whole reported as 
follows: * That the Standing Commitiee on School Manage 
tment are entitled to the best thanks ofthis Board for thelr 
report, No, 5, and for the carefal visitation recently made 
by the Committee to the several city schools; and that 
said report be lad on the table ;” which was eartied, 


A copy of the generat” report ofthe committe will be 
found in this report, under the heading" Special mattors 
worthy of record.” 


On Tune 28th, Mr. Brooko, a member ofthe Board, gave 
notice that he would move for the appointment of a select 
Committee of five members to report to the Board 


1. Whether the atlendance at the Common Schools of 
this city has kept pace with the population since their 
establishment in 1844 


2, Whether the character ofthe attendance has or bas 
not deteriorated? 


8, Whatis the eost per child to the city under the present 
arrangement, (the same to be stated according tothe res- 
pete existing divisions of Primary, Intermediate and 
Senior)? 


4, Whether, in view of the present depressed state of 
the finances of the city, some change cannot bo made inthe 
administration of the schoola, by which considerable saving 
may be effected consistent with efioiency 
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On July 19th, Mr. Brooke, seconded by Me, Milligan, 
‘moved that Dr. Adams, Mr. Baxter, Mr William Armstrong, 
Hon, Mr. McMurrich, and the mover, be the said 
Comittee 


On November 151, the Report of the Committee was 
submitted, read/and received, aud considered in Committee 
of the Whole. The Committee of the Whole rose and re- 
ported the following resolution :-—'*That the thauks of the 
Board be given to the Select Commitee for the important 
report now presented ; that this committee rise, report 
progress, and ask Teave to sit again ; and that the Local 

erintendent be requested to communicate officially to 
the Board his views on the several matters contained in 
the suid report ;” which was adopted on division, 


‘On December @th, the Local Superintendent submitted 
and read his report, as required, and the same having been 
referred to the Committee of the Whol, on its sitting again, 
by adjournment from the last meeting, the action of the 
Committee of the Whole, nally approved by the Board, 
without a division, was embodied i the followingresolution 


1, * ‘That, in view ofall the evidence now before this 


Board, its not in the opinion of the Board, neeossary or 
expedient to adopt the changes soggested ia the Report of 
the Select Committee 


2, “That, inthe opinion ofthis Board, its of very great 
importance that means be eatly adopted for the education 
fof the many untaught children who are now wandering 
about the streets of our ety; and that it be an instruction 
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to the Commitice on School Management fo ascertain what 
means are practieable, a onder to accomplish that object. 


A copy of the Report of the Special Committe, also 
copy of the Report of the Local Superintendent on the 
tnatlers therein eoutained, will be found under the head 
"Special matters worthy of record 


he military drill of the senior pupils of the several 
schools, for one hour in each eek, was resumed during 
the first week in May, and eontinuedzunti the end of 
November. Its efeets as heretofore, have been uniformly 
beneficial 


‘The Rev. Mr. Boddy has again very kindly furnished 


religious instruction, during one hour on every Friday 


afternoon, to those pupils of the Park School whose parents 
are menbers of the Chureh of Bogland ; and similar good 
twork has been performed by the Rev. Mr. Baldwin at the 


Vietoria Street Sehool, on every Wedueaday afternoon. 


‘To Jesse Ketcham, Bay, thefschools are agnin indebted 
for 265 copies of the New Testament, (in value $23.85,) 
which are wsed in school by those of the senior pupils 
who receive them, while they remain nader onreare : and 
fre taken with them, as tokens of Mr. Ketchams kindness, 
then they leave school 


‘The state of the several School Libraries has fo 
casioned me no little anxiety. On June;7th, T submitted 
to the Board a special report concerning them, a copy of 
which is inserted in this report, ander the heading " Special 
matters worthy of record, 
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MMARY OF SCHOOLS, SCHOOL DAYS, 
TEACHERS, AND ATTENDANCE AND COST 
OF PUPIIS, FOR THE YEAR 1865, 


‘The following sommary shows the number of Schools, 
of days during which the Sehools were open, of Teachers, 
and of Popils in attendance ; together with the entire eost 
of the schools for the year, and the eost per pupil 


1, Neumse ov Sonor. 


The number of Schools was nine, (9,) namely, the Palace- 
street, Geonge-street, Park, Vietoria-stret, Louisa-street, 
Gentresstreet, Jobn-street, Pheehe-street, and Givins! 
street School ; each of which has a separate Male and 
Female Departiment. 


2, Nowuex oF Sonor, Dave, 


During the six months, ending June 30th 

Daring the six months, ending December 
3st, in which the Sammer holidays 
were indaded === 


Toul - + 


3. Newuee ov Texoma, 


There have been employed hy the Board daring the 


Head Masters 
Male Assistant 
Head Mistrestes 





Senior Female Assistants 
Tanior Female Assistants = 


‘N.B—Ten Female Teachers have also been occasionally 
‘employed, on account of the sickness of any of the regular 
‘Teachers. 


For particlars, see Appendix I. (Table A.) 
4, Noumen of Porits 


‘The aggregate number of pupils entered on the R 
of the several Sehools, daving the year, was, 
Male ata 
Females 
Total, 


Increase, as compared with 18¢4,—176. 


N.B—For particulars, see Appendix I. (Table B.) 


(Of these there attended as follows, viz. 
Less than 20 days, 
From 20% 50 
50 to 100 
« 100 to 150 
* 1500 


‘Total, 


N-B—For analgsis, see Appendix L (Table ©.) 
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‘The following is the number of pupils who were trans 
ferred to any school from any other of the City Schools, 


during the year 1805, snd whose names appear on the 
register of more than one school 


The average 


Males, 
Females, 


‘Total, 


Increase, as compared with 1864,—120%, 


N.B—For particulars, see Appendix I. (fable D.) 





u 
The average of average monthly attendance was, 


Males, = sale 
Females 11255 


Der 
Increase, as compared with 1864, 


N.B—For particulars, see Appendix 1, (Tables D. and 
B) 


© daily attendance was, 


Dectease, as compared with 1864,—149, 
‘The avorage attendance of pupils were, 

Males, 

Females, 

Tolal, = 

Toerease, as compared with 1864,—69, 
‘The average hall-day absences were, 

Males, 


Females, 


Tota, 


Increase, as compared with 1864,—t 





uw 
‘The average late attendances wore 


Males, Bua 
Females, . 


‘Tota, 
Increase, as compared with 1884, 


The smallest attendance, on any one day, ia the several 
Sehools, during the year 1865, was, 


Palace-strect, July 120, 56 


George 237 


Sohncstreet, Jan, Mth 
Pharbe “July 12th 
Givins’ Jan, 6th, 


Smallest attendance in 1504, 

Tn seven of the Schools the smallest attendanee was on 
the 12th of July ; iu one, on January 4th, the day on 
‘hich the Schools were re-opened, after the Winter hoi- 
ays ; and in one, on January 5th 


‘Tho largest attendance at the several Schools in the 
year 1805, was, 


Palace-strest, April 12h, = 11592207 
George May Let ish a3 
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The Park, March 20th, 
Vietoria-ste 

Lonisa 

Centre May Se, 

Joba April 3d, 

Phabe Sune 12th, 
Giving’ + Sept, 13¢h, 


16 
Largest attendance in 1864, 1464 


Tho largest attendance at the several Schools ranged 
from March 20th to September 13th, and ooearred in one 
instance in March ; in two instances in Apel ; im four in 


May ; in one in Jone, and ia one in September 


5, Coan oF man ScHoots, 


[Regarding the total cast of the Schools for the year 
as $26,148.80, then the cost per pupil, caleuiated 
as per aggrogate number of pupils 

mas, $4 62 
As per aver 

was cae - oul 
AAs per average daily attendance, was - 1 


Should we, however, deduct from the gros estimate, the 
ammual interest on sites, buildings, and furniture, nam 
356.80, then the dlferenes, $21,002.00, will 
net cost of the Schools for the year 1865, which will be 
only $9.37 per pupil, in average daily attendance 


NB See also Appendix I. (Table HL) 
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Tl, SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION. 


Subjects of instruction, and number of Pupils engaged 
at some time during the year in the study of each 


Tn Reading, namely, 
First National Reader 
Second 
‘Third 
Fourth 
Filth 


In Arithmeti 
English Grammar, 
General Geography, 
Canadian Geography, 
Writing, (vot including writing on slates,) 
Book-keoping, ‘ 
Mensuration, 
Algebra, 
Geometry, 
Natural Philosophy, 
Vocal Mase, 
Linear Drawing, 
Needlework, (Girl 
For particulars, see Appendix I. (Table F}) 


MIL SCHOOL BOOKS IN USE. 


‘The books used have been the National Readers ; 





18 


Sullivan's Spelling Book Supersedod ; Sangster’ Elemen- 
lary Arithmetic; Leunie's English Grammar ; Sollivan’s 
Introduction to Geography ; Campells School Geography 
and Atlas ; Edwards’ Sommary of English History ; The 
National Book-keeping ; ‘The National Mensuration ; 
Colenso's Algebra ; and various editions of Encid’s 


All the Schools are amply provided with Blackboards 
and Maps 


IV, SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
The number of volumes in the Schoo! Libraries, at this 
date, is— 
Male Depart 
Female Departments 
Total, - oe 


‘The number of volumes taken out during the year, was, 


Male Departments ‘ 
Female Departments = 


Toll, z 


‘or paticalars, see Appendix I. (Table G) 


Y. LECTURES. 


‘The Anonal Lecture, required hy law, was delivered by 
the Local Superintendent, in each of the six large School. 
houses and in the Palaee-strect School-houso, daring the 
latter part of October aud the earlier yart of November. 
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‘The subject was Our City Schools; with remarks on 
certain recently published mis-staements concerning 
them.” "The attendance was better than usual, and the 
Leeture was favourably received. 


VI. EXAMINATIONS. 


The three usual Examinations yore held ia the course 
ol the year, namely, the Combined Examination of pupils 
selected from each Division of each Department of the 
several Schools and the Summerand Winter Examinations 
ofall the Schools, 


1 itt commis mxAanKATIONS 


‘This Bxamination took place, by onder of the Board (on 


the recommendation of the Committee on School Manage- 


meat.) at the Vietora-atreet School-hoase, on Monday, the 
17th of July. The examiners were the Rev. Wan. Greg, 
M.A., and the Rev, A. Wiekson, LL.D, Head Master of 
the Toronto Grammar School, As on former similar 
‘occasions, the pupils examined were three individaals from 
cach division of each departaent, male and female, ofthe 
several sohools, selected hy their respective teachers for 
their general profcieney combined with unilormly good 
‘onduct, and approve by the Local Superintendent, 

were classed, for the purpose of examination, a 

the Divisions to which they. be 

schools, as First (or Junior) Second (or Intermediate, ) 
and Thied (or Senior.) There was an exception (0 this 
arrangement, in the case ofthe Female Departments of the 
ark and John-street Schools, each of which consists of 





bat two Divisions, Senior and Junior.) the pupils of the 
Senior Divisions of which were, therefore, examined as 
‘ganstench other in Third (or Senior) Division work. 


‘There was another exception, in the case of the Palace 
street and Givins’-street Schools, which also have only 


two Divisioos each (Senior and Junior) in either Depact 
‘ment, but the pupils of the Senior Divisious ofthese Schools 
were not only examined as against each other, but also as 
aginst the senior papils of the larger Schools 


The Examination was partly oral, and in part was eon- 
ucted by ieans of printed questions, copies of which will 
be found in Appendix TL (A. 


For list of pupils arranged in onler of merit, who, on 
the recommendation of the Examiners, received Scholar 
ships, Prizes, o Cerifcates, soe Appendix: IT. (B.) 


As recommended by the Committee on School Manage: 
rent, it was ordered by the Board, that a Publie Meeting 
for the distribution of Scholarships, Prize and Certifint 

‘of Honour, recommenced by the Examiners, be held in the 
St, Lawrence Hall, on the evening of Friday, July 28th 
the arrangements for which should be similar to those of 
former years. ‘The Mayor of the City, was, a8 usual, 
invited to preside and to distribute the hononrs to the 
successfal candidates, His worsbip however, being un 
avoidably absent from the City, his place was occupied by 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, the Hon. Jobn 
MeMurrich. 
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‘The Common Cooncit of the City having made a grant 


for the year inaid of the County’ Grammar School, the 
Mayor, on bebalf of the Common Cone, was pleased to 
accept, as beneficiaries of the City, seven of the Senior 
ils ofthe City Schools, who were recommended by the 


‘Examiuers forsuch special distinction, and were nominated 
accordingly by the Board of School Trastec 


‘The following is a copy of the report of the meeting, as 
furnished by the Glote newspaper of Sataray, July 29th, 
hich inclades the Report of the Examiners at the 
Combined Examination. A copy isappended of the Report 
of Dr. Wickson, Rector of the Grammar School, on the 
conduct and progress of the boys under his charge who had 
previously been recipients of City Scholarships 


‘THE CITY scHooLs, 


ANNUAL PUDLIO MERDING. 


A Pablio Meeting for the parpose of reading the Report 
of the Examiners, and for the disteibution of Scholarships 
and other Prizes, to the several popils entitled to receive 
them, took place last evening in the St. Lawrence Hall, 
Upon the platform were the Hon, Mr. MeMurrich, Rev. 
Dr. Ryerson, Rev. Dr. Fuller, Rev. Dr. Willis, Rev. Ds, 





Wiekson, Rev, Mr, Porter, Rev. Mr. Fraze, from England, 
and Messrs, C. W. Cooper, G. A. Barber, ©, R. Brooke, 
W. and R. Armstrong, J. Greenlees, and A. Jardine. 


Hon, Mr. McMonnron, was chosen to preside, In taking 
‘the position, he remarked that he very mach regretted the 
absence of the Mayor from the ety, whose day and plea- 
sure it would otherwise have been to preside upon the 
ecasion, For his own part, he was happy to be able to 
congratulate the citizens of Toronto upon the noble Com- 
mon Schools which they possessed. (Applanse.) They 
had reason to be proud of them, and thankful for them. 
‘Those who were best aequainted with their operation knew 
how to appreciate the great and uoble work which they 
‘were performing for the people, and lor the youth attending 
‘them, ‘The eommon schovlsin Toronto numbered ninein all 
‘Three of them were very large, handsome buildings, well 
ventilated, and the eomfort and eovenience of the pupils in 
every way prosided for. In the Ward of St, Joba they 
had been obliged to resort to the use of an additional 
building to relieve the overcrowded state of Louisa-street 
School, and he believed that if they hed avother school 
house in that populous quarter of the city, double the 
‘number would be in atteadanee that there was at present 
‘Tho number of children attending the common schools of 
Toronto was in theaggregate, 5,550. ‘Tho monthly register 
of attendance showed 8,121, and the average dally attend- 
fanee was 2,400, That did not seem a large number com- 
pared with the population of tho elty, but it mast be re- 
membered, he said, that a large number of children were 
attending the Roman Catholic Separate Schools, besides 
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the numerous private schools that existed in almost every 
portion of the city. The total cost of the schuols for the 
past year had been $26,187, The cost per pupil, taking 
the aguregute number, had been $4.70 ; taking the average 
monthly attendance, $8.89, and taking the averaze daily 
attendance $10.91, The average mouthly attendance was 
the correct basis to take, which gave $8.59 as the eost of 
cdueating each scholar for twelve months. Deducting, 
however, the appropriation towards th interest and sipking 
find for th e e and the $3,000 received 
from Government, and they had §17,720 feft a5 the total 
enst of the year's education to tha city. Every effort was 
being made by the Board of ‘frastees for reducing the 
sill farther, i€ that could be done without inter- 

fering with the efiiency of the Schools, He. should, for 
nself, lke fo see an improvement in one direction, aud 
that was in relation to educating the poor neglected ‘ones 
‘who were daily found upon the streets instead of in the 
School-room. He was not sure that if they eould have the 
power granted them of compelling that class of children to 
altond school, it would auswer 0 enforce that power, 
Decause he thought it might drive an eqaal number out of 
the schools. He thought it would be advisable to have a 
‘combination of the froo and rate-bll systems—a rate-bil 
for those who preferred paying it for the sake of having 
superior schools and free schools for the poor ragged ones, 
He was himself as much as anybody opposed to the com. 
‘mon school system before it became the law of the land, 


Dt as the people preferred i, he had made up bis mind to 
take hold of it, and try to make it as usefal as possible 
He did not approve of any agitation for a ratecbill in 
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opposition tothe present free school system, but thought the 
ight be combined together to much advantage ia Toronto 
Some years ago it was thouzht by leading educational men 
of Toroato, tha it woald be advantageous to have the gram: 
‘ar andeotmon schools more nearly related o each other 
‘Tho gratnmar school, le said, was one of the foar grammar 
schools first established, aud which were, fora Tong period, 
the only ones in the Provinoe. I reevived its support, at 
present, from foar different souroes——from the Government, 
from the County Conc, from the City Corporation, and 
from school fees. With a view of giving the Corporation 
greater interest in the institution, the plan of givi 

scholarships in it as preminmsto thecommonschoo! scholar 

bal beeaadopted. Atfist, fourteen scholarships were 

‘ed, each for one year, but subsequently, in 1860, the number 


twas reduced to seven each year, and the time covered by 
the scholarship extended to two. years, These handsome 
prizes had stirred up both popils and teachers, as was 
fevident from the great progress making in tho selools 
from year to year. ‘The Reotorof the school had given 


very complimentary account of the manner in which those 
papils betiayed themselves in that school, and in some in 
tances, where it was thought to be deserved, the time had 
Deen extended over the two years. In concluding, he 
asked the Seeretary of the Board, Mr. Barber, to read to 
the meeting fist the report of the Reotor with regard co 
the conduct of the buys sent last year, and then the report 
ofthe Examiners of the City Schools. (Applause.) 


Mr. Barber, before proceeding with the reports, r= 
marked, that he had sent out invitations to 125 prominent 





citizens, clergymen, and others, soliciting their attendance 
upon the platform, snd had to regret that other ficial 
utes, o absence from town, had prevented so many of 
them from attending. He then read Rev. Dr. Wickson's 
reportin reference fo the city boys ofthe Grammar Schoo, 
which spoke of their conduct, industry, and. progress in 
flattering terms. He next read the report ofthe examiners 
as fall 


REPORT OF EXAMINERS AT THE COMBINED 
AMINATION OF TORONTO COMMON 
SCHOOLS, 


‘Tho examiners beg to report, that they have examined 
upils selected from the diferent schools, The result 
of tho examination they now submit, 


From thisdivision ity-four pops presented themselves 
for exatsination, OF these, twelve came from Palace and 
Givins’tr hich there are only two 
divisions, taught by These where examined 
guint each other. ‘The pupils from Palace-street excelled 
in arithmetic, ‘Those from Givins”strect in reading and 

Neither did wellin geograghy. ‘The examiners 
econ cates of honoar to he given 
to the following 


Pauzss—1. Jannet Henderson, Givins-strvet, 2 Skane 


Low, Palace Street; Aaa Wright, Givins-steeet ; Arthur 
Boyd, Givins’-stret 





Caurrmicarss—3. Ine MoLanghlin, Palace-streot 
Emma Lane, Palace-steoet 


‘The remaining forty-two pupils came in equal nambers 
from George, Park, Vietoria, Lonisa, Centre, Jobn and 
ruabe-streeis, and were examined orally, like the pre- 


ceding in reading, spelling, arithmetic, and geography’ 


‘The reading generally was very fair; that in George, 
Louisa and Vietoria, the best. ‘The spel 

good ; that ia Centre, Phosbe and George-streets, the best 
“Arithmetic was scarcely 0 good ; Vietoria and Centre 
streets, the best: Geography bat middling ; George-street, 
the 


Jn this department the examiners recommenced that 
prizes and certifentes of honour be given tothe following -— 


Pazss—1. Henrietta Lovallie, George-street, 2, John 
‘Townson, George-street ; Matilda McLean, George-street 
3, Emma Farragher, George street ; John Whiteside, 
Vietoria-street. 4, Thomas Greer, Park 

Paton, Vielorie-street, 6, Henry Brig 

‘John Salter, Contee-streat ; Catharine Robinson, Phorbe- 
street, 


Cunomtearss—8,William Benson, George-streot; James 
‘Thomson, Lonisa-sireet ; Margaret Ross, Centre-atreet. 7 
Sarah B. Tove, Victoris-street ; William Loudon, Centre- 


street ; John Cudbie, Phorbe-strect 
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OF this division, 90 pupils were examined as competitors 


in reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geogra- 
phy and history 


‘The realing was generally vory good Louisa and Phosbe- 
streets, the best. Spelling was generally good, George 
street and the Park, the best. ‘The writing was very good, 
the Park, Victoria, Louisa and Georgestreets, the best, 
Tn arithmetic, thero were grest varieties, the Park and 
Vietoria, the best. ‘The grammar was but middling, 


George and Vietora, the best, Geography was very good, 
the Park, Vietoria and George-street, the best. History: 
good, the Park, Vietoria and Loaisa the best. 


‘The examiners recommended that prizes and certificates 
of honour be given tothe following -— 


Pauss—1, Henry Davis, Park-street, 2, William 
Mouro, Vieloriastreet, 3, Frederick Wood, Park Schoo 
4, John H. Day, George-street. 5, Joseph Dawson, 
Victoria-siect. 6, Thomas M. Sinith, George-street. 7, 
Georgina Winsor, Vitoria, 


Crarntoanss—8, W. P, Elliot, Louisestreet, 0,Lyman 
Miller, George-street, and A. F, Middleton, Lovisastret 
10. Rowland Carter, Louisastteet. 11, Bessie Cline, 
George-strect, and Jemima Robertson, Victoria School 


Of the second division, six pupils from the Park and 
oln-stzeet were competitors, 





all the branches except 
arithmetic as and derivations. The 
Park exc 


18 recommended prizes and cortificates to 
the following 


Pnize.—I, Sirah Hawthorn, the Park School, 2, 
Elizabeth Rye, Park School 


Censiricxrn.—3, Georgina Mortis, Johu-stroet 


Te was 4 that six popils from this division of the 
Palace-street School should be examined against an equal 
rhamber from Givins”street. ‘The latter pupils were found 
to be fully equal tothe senior pupils fom the other schools, 
"The Palace-street pups were therefare left to be examined 
by themselves, They did well in reading, writing and 
spelling, but not so well inthe other branches, 


The examiners recommended prizs 
following »— 


Paras.—I, John Treloar, Palace-street, 2, W.S. Gil, 
Palace street 


he subjeots of examination inthis division were reading, 
writing, spelling, definicions and derivations, arithmetic, 


grammar, geography, history, meastration, algebra, and 
geometry, ‘The senior pupils of Givins’street School, in 
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which there are only two divisions, were sent to be 
examined as against those of the Palace-street School, 
similarly stnated, but having, notwithstanding supposed 
disulvantages, aoqeilted themselves not less creditably 
than any other school, are elassed with the rest 


"The reading ia most of the schools was very. fait—that 
in George, Victoria, and Louisa, the best, Jennie Spink, 
of Geonge-street, was the best reader, The writing was 
very good—that in Victoria and Phobe, the best. ‘The 
est specimens were those of James Matthew, Givins! 


street ; James F. Marshall, George-street ; and James 
Rogers, Phobe-streot. Spelling was remarkably good— 
Givins’-troct and the Park, the best, With few exceptions 
the answirs in definitions and deriv ot very 


good. Iuarithinetic there were great Louisa 
and Geonge-stroets, Grammargenerally not very 
ria, the best, Geo 
George,” and Louisa, th 
History wa:very foir-—Lonisa, Givins, and the Park, the 
best 


In tho doprriments of mensuration, algebra, and geome- 
try, the girls yere not expected toanewer, Some of them 
however, wrot good papers on Algebra. The papers of 
the boys in mesuration wore not good. Many in algebra, 
swore exoellont~George-street ani Givins’atreet, the best, 
James Wardlaw of George-street, and James F. Mitchell 
‘of the Park, did all the questions, Iu geometry, also, 
many did very vell—Givin and the Park, the best 
Tames F. Mitchel, of the Perk, and William H. Dean, 
‘and Jobn G. Keler, both of Givins'-street, did all the 
propositions. 
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It was remarked in last year's report, that on the whole 
the answering ofthe girls, inthe departments in which they 
were examined, was decidedly superior to that ofthe boys 
This year, the boys and gitls have answered about equally 
well.” William H. Deu, of Givins'street. obtained the 
greatest number of marks ofall the pupils 











In this Division the Examiners recommend that Scholar. 
ships, Prizes, and Certificates of honour, be olfered to the 





following — 
Seno. (Boys) —1, William H, Dean. Gi 
street. 2, Job G. Keeler, Givins-street. 3, David 


Elder, George-strect. 4, James F. Marshall Geonge- 
street 5, James. Michell the Park, 6, Tames Matthew, 
Givins-street. 7, James Wardlaw, George-steet 








Csarietoarts o” Hoxorn. (Boys)-8, Frederick Manly, 
Viotoria-street, 9, John H. Curran, the Park. 10, 
William Lovell, Lonise-strect 


Nore —The Examinershave learued that ‘ames Matthew 
‘would prefer a prize to ascholarship, Shoild he continue 
in this pnrpose, the Examiners reeommendthat a prize be 
sziven to him, and that a scholarship, iastad of a prize, be 
offered to Frederick Manley, whose’ ansve 

creditable, 












Patzes—I, Maria Jones,Pharbe-stree, 2, Jennie Spink, 
George-strect. 3, Christina Kenney, Louisa-street. 4) 
‘Margaret Matthew. Givins-street. 6, Elta Harney, Louisa 
street. 6, Henrietta Williams, Viewriastreet. 7, Susana 


Foster, Louica-strect 
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Cenrmmicares—8, Mary Maugham, Vietoriastroet. 9, 
Augusta Roddy, George-street. 


‘Tho Examiners havo to observe, in conclusion, that there 
seems to be a general improvement in the answering of 
the pupils, especially on the part ofthe boys 


As on previous oocasions, they derived valuable 
susistance from the Rev. James Porter, the Local Super- 
intendeat, 


WILLIAM GREGG, AM.) 
ARTHUR WIUKSON,LLD., § Examiners 


Toronto, July 19, 1865, 


‘The report was received with applause, and the distr- 
bution of the scholarships, prizes, and honour cards was 
then provveded with, the pupils being called upon the 
platform in groups, apcording to the reward to be given 
Tn presenting them the chairman addressed tothe recipients 
appropriate remarks, ealealated to urge them on t still 
‘greater attainments andhononrs in theie studies nd through 
life, Ttwasa most pleasing sight toa dsintorested beholder, 
aud one highly gratifying to the parents and friends ofthe 
girls and boys, to see them come forward to the platform, 
‘one by one, as their names were called, in full view of the 
whole assembly, to recsive their prizes, and march of with 
them to their seals amid the applause of tho audience 
‘The books distributed were sll got up in most handsome 
style and many oftheir reeipients exhibited the value they 
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attached to them by taking them at onco to thei fiends ia 
the audience for examination. On the girls side of the 
ball, one of the most valuable prizes was carried off by a 
young lady of African descent ; aud on the other si 
lite boy trom the Protestant Orphan's Home, ovenpied 
honourable place amoug the prize takers. ‘The interesting 
ceremony concluded, the chairman introduced 


Rev, De. Wants, Principal of Knox's College, who 
expressed himself as having been so much grated and 
interested withthe proceedings tha he lad almost forgotten 
his purpose of remaining only three-quarters of au hout, 
in order to be present at anotler meoting, and was there 
still, It was ono of the most pleasant evenings, to him, 
that be ever spent in the city. Three or four classes of 


people, atleast, had heen made happy by the proceedings 
of the evening.” Thore were, in the est place, the young 
people, whose happiness no one could doubt,’ Secondly, 
ther parents and friends thirdly their teachers, and fourth 
ly, all others connected with the common school syste of 


edacation in an official manner in the city, such as the 
Chairman, the Superintendent of Education, the Local 
Superintendent, the School Trustees, e. He had himselt 
attended some of the examinations, and bad been gratified 
with the attention paid to orthography. When he first 
‘came to Canada, he was very much struck with the want 
‘of proper education in orthography. It was a great bloss- 
ing to be able to read Goi’s Word, and he trusted the 
children would not fail to read that book often, and seek 
to tur the information they had acquired to good purpose, 
Jn endeavouring toleave the world better than they found 
it Te bad been charged that many pupils of the comuoa 
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schools bad taraed out badly, but he thought that in every 
fase that would be found the’ exception, and not the rule. 
(Applause ) 

Rev, Dx, Rrancox, was next called upon, and said be 
was sorry that so many who would have taken pleasure in 
being present, bad been prevented from attending, The 
chairman rematked that besides the common schools thore 
were numerous private schools, to which he would add, 
that there was the Grammar Sehool and the Upper Canada 

e, and the Model Sehool, ali of which took part in 
‘oronto. He ealled attention to 

the fut, that it was competent for the people of every 
Tocality to determine for themeelves whether they would 
have the common school system, oF, after adopting it, 
whether they would have rate-bill sehool, ‘There was 
fone town in Canada that as never adopted the common 
school system, and i¢ now desired to adopt it, bat throng 
ome provision ofits Act of Incorporation, it could not do 
0 without a special aet, Almost everything in reference 
to education was in the hand of the people, no application 
to the Goverament being necessary. AS to prizes, bo 
took pleasure in saying that during the past two months, 
upwards of twenty townships had sent sums of from $5 to 
$20 to him for prizes, to bo distributed at competion 
hildren of the whole township, and he 

‘was happy to see thatthe same principle was being adopted 
Insome counties He congratulated the city of Toronto 
that they had gdopted the plan, and found it work so well, 
of appealing to the love of approbation of the children—a 
principle lying deep within the homan constitution, aud 
feted upon in all the colleges, in military life, and in all 
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well regulated families. Tt was to be remembered, that 
these prizes wore given for general progress in all th 
branches of education, and not for what was called mere 
ook reading. Every competitor had to be diligent 
punctual, and ofgood general character. It wasalso worthy 
fof remars, that these principles applied equally to al elassen 
of people, high oF low, rich or poor. Tt was the same feel- 
ing that led the soldiers of England to scale the heights of 
Alma, that was appealed to in the granting of those prizes 
The more this feeling was appealed to, awakened and 
properly directed, the more would society ‘be elevated to 
what it ought (0 be, It had helped materially in raising 
the standard of general education ia Canada, under the 
common school system. Canada. was mach in advance of 
the mother conutry in her school system, All that could 
bo done in England was through denominational channels 
‘He was thinkiug that ifevery corporation in England, were 
tocoutrive to afford encouragement to the educational 
interests of England, euch an improvement in. educating 
the masses could soon be made as bad been made in Canada, 
Within the past fow months he had sent out not les than 
18.000 volumes, to bo distributed as prizes throughont the 
‘country schools of Canada, He hoped that they would all 
try {0 adopt the principle of not depending on mere. hook 
learning, bat educating the whole mind, and leading. the 
pupils t0 think. In conclusion, he would say that they 
hnad on the platform a gentleman, the Rev. Mr, Fraser, who 

depated by the English Goverament to visit Canada 
in the interest of improving middle-class education in 
England, fom whom, if he would be kind enough to gratily 
them, he was sure the audience would like to hear 
(Applause) 
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Rev. Nn, Frasmn said that at the urgent solicitation of 
his friend, Rev, Dr. Ryervon, he had consented to make a 
few remarks. He had been sent to America by a com- 
rission appointed by the Queen, to inquire into and, if 
possible, improve the system of schools for the edueation 
fof the sons and danghters ofthe midle-clases of England, 
"Those schools were at present in a very unsatisfactory 
condition, Some ofthem were Grammar Schools founded 
two hundred years ago, ia which very little improvement 
pon old methods had taken place. Another class of 
schools was supported by joint stork astociations, anda third 
were denominated Private Venture sehools, He had been 
bt a week in Canada, but had spent three months in the 
United States, in different parts, examining the working 
of their school systems. He found his visit here rather 
jnopportane, on account of the vacations, and was afraid 
hhe woold only have a month to spend in the Provinee 
It was his intention to he present at the Provincial Teach- 
ers’ Asociation, which commences in tis ityshortly,and to 
visitas many ofthe schools throagh the country as 

Hee thonght the expense of edncating the youth of 

very light, after having come from New York, where it 
was $20 per scholar, Knowing something of the cost of 
other descriptions of echools, he could say that, to him, the 


expense of the common school edocation seemed very 


light. Again, in measaring the expenseof different systems, 
‘one must remember the old maxim, that there is a sort of 
economy which is penuy-wise and pound-foolish, which 
looks afer cheese-parings and potato-peelings, and takes 
ho notive of great opeans of waste in other parts of the 
fstablishigent. And, in looking at what their schools cost, 
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they should consider also what they saved in policemen, 


e ) He 
Delieved the efficient masters of Louisa-street and Vietoria 








ls, penitentiaries, poor-hous 


street school, which he had visited y 





terdog, were worth 
neatly a hundred policemen, Another objection to the 
American aud Canadiaa system, which he had heard before 

less gystem, by which 











foming here was, that it was 





it was meant that the teaching of religion was excluded 
from those schools. He must say that he, for one, as a 
clergyman of the Charch of England, did regret that in the 
United States and here, it was not 

diseet religi 





ccsible to intro 
he did uot 
‘but comet 





{caching 
i 
to bring children more under spiritoal influences, and to 
rake them realize their relatio 
Christ their Redeemer, and the Holy uctiler. 
But the blame for the exclusion of religious teaching must 
not be thrown on the school system—it was the Christian 
ld not agree among themselves, 
that must bear the burden and the blame of that. (Hear, 
hear.) it had struck him as a remarkable thing, in looking 
over the report of the Local Superintendent for 1864, 





mean sectarian or even doctival t 








to God their Father 
init their 











‘communities which ¢ 





that even the provisions ofthe law which allowed a very 





considerable proportion of religious instruction to be given 
in their schools, were rarely complied with. And he was 
told asa fect, that, though every school in this eity was 
‘open to the teach on for one hour of 
the week, and that one of the sehoot hours, if they chose to 








x of ministers of relig 





1 oooapy it, there were only two ministers of 


religion in this city who used the opportunity thu 





a laced 


within their reach. He coucluded, therefore, that it was 








not for clergymen, to whom the doots of the schools were 
‘open bat who did not enter them, to turn ronnd 

the system was godless and irreigious.  (Applanse.) 

Fraser went on to remark, that even the mere enltivation 
‘of the intellect was favourable to religion rather than other 
wise, and that if religious diferences did not allow much 
religious teaching to be given in the common school, the 
cnltivation which the intellect of the child received in the 
day school made it more fit for profiting by the instructions 
of the Sabbath School teacher, and the ministrationsof the 
pulpit, He proceeded to express his high opinion of the 
excellence of the Cavadian educational system as a whole, 
some yarts of which he thought might be transferred with 
tudvantage to the mother country, aad concluded with some 
enlogistic remarks on the euengy and ability which had 
been displayed by the Chief Superintendent in beinging it 
to its prosent stato of completencss, He resumed his seat 
amid loud cheers, 


Rev. Dr. Fottex being next called upon, addressed the 
recting briefly. He said he had entered the ball during 


that portion of tho chairman's speech, in which he sad the 
school system had not as yet suceseded in reaching the 
lowest class of the community. Some years ago, when 
visiting the Penotanguishene Reformatory, he (Dr. F.) was 
struck by the fact, of which he was there informed, that, 
cout of 92 inmates of that institution, 72 professed to be 


Protestants, although he knew the country well enough to 
know that the majority of the clas fom which offenders of 
that kind generally came, were not Protestants but Roman, 


Catholies. He felt, therefore, that there must be a 
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deficienoysomewhere in oursystem, in so far as it did not 
reach the lowest clase of the community, and be quit 
agreed with the remarks of the chairman on that point 
‘The Rev. Dr. went on to address some words of encour 
ment to the children, showing that the highest positions in 
the land were open to industry, ability and merit, and might, 
‘be won by the poorest boys uow before im, and was warm- 
ly applanded as be resumed his seat 


‘Tho Cuatucay said he bad received uo other names of 
speakers, but if any other gentleman wished to address the 
rmevting, he would now have an opportunity 


Rev. Da. Ryznsox availed himself of this opportunity 
to allude to a point which he had previously omitted. He 
tnged the importance of having, in a city ike Toronto, a 
High School, in which the common school education might 
be carried to its highest perfection, He thought, for that 
pprpose, one of the Ward Schools might be selected, to 
hich pupils might be drafted from the other schools, and 
carried to @ much higher stage of advancement than could 
be attained in the ordinary common schools 


Mx. 0. W, Coors, barrister, next availed himself of 
the chairman's invitation, Hl spoke of the pleasure it had 


given him to witness the interesting proceedings of the 
fevening, and said he had listened with especial interest to 
the remarks of the Rev. gentleman, from England. He 
particalarized some points in that gentleman's speech, 
‘hich were very suggestive of matter for reflection, par. 
ticularly his observations on religious teaching, which, he 
thought, supplied an effective answer to the position which 





hhadbgen taken by eovlesiastcal bodies on the system of 
Separate Schools 

Mn, R, Anusmoxe, one of the School ‘Trustees, also 
spoke brietly, He claimed for the Board, that they had 
attended well tothe educational interests of the eommanity 
‘nd that they had kept down the expenses as moch 
possible, 


‘The benediction was then pronoaneed, hy Rev, Dr 
Faller, and the meoting separated, 


REPORT OF REV, DR. WICKSON. 


Touoxro Grawnzak Seuoot, 


Tuly 19, 1866. 
‘To the Trustees of the Public School of the City of Toronto 


Guxvriewex,--L beg leave, in soordance with established 
‘usage, to present the folowingreport of those boys formerly 
pupils in the public schools, who during the past year 

tendedthisinstitution, OF those to whom sholarships were 
awarded at the examination In 1868 and in 1864, the 
‘whole number, withthe exception of two, viz : John Brown 
and James Boomer, were present daring the session, and 
in audition to these, Alfred Baker and W. Conlter, sebolars 


of provious yeats, who were kindly permitted by the 
trustees of this school to continue their studies with the 
seine privilege as before the expiration oftheir term, 











0 


Tam happy to he able to rfer to these boys in terms of 





commendation, Several of them maiatained the tromost 
rank in their several classes during the year, and highly 
Aistinguished themselves at the examination, by earryi 
off a goodly share ofthe prizes and honours. 








‘Their condacthas for the most part been very satisfactory 
have the honor to remsin, 


Your most obedi 





ARTHUR WICKSON, ELD. 





‘The usual Summer Publie Examin 
‘Schools, was held on Thursday, the 27th of July, as ordered 
by the Board, The ate the 
morning, but large in the afternoon. At the close of the 
Examinations, the Local Trustees distribated to male 
pupils 12: 


of all the City 








nee of visitors was stnall 








nd to female pupils 122, total 244 Cortiiates 
of Hono larity and punctuality of attendance, 
combined with uniformly good conduet, throughout the 
Session, which began on Wednesday, January 4th, and 
ended on the day of the Examination 














A cummary of the Certificates distributed in the several 
schools will be found in Appendix IT, (C.) 
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‘The Winter Public Examination of the Givins-strest 
School, as ordered by the Board, took place on Thursday 
Dec, Bist, and that of all the other City Schools on 
Friday, Dee, 2nd, There were distributed in the several 
Schools 460 Certifeates of Honour, namely, 214 in the 
male departments, and 246 ja the female departments, 
for regularity and panetality of attendance combine 
with uniformly good conduct, throughout the Session, 
Which boyan on Monday, September 4th, and ended on 
the day of the Examination, ‘The attendance of parents 
tnd visitors was, a2 usual, stall in the forenooa, but much 
‘more numerous in the afternoon, 


A summary of the Certificates disteibuted in the several 
Schools will be found in Appendix IL. (D,) 


twill bo romembered that the Term which precedes 
the Winter Examination is of but four months’ duration, 
‘while that which precedes the Sammer Examination lasts 
for seven months, including the coldest and warmest 
school months in the year. It is evident, therefore, that 
the test of regularity’ and punctuality of attendance is 
rueh more severe in the longer term than in the shorter ; 
‘and hence arises the fact that the Certifeates of Honour 
distributed after the Examinations, are much more nume= 
ous in the winter than in the summer. 











2 
‘VIL. SPECIAL MATTERS WORTHY OF RECORD. 


1. pono 








On February 15th, Mr. Jardine, seconded by Mr 
Greealees, moved as follows: " Resolved, ‘That the Stand. 
‘ng Committee on Sites and Builiings be authorized by 
the Board to complete the arrangements, for the parchas 
{ar school purposes of the four lots on Eliabeth and Sayer- 
streets, Ward of St, Jobn, on the torms offered to this 
Board last year,” which resolution, having pussed the 
Board, has been duly carried into 




















2, oNR ATTENDANCE AT SANBATH SrslooL PIC NTO 


On March 1st, pursuant to notice, Mr, Fardine, seconded 
by Mr. Greenlees, moved, and it was resolved. by the 
Bord, "That the children attending the soveral Publi 
Schools of this City be allowed one day in each year to 
attend Sabbath School Pie Nie partes, in connection with 
the Churehes to which they respective 
being counted absent on that d 














belong, without 


3, RFORP OP VISITATION oF STANDING CoMKINTEE oF 


REPORT No. 5. 
To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Schoot 
Trustees. 


‘The Standing Committee on School Management, having 
recently completed a second Inspection of the several 








43 


‘Schools under the control of the Board, beg to report as 
follows, viz 


First, General Report 


‘The Public Schools of this City were established in 
1844; and have consegaently been i operation 21 years 
Daring this period no oficial general inspection has been 
made by the various Boards, uatil last year. This has 
doubtless had a depressing effect upon Teachers, many of 
‘whom have laboured to the very hest oftheir ability, and 
‘with a conscientious zeal which deserves the commenda- 
tion of the Board and of the publis, in whose service some 
have spent the best portion of their lives, The Schools 
have iudeed been visited at various times by individual 
‘members of the Board, who have, forthe most part, walked, 
throogh the departments, without coming into direct per- 
soual contact with the system. They bave thus obtained, 
itis tee, some slight approciation of the general excellence 
of the syatem adopted, but have not had the opportunity 
of actoally mastering its details, EMorts have also been 
made, at diferent times, to create a spivit of emulation, 
tnd to rouse both Teachors and Papils to redoubled exer 
tions, Uy the establishment of Combined Examinations in 
Which certain Schools are brought into comparison with 
others of the sume grade—by the granting of Certitieates 
fof Honoar and Prizes to successful candidates—by the 
founding of Grammar School Scholarships for the boys, 
‘and. the presentation of these distintions at a public 
meeting, Still, yout Committee deemed that all bad not 
been done that was possible to be accomplished ; and, 
therefore, in May, lst year, as a preliminary step, they 








“ 
Aetermined to mako a combined visitation of the School: 
with the view of ascertaining for themselves the actual 


condition of their trust, ‘The resalt of their observations 
was duly reported t 











the Board atthe time, and subsequent 
sn thereupon 





That Visitation was so beneficial to the Schools and was 
0 interesting, as well as instructive, ta those who took 
part in it, that your Commit 





12 doomed it advisable ti 
renew their efforts in the same direction. The first Visi 
{ation ooeupied thr 

Senior Division 








e entire days, and was eonfined to th 
Dat the V 











tation just concluded has 
‘ceupied five entire days ; it has embraced every division 
in each School, and has been conducted with more deuite 
objects in view,as wells with greater eae sn 





‘There are altogether 9 Schools under this Board ; and 
the Committe found, in aetual attendance, 2,703 pupils 
(an average of 800 fo each building), who are classified 
into three divisions—Primary, Intermediate, and Senior. 











‘The Priaty Di 
Intermediate 
Senior 


ious number, 





‘They are tanght by 40 Teachors, viz, 14 Primary, 10 
Intermediate, snd 16 Senior 


‘The Primary Divisions average to each Teacher... 00 
Intermediate do. do. do. 66 


Senior ao fo, do, 65 

















The Primary, generally into 5, 0 or T clases 
Intermediate © 2 or 8 


1c will be observed that the Primary and Tntermediate 
Divisions compris about three-fourths ofthe whole nnmaber 
‘of Papils; and the efiieney of the Senior Divisions very 
greatly depends upon the training given inthe lower 
Divisions, Hence your Committee deemed it advisable 
fo this occasion to direct their special attention to the 
Primary and Tatermediate Divisions; for i the foundation 
‘ve not well and securely laid, the superstructure cannot 
he substantial. Education may be either mechanical or 
intellectual + tho best education has a proper amount of 
Dott: it should be intellectual from the very bes 
then every step the pupil takes will not only become 
to him, bat will be a constant sourvo of delight 
But no important lesson should be unaccompanied with 
‘auch au amount of mechanical drill as will enable every 
ppupit in each class to master thoroughly every part of 
the subject, in every way ia which it can be viewed, 
whether it he in the fist Book of Reading, or the highest 
proposition in Geometry. No other education than this 
is suitable for teaching en masse and that teacher is 
always the most succesefil who possesses the greatest 
power of patient and unremitting drill. In the study of 
Mathematics this accuracy of drills, fom the very nature 
of the subject, absolutely necessary ; and why should not 
rat, Second, 






































the same principle be applied in teaching the F 
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or Third Books of Reading? Unfortanately, however, it 
is seldom put into rigid practice in teaching the purely 
English branches. The teacher, thoroughly understand- 
ing the subject himsel, is apt to heoome wearied with the 
constant drill required, and too apt to think that by keep- 
ing his pupils back tll every one in the class has mastered 
the lesson in all ite details, parents will complain of the 
slow progress made ; but he should remember that so long 
tas he as an intelligent Superintendent, and a Board of 
Trustees, eapable of appreciating his efforts, he will be 
entirely and fally sustained. Good teaching consists, not 

the amount of work gone over, but in the aceursey with 
which every thing is aequired ; ‘and an examination is to 
be valued aot by the number of lessons gone through, but 
by the aooaraey, readiness and universality of the replies, 
‘These principles were steadily kept in view by the Com 
nittee in the inspection jast now completed : their object 
was, not so much to 
































1e the Schools at their every day 

rs of the lower Divisions 

to put these priueiples more extensively 

the Committee will expect 

‘and to assure them that their elfarts in this 

direction will be properly estimated, and rewanled by 
promotion, 








work, a8 to incite the 


especially into 

















‘To accomplish this object your Committes issued a 
programme, ten days before the inspection, in order to 
allow time to the Teachers ofthe First and Second Divisions 
to create a model for their own fatare imitation, and as a 
test oftheir individual ability. OF eourse the Committee 
are well aware that the classes examined in the lower 
Divisions, having been prepared with more than usual 





a 


care, exhibited a condition far in advance of the sual 
training given ; but the Committe trast that the Teachers 
will atleast aim to introdcs the same intalleotual aystem 

far ns possible in every class, being confident they will 
find the time-honoured proverb, “ the more baste the Tess 
speed,” absolutely and universally true ia all matters of 
education. 


Thefollowing is the Programme issue by the Committe: 


T. peiwany xD nsrenarEnians pIvTstoxe 


Lesson Ist, Section 2nd, ofthe Second Book of Reading 
‘and Lesson 4th, ofthe ‘Third Book of Reading, to be treated 
as a Reading and Spelling Exercise, with the meaning of 
the words, aad the sense of the subject; the same lessons 
to be used in each sohool, in the corresponding classes, so 
that comparison may be instituted. ‘The Examination to 
bbe conducted by the Teacher, in presence ofthe Committee, 
1s test ofthe system, the aequirements of the paps, and 
the ability of the Teacher. ‘The Examinations in Avithme 
tic, Grammar, and Geography, will, for the same reasons, 
bbe conducted by the Teacher 


IL. seston vrvisioxs, 


A short Bxorciso in Dictation (not provionsly selected), 
to be used as a test of Spelling and off-hand Writing as 
Reading Lessoa, and a Grammatical and Analytical 
Exerciso, with the meanings and roots of words ; General 
and Mathematien) Geography ; History, from the time of 
Christ to the present time ; Arithmetic, in Fractions, and 
Proportion, simple and compound ; Algebra, as far as 
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‘Simple yaations ; and the First Book of Kuelid’s Geome- 
try. Tho Examination of this division to be conducted 

the Committe. Tho Teachers to have in readiness, 
for Exhibition, the writing books, and any efforts of 
ping or drawing the papils may have made 












‘he Primary and Intermediate Divisions were, according 
to the above programue, examined by the Teacher, tr 
presence ofthe Comite, exept in ove instance, whore 
tho ‘Teacher as sffering from indisp 
CCommition have to express thei entire aid unualied 
satisfaction with regard to the mannor in which the Bxer- 
cises were conducted, except in two fnstancee, which will 
br noticed ina special report. Allonances must be mae 
for a very natral timidity on the part of some of the 
younger Teachers at being required to examine 
the Committe ; a, in some instances, on acount of the 
eppointment of the ‘Teacher. ‘The Examinations 





ion; andthe 
































were conducted with calmness and sel-possession, espe 
cially by those Teachers who bave for some time been in 

the Board, The questions were of an 
intellectual eharaoter, ia some instances they were rapidly 
pat, and the replies were, ve 





the employment 








generally, prompt aud 








In the Senior Division, the Dictation was fairly done in 
‘every ease, and in s 





nme was very excellent—the spelling 
and panetuation being generally correct. the witing good, 
and the matter neatly arranged. Ta Grammar, the papils 





every whore displayed a very commendable ability in 
analysing and parsing. "The Geography was fair generally 


in some eases good. Ta History, the period was much too 
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extensive for a detailod examination; a few general ques- 
tions, however, were put and anawered promptly. ‘The 
Arithmetic was well done every where, and in some eases 
‘with moro than usual rapidity and correctness, ‘The 
Geometry in the boys’ department was very satishetory 
indeed : propositions were indiseriminately selected fr 
the First Book of Buclid, and subjected to the severest 
tests, authorities being required and given for every step, 
in demonstration, The Writing was in general eieenly 
and, in one of two instances, superior, a one instance 
tho Committee noticed some mounted maps, the work of 
girls; and in another instance, an illostration of mapping 
fn slates by'a largo class, These remarks apply to all 
the Senior Divisions except two, for which see Special 
Report 


Your Committee found the School Houses in good 
repair, and the furniture well kept. ‘The appearance of 
the pupils was, in all cases, respectable ; 90 much so, that 
ring the whole five days only one boy was observed 
‘who had a solitary rag, which was probably an accident. 
‘The Commitice observed the srowded state of some of the 
falleries and intermediate divisions, a single female 
Teacher having to instruct from 80 to 190 children—far 
too many for efficiency, unless some more perfect organi 
zation could be obiained—for when the age and aequie 

ments of theso children are considered, it will be readily 


oon how ulterly impossible i is or a single Teacher to 
keep the greater number in the gallery employed, while 
she instructs cach class separately, and what a lange pro- 
Portion of the school hours tho great bulk are expected to 
remain quiet without any alequate oveupation for their 
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minds. ‘The attention of the Committee on Sites and 
Buildings is respectfully invited to the desirability of 
lowering the seals in some of the galleries, s0 that the 





children when anemployed may be able to rest their fe 
which wouldadd much to theireomfort as wellastothe onder 
of the division, ‘The possibility of employing a corps of 
girls from tho senior division, a short time each day as 








‘monitors, to the lower clases ofthese division, wil shory 
eenpy the altention of the Committe 


‘The Committee observed that considerable importance 
hhad ‘been attached by some of the teachers of the Tator- 

Roman 
Notation, In the opinion of the Comunittee this is correct 
‘only toa very limited extent. ‘They would suggest to these 





mediate divisions to proficiency by their pupils, 


teachers that their pupils are not young Romans of the 
second or third century, but Au 

practical age and that 
din tea 





Jo. Saxons, living in an 
some portion of the time 
1g minute details of questionable impor- 
ied in the more ordinary branches, their 
divisions would be still more eficient 







‘The Committoo wore somewhat surprised to notice so 
‘very few colonred children attending the schools. Among 
‘the whole2708 paps inattendance, the Committee observed 
only about a dozen esloared children ; these ware however 
remarked for their aptitude, and in some instances were 
found to be foremost in their class 











As rogards the third, or seuior, divisions the Committee 
wwonld suggest the propriety of directing attention to the 
superior practical importance of teachiog more minutely 





on 
the history of the last two centuries, Ancient History is 
chiefly usefal asa basis, and the most prominent points 
‘only shoold be dwelt upon, while the history of the last 
two centuries, especially English History, is interwoven 
with that of the entire word, and iutimately connected 
with events daily erowding upon us; and the Committee 
Fecommend that the histori period foreach term, be very 
auch limited 


‘Tho Committeo observed that a very general uniformity 


of method prevails throughout thy Stools; this they 


consider to be owing, ia great measure tothe indefatigable 
labours of our excellent Superintendent, Rev. Mr. Porter, 
‘ho is himself as he should he, model of errectness and 
punctuality in all his engagements 


In concluding this portion oftheir report, the Committee 
trust that these general inspections will encourage the 
teachers, aud incite the pupils, to redoubled exertions; and 
that the lively interest now felt by the Committee, wil be 
‘extended to the Board, and through them to the public at 
large, until the value of our Schools shall be flly recognized. 


(igned,) JOHN BAXTER, 


‘Toxoxro, 2nd May, 1865, 











Report of Select Committee, appointed 19th Jay 1886, 





‘The Select Committeo appointed by the Board to 


consider, 


4, Whether the attendanee at the Common Schools of 
this City, has kept pace with the population, sinee their 


establishment in 1844 








2, Whether the character of the attendance has or bas 


not deteriorated 


Ww 





bat is the cost per child to the city, under the 
present arrangement, (the sume to he stated according to 
the respective existing divisions of Primary, Intermediate 
and Senior 3 








4, Whether in view of the present depressed state ofthe 
cannot be made in the 
fh considerable sav 

may be effected, consistent with efficiency 


e ei 





finances of the city 





administration ofthe schools, by wh 





Beg leave respectflly to report as follows 


‘That the schools were established in 1844, and were 
eondacted on the rate-ill system during the first four 
years, viz, 1844, 5, 6 and 7 ; 1848 and 9, were broken 
Sears, the schools being free, bat as they were apen only 
six months ofeach year, they are not taken into accouat in 
{his Report. From 1850 the schools have been conducted 
‘on the free principle 

















‘That the attendance in proportion to the popula 
the rate-bill system (Jhrowing out of the caeul 

Roman Catholies who were known to attend the’ Sheol 
was as 1 in every 204 of the popalatin ; during rh 

five years of the free asstem, ahout Tin every 23; and 
since that time the average has heen about 1 in every 22 5 
slight improvement iauamberssinee 1856 Tueompacing 
the attendance with the popalation, some alluwance mast 
bbe made for the fict thatthe Roman Catholig yurt of the 
population hae increased somewhat more rapidly than the 
Protestant, yet the difference this would make in the 
ealealation i3 comparatively slight, 


Tm this conection the Commitee would express some 
surprise that, according to the returns sent. in to the 
Edueation office, the altendanes at the Roman Catholic 
‘Separate Schools should appear to have heen so much larger 
in proportion to the population than it has been at the City 
Schools ; they having apparently increased since 185! 
nearly 110 percent; while the City Schools have inereased 
only about 45 per cent. ‘The Committee did uot anticipate 
such a result, but this becomes of some importance, inns- 
rmueh as the sabdivision of the Legislative grant is ia pro- 
portion to the relative attendaee, 


‘That, ander the rate-ill in 1844, 5, 6 and 7, the Con 
nittee bas reason to believe that there was a greater pro- 
portion of larger and more advanced pupils in attendance 


atthe schools, than there has been under the free system | 
probably not more than three-tenths being pupils ear 
esponiing to our present frst division, and that there 


‘appears to have beon a gradual change in the character of 











5 
the attendance, by the inerease of the Primary divisions, 
which now number about one-baf of alli attendance, ‘The 

iso very much increased under the 
the sexes being now 





attendance of girls has 
fee system, the proportion betw 
equal. 











system, your Committes has 
ar than it 


‘That, wader the rate-bi 
reason to believe the attendanco was more re 





has been under the free system. ‘The irregularity under 
an twenty per cent 





the latter systom has been not, less 
‘ally; this is probably owing tothe fct thatthe attendance 
wgree of sinaller children and 

attending 





girls, who are more frequently prevented from 








by the weather and other causes, than were the lager boys, 
and parily perhaps becanse what is not paid for in a direct 
way isnot ao highly appreciated 











‘That, in considering the cost per pupil according to the 
respective existing divisions, the Committee found no dif 
cally in coming to a conclusion so faras the aetnal teaching 
is concerned, butas there still remainsa balance of expendi- 
ture amoonting to $12,600 tobe distributed proportionately 
over the different division, the Committee found it almost 
impossible to agree spon what should be a true basis for 
the distribution, The eost of the actual teaching in each 
division last year was, per child : Primary, $2.89 ; Inter 
mediate, $€.08,; Senior, $11.86, To each of these must 
be added a proportion of the enrrent expenditure ; when 
this is done, an approximation to the total cost per child 
‘would probably be, for the Primary, $5.50 ; Intermediate, 
$11.50; Senior, $22 
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‘That it appears to your Committee that any proposal 
for improvement should, in view of the above facts, 
contemplate— 


1st, Some inerease of teaching power in the Primary 
Divisions, it possible without additional expen 
situ, 


2nd, Some effort to inerease the attendance in the 
Senior Divisions, and extend their eflcieney 
and so inditeetly dimin 
cast per pupil 








ish the proportionate 


‘With regard to the frst point, the attention of the Board 
‘was called to the increasing requirements of the Junior 
Divisions by the Committee on School Management, in 
their Report of the last Visitation, in the following words 
“Tho Committee observed the crowded state of some of 
the galleries a single Teacher having to teach from 80 t0 
180 children—far too many for efficiency, unless some 
‘more perfect organization could be oblained ; for when 
the age and acquirements of these children are considered, 
it will be readily seen how utterly impossible itis for a 
single Teacher to keep the greater number in the gallery 
employed while she instructs each class separately, and 
what a large proportion of the school hous the great bulk 
of these pupils are expected to remain quiet without any 
‘adequate occupation for their minds 




















In the present slate ofthe city nances additional outlay 
should, if possible, be avoided ; but some relief must be 
afforded to these divisions in some way, With regard to 
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the second point, (rz, some effort to increase the attend: 
tance in the Senior Divisions) it ocenrs to the Committee 
that something may be accomplished by a somewhat dite 
ferent combination, If, for example, the Senior Divisions 
could be assembled in some building by themselves, or as 
pearly so as eireamstanees will permit, it appears to your 
Comittee that many advantages would arise from such 
an arrangement, A much better classifieation would 
‘become possible; it would, become easy to introduce still 
higher branches of education, which would give a character 
to such a school as would tend ina great degree to over- 
‘come some ofthe prejudices which now (rightly or wrovgly) 
fexist against the schools a8 they are now indiseriminately 
fsembled ; the attendance would naturally be largely 
increased, and the Common Schools would draw a corres- 


pondingly larger proportion of the Government grant, Tt 
Ie also known to your Commitive that some of the present 
‘Teachers are capable of teaching the Classics ; and it 


fcears to the Committice that their services may be 
tllized in this direction without any inerease of expendi- 
tare, and thus provision be made for a higher education 
within the sohools themselves. 


In consideration of the foregoing facts, the Committee 
srould propase— 


1, That the Senior Pupils of the Lovisa-srect, Vietorie 
street and Geonge-strect Sebools be massed in the 
Vistora-stret School-house, to form the nucleus 
ofa Central High School 





‘That provision be made in the then vacant rooms in 
the Louisa-street and George-street School-houses 
for the Junior and Tntermediato Divisions, now 
assembling in Victoria-stret. 


‘That additional branches of higher edueation be pro- 
vided in this Central High School ; and to enable 
the Board to accomplish this and still effet scme 
reduotion from the public taxation, 


‘That a small weekly fee of 124 conts per papi be 
‘charged on the popils attending this Central High 
School 


‘That the product of this fee in tho Central High 


Schoot be applied, Ist. To provide the additional 
higher branches aforesaid ; and 2nd, To provide a 
few additional Teachers forthe Primary Divisions 


‘That, inorder to givestil further relief to the Primary 
Divisions, the boys and girls of these divisions be 
tnited, 50 that one Teacher may be limited to the 
teaching of the First Book, and another to the 
teaching of the Second Books, which arrangement 
‘would, in the opinion of your Committee, enable 
the Teachers to adopt the simultaneous eystem 
more extensively, to the increased benellt of the 
Behools 


In conclusion, your Committee would remark, that other 
improvements soggest themselves ; but they do not deem 
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it advisable to propose too many changes at once. Subse- 
quent experience will develope the direction of ftare steps. 


All which is respectfully submitted to the eareful cou 
sideration of the Board 
(Signed) CHAS. R. BROOKE, 
Chern f Sp Comin 


‘Toronto, Noy. 15th, 1866. 





5. LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT'S SPECIAT, 
REPORT. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees of 
‘the Public Schols of the City of Toronto, 


[RERONT (Vo. 15) OF TI 





Gusrisann—At the last meeting of the Board, held on 
the 15th of November, it was resolved—" That the Local 
Superintendent be requested to communicate ofically to 
‘the Board his views on the several matters contained in 
the Report of the Select Committee, appointed on July 
10th, 1865, now submitted to the Board, 











In discharging the daty thus devolved upon me, T have 
to notice, 


I. The Chronological summary with which the Report 
Degins. 














1, The remarks it contains on attendance at the Common 
‘Schools, and at the Roman Catholic Separate Schools 
ofthe ety 

TIL. ‘The estimate it supplies ofthe cost per pupil in atten 

‘danee at the Common Schools 

TV. The suggestions i offers as to certain essentials in any 

proposed itaprovements. 





‘The partinlar measures it proposes. 


1. The Chroaological Summary with which the Report 
begins. This may be verified hy reference to the Histori- 
cal Report, published by the Board in 1869. T ind init 
only one inaecarsey, or rather omission. It does not state 
that the Schools were supported, as they were, by a rate- 
Dill in 1850; bt says, from 1850 the Schools hare been 
conducted on the free principle.” The fact is, that they 
1861, inclusive. 








Ihave heen so conducted from 





TI, The remarks the Report contains on attendance at 
the Common Schools, and at the Roman Catholic Separate 
‘hools of this city. Ist, The Report states, “That the 
attendance in proportion to the population under the rate~ 
bill system (throwing out of the calculation the Roman 
Gatholies, who were known to attend the Sehools) was as 
Lin every 201.” This, I find, was the actual proportion 
for 1850, the last rate-bll year, During the first ive 
years of the free system, uamely, from 1851 to 1855 
inclusive, find that it vaged from 1 in 228 to 1 in 284, 
thelast year of the fire being 1 in 27 ;and the averageof 


the five years being 1 in 268. Since then, however, thas 
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Hlowly Dut gradually descended from 1 in 24 in 1858, to 
1 In 194 in 1864, under the free schoo! system, which 
is. larger proportion than that assigned in the Report to 
‘any rate-bill year; the most favourable of which, as there 
given, is 1 in 203, in 1850, ‘The average for these ine 
ears is correctly stated at 1 bot Esnbmit thatthe 
‘above statement more jusily shows the netual improvement 
in the proportion of attendance t population uuder the 














free school system, Perbaps the fairest estimate of the 
improvement in proportionate attendanee that ean be made 
is by comparing that attendance for 1853, in May of which 
year the frst three of the six large scliool bi 

|, and that of 1854 (iu which the other three were 
Dallt) with that of the subsequent years, to 1864 
inclusive. It then appears that there has been a gradual 
improvement from 1 in 284 in 1853 and 1864, to 1 in 
104 in 1804, under the free school system. 


















2, The Report expresses surprise “ that, according to 
the returs seat i to the Edation Office, the attendance 
at the Roman Catholie Separate Schools should appear to 
Ihave been so much Jarger in proportion to population thaa, 
it as beon in the City Schools: they having apparently 
increased since 1855 nearly 110 per cent, while the City 
Schools have increased ouly about 45 per cent.” In my 
Inguiries into this matter [have been alowed free aceess 
to docoments in the Education Offic, and have been 
politely favoured With all desited information by the Very 
Rev. Mi. Jaiot, the Local Superintendent of the Roman 
Cathalie Separate Schools of this ity 

T find trom data derived trom the Education Office that 














8 


the increased attendance at the Roman Catholic School, 
‘rom 1855 inclusive, has not been " neatly 110 per cent,” 
as stated in the Report, but about 01 per cent; and that 
the increased attendance at the Common Schools for the 
same period has not been “only about 45 per eent,” but 
hhas been 574 per cont.* ‘The difference that remains 
between these rates of increase may be partly accounted 
for by the statement in the Report, That the Roman 
Catholic part of the popolation has increased somewhat 
more rapidly than the Protestant ;" but it seews tome 
that itis moch more to be attributed to the ecclesiastical 
character of the Roman Catholie Schools, and to the eecle- 
siastical agencies, superior and. subordinate, which are 
constantly and unitedly at work with a view to theit 








fulvancement. Such agencies are not and perhaps cannot 

ted on behalf of our City Schools, which, being 
common to the members of so many churches, are the 
charge of none in particular, and receive but litle of that 
fostering religions care which, were its earuest, extensive, 
and harmonious exercise possible on the part of churches 
‘nd individvals, might retify that balance of school aiten- 
ance which probably no substitute, except eompuls 
legislation, would be able to adja. 
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find that the divisors ased in the Roman Catholic 
Separate School returns, as farnished hy the Education 
Otic for the purpose of ascertaining the average atend. 
at those schools, are the sume as are furnished to the 








Common Schools ; aud while L know that great pains are 





taken to carry ont our school regulations on the subject of 
of moral 





schoo! attendance, Iam convinced that the me 
fasion bronght to bear on such attendance by Roman 
Catholie' clergymen, and their subordinates 
fare incomparably more influential than any which we can 









‘eorntsand. 

8, The Report states that, “under tho rate-bill system 
in 1844, 5, 6, aud 7, the Committee has reason to Velieve 
that there was a greater proportion of larger and more 
advanced papils in attendance at the schools than there 
thas been ander the fee system : probably not more than 
three-tenths being pupils corresponding to our present 


First Division; and that there appears to have been a 
gradual change in the character of the attendance by the 
increase of the Primary Divisions, which now number 
half of all in attendance. ‘The attendance of 
girls has also very much increased under the free system, 
the proportion between the sexes being now n 





about on 








iy equal” 


It will be observed that no documentary evidence is 
seferved toas warranting some ofthe statements contained 





in this paragraph. statements, therefore, can oaly 
‘be regarded as nneustained opinions. It is farther evident 
that such opinions, founded on a comparison of two con 


ditions of things separated by an interval of fom eighteen 








to twenty-one years 





hould be viewed with very great 
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caution. That greater proportion of larger pupils than 
now attend the schools attended them twenty years ago, 
‘appears very probable, when we recollect that elementary 
education was by no means so general thea as now. Many, 
probably, were then passing out of childhood into youth 
ina state of Iamentablo igoorance, and as either they or 
their parents began to he ashamed of such iguorance, th, 
went to school to acquire some necessary ruliments of 
knowledge. 


A few of these might make rapid improvement a school 
bot that there was any considerable proportion af pupils 
in those days who were more advanced than the seuior 
popils in our schools aro at present, is, to say the least. 
exceedingly unlikely. Many of our recent sen 

though comparatively small. and youug, have 
through our first and second into our highest divisions, 
with capacities gradually enlarged and abilities increas 
ingly trained, until they have received, as they have 
deserved, the commendation of ablo and disinterested 
examiners, on their competing for the highest houours 
which the Board of Trustees could confer 


Wo ace not, however, altogether withont documentary 
evidence on the subject now under consideration, Tu the 
Report of the Past History and Present Condition of the 
City Schools, written by: the. Secretary of the Board, 
Tevised by a Committee and adopted by the Boaed, under 
‘ate May, 1859, T ind the following (on page 73) 


Tn the school times of 1844, the schoo! buildings, it 
they indeed merited the term at al, were small, income 
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rmovtous, badly ventilated, and ill adapted for the parposes 
fof social or moral advancement through the ageney of 
popalar education : children of both sexes assembled in 

‘chool room, and mingled together in one common 
‘yard, in several cases at many as a busdred young 
persons were huddled together ina space not fit to accom 
Iodate, far less teach, two-thirds, or it might be said one- 
Dalf of the number: the pupils attending the schools, from 
the child learning its A, B, C, up to those far advance, 
's and girl, by one male ‘Teacher, 50 

















were all tangbt, be 
that there could be litle any system or elassicaton ; 
find much thet was attempted eould not fail to be done 

ial manner, It i 








otheriisethua ia a burried and supe 
true that the Teachers ofthat day worked, or rather slaved, 
amidst these eoutending dicolties with an earnestness of 
parpose and an industry of action which merits all praise, 
fand that they were able under such circumstances to im- 
part so much knowledge to the pupils, as they confessedly 
aid, is a matter as much to be wondered at as it desorees 
to be admired. Bat, at the same time, it would be simply 
absurd to compare the City Schools of 1841, or even 1852, 
with those of 1858, 








Again (page 74) + “ Nor does the comparison, or rather 
contrast, end with the school buildings aud appliances ; 
for while, in the olden time, boss and girls were taught 
together by « male teacher, now they have distinet and 
separate departments, and the girls are fu charge of female 
teachers: then there’ existed no opportunity of classifca~ 
tion, while now, the pupils being arranged and divided 
according to a recognized standard of proficieney, are 
‘advanced from one division to another acoording ‘to 
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progress, and each division hus its own appropriate 
teacher” 


Whatever then may lave been the age or size of some 
of the pupils in the schools from 1844 to 1847, or what. 
fever the attaioments ia particular branches of Knowle 

of a few pupils in the several school, i is so probable a 
to be almost certain, that the schools eould then costain no 
eonsiderable numbers or classes of popils who could be 
compared otherwise thin very disadvautageonsty with the 
classes in our present senior divisions, however stall or 


yonag the members of those classes may appear. 


It is obvious, too, that as the benefits of education are 
iftsed over any commanity, they will be increasingly 
partaken by pupils of a tender age, and thos the“ gradual 
thange in the character" of onr school attendance which is 
spoken of inthe report, is reallyan occasion for fatelligent 
rejoieiag, Nor should it be overlooked that many parents 
are nevessitated and glad to avail themselves of the earn- 
ings of their children, as early as they are qualifled for 
any kind of employment in which ordinary schoo! attain 
rents are available aud rewanerative, Youth are earlier 
filed now for several modes of active le than they were 
‘orenty years ago, and more methods of waking a living 
are open to them now than were even dreamt of then 
‘That “the attendance of girls has also very much fa 
creased under the free system, the proportion between the 
exes being now nearly equal,” is indeed a high eulogium 
fon that, as it would be om any system, and alfords indubit- 
ble proof that civilization aud christianity have really ad= 
vvauoed in oar land 
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‘Yet itis probable that the spread of education over the 





‘younger and the female portion of out population during 
ort than to the growing 
demand for intelligent juvenile labour, which is incidental 
to a rapidly advancing eondition of society, and which, it 
may be remarked, is happily coincident with a great ex- 
teasion ofthat schoo} and university culture without which, 
whatever the talents off 


ihe last twenty years is loss to be attributed to any 
peeuniary system of school 











viduals, they now, less fre- 
quently than was formerly the ease, aspire to the labours 
and honours of a professional career. 





4. The report next 








ler the rate-bil sy 
Lee has reason to believe the attendance 











gular than it bas been under the free system, 


Ttestimates the ier 





larity under the latter at not less 
than twenty per cent. dally, and says that“ this is proba 
bly ossing to the fact thatthe attendance now consists ina 
greater degree of smaller children and girls, who are more 
frequently prevented from attending by the weather and 
‘other eanses, than were the larger boys; and partly be- 
cenuse what is not paid for in a direct way is not so highly 
appreciated.” On the question of the comparative regu 
larity of attendance under the rate-bill and free school 
systems, no evidence is furnished in the report ; nor ean T 
find any documentary evidence on the subject, There is 

















no record of the average registered altendance under 
rate Dill system, whieh ended with 1850, In 1851, the 
first free school year, however, the average daily attend= 

ice was 107 more than in 1850 ; having been 1366, a8 
compared with an average registered attendance of 1843, 
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‘According to the proportion thus furnished, when the free 
feliol system was novel and popular, as compared with 
the average registered attendance of 1864, which was 
3121, the now much depreciated free school aystem should 
have given an average daily attendance of 2313, The 
factual average daily altendanee for 1804 was 2400, 








; 
1 
; 


Tt is true that, notwithstanding much and earnest effort 
to prevent i, the irregularity of attendance in 1864 was 
tot less thon 20 per cont, daily ; but it i also trae that in 
1851 it was nearly 25 per cent. Thus 
neatly 5 per cent. bas unquestionably taken place under 
the froe school system. ‘The existing irregularity, as the 
Local Superintendent's report for 1864 leary’ shows, 
(Gee page 12) is equally divided between boys and girl, 
‘nd is, in my opinion, much more the effect of parental in 
lgence oF indifference than of any other cause, OF 
course, sickness, want of suitable elothing, weather, die 
tance, oF other causes, will uovitably affect school attend- 
nee and charch attendance 





n improvement of 























‘ance, just as business atten 
are similarly affetod ; but the statem 
subject in the Hi 

‘page 76) is as appropriate now as it was in 1859" Itis 
frankly admitted that the proportion of absentees and ir- 
regular attendance is much greater than it ought to be j 
Dut the fault rests not with the Board, not upon the schools 
not upon the free principle, but altogether with parents, 
‘and with them alone.” 


nt recorded on th 








rial Report already referred to, 














IIL. E have next to natice the estimate which the report 
supplies ofthe cost per pupil in attendance at the Common 
Schools, 
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ve given very partieslar and pro- 
tracted attention, and my conclusions, frequently aud vari 
ously tested, difer from those of the committe. 




















1 find that the nearest approsimation which T can make 
to the actual eust for teaching, during the year 1864, 
vas or Junior pop each seero0e 271 
Tntermediat, 504 
Seniors, ‘i gt 
Other expenses, per pupil, were 
Joniors, each. seey $8.60 
Totermediates ve 568 
Seviors, “ te 846 
"The total oost being, 
Tuniors,. 36.21 
Tntermediates ni 6a 
Seniors, 20 37 





being 71 cents more for each junior pupil, 12 cents more 
for each intermeatiate, and $1 03 les for each senior, than 
the estimate of the committe, 

I beg to observe, however in this connection, that the 
‘method of estimating the east per pupil of the ebildren in 
school attendance, by their psition in janior, intermediate, 
‘oF senior divisions, especially 0 far as the cost of teaching 
is concerned, seems fo me exceedingly uofair and decep- 
tive, It is fact thatthe teacher of the senior division, 
whether it be a third or a second division, in either de- 
partment of each school, susiains an important and appre- 
table relation to the entire department of which that 
teachor is the recoguized head. ‘This remark will more 
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especially apply to the head master of etch school. He 
holds a responsible relation to the whole school, and is 
inflaenee for good ar for evil can easily be traced through 
outit, le has to admit pupils, communicate with parents 
and guardians, Keep the schoo! records, aud oversee the 
zeeneral echool diseipline and the promotion of papi from 
‘lower toa higher division in his own department; and, 
in addition to this, to take charge of school requisites, make 
the rogular and all other required returns to the ‘Local 
‘Saperintendent,and exercise a watehful eare over thescbool 
building and premises. His aptuess oF inaptness in these 
and kindred matters will be soon and ever apparent to 
those who understand them, and the absence of  respon- 














sible head master from any of our larger schools would, at 
‘once, T beliove, place that school under serious disad: 
vantage. Thus, fairly rogarded, the pecuniary value of a 
head teacher to tho subordinate divisions a8 well as to 
that which such teacher personaly instructs, and, more 
obviously, the valuo of a head master to the whole school, 
is very considerable ; remark which will be better 
understood, i it be applied, as it justly may, to the head 
master of grammar school, the principal of a college, ot 
the president of « university 








On the fairness of ealenating the cost, per pupil, on the 
basis of daily average attendance, I beg to quote the fol- 
lowing from the “Historical Report,” with which 1 en- 
tiroly agree 


Tesays (page 0), “This very strict and narrow view of 
the question of expense, is certainly not the fair light ia 
which it should be viewed, inasmuch as in every public 














institution, and in every private business establishment, 
reasonable per centages always allowed for absence ocea- 
sioned by sickness, weather, or other unavoidable causes 





“Again, it say, “The machinery of the schools is and 
will be going on steadily whether every pupil be present 
‘or not, and the eost of maintaining the schools eannot well 
bbe diminished according toa sliding rale, dependent upon 
indifferent or neglectful absentoes.” And again: "The 
average registered attendance (calculated by mouths) 








fought to form the basis on which tho cost of education, per 
‘hild, should in fairness be ealealated, because, although 
it is true that a proportion of not less than say 20 out of 
every 100 were, on an average, absent every day, yet it 
Dy no means follows that the same children werg absent 





‘on all these occasions ; on the contrary, this per contage 
of absence was distributed over the whole number, and 
sometimes one and sometimes another was absent, necord- 
ing to circumstances ; so that every one of the absentees 
did more or less receive instraction, and, in some degree 
participated in the henefits conferred by the schools; and 
itis, consequently, no more than right that they should be 
included in the average cost.” That average cost for 
1864, of 3121 pupils, (the average registered monthly 
aitendanee,) was $5 30 ; as compared with $10 91 per 
pupil, ou the basis of average daly attendance. 








IV. The next portion of the report consists of sugues- 
tions which it offers, as to cortain essentials in any pro- 
posed amondiments 








n 

‘These suggestions are two, With reference to’ the 
former, ¥iz,: some Increase of teaching power inthe prie 
mary divisions, if possible, without additional expendic 
ture,” there seems little room for any difference of opin. 
jou. But while, in certain eases, additional teaching asise 
tance has long been urgently needed, and has often been 
asked for by the Local Superintendent, he has never sup- 
posed hat it can be obtained, or that the additional ae 
‘commodation that would be required for its exercise ean 
be procured, without additional expenditure, ‘That ex 
penditure, indeed, needs not be heavy, as the accommo 
ation of junior and intermediate divisions does not re- 
quire to be of a very eastly description, nor are the sala 
Ties of suitable teachers excessively hi 

















‘The latter suggestion relates to “some effort to increase 
the attendance in the senior divisions and extend their 
eflcieney, and so indirectly diminish the proportionate 
cost per pupil” To not regard that proportionate cost 
18 unduly large, espeeally in view of the modifying con- 
siderations which T have advanced above, The average 
attendance in our senior divisions, last’ year, was 49 
pupils ; and when the programme of studies for these 
divisions is taken into account, that number should not be 
greatly increased. In Boston one Teacher is allowed for 
every fifty-six popils on the register, which allowance 
evidently contemplates a smaller average attendance than 
our own, An average attendance of about 50 in any of 
our senior divisions would, T think, be as large a3 should 
be desired or permitted. ‘The sugyestion of the Committee, 
regarding the assombling of our senior divisions, or of 




















ir} 


several of them, in a building hy themselves, T cannot but 
sider as singularly unftted to promote their improve- 





ment, At present those divisions, speaking generally 
fre very well classed: the standard for their attalnment 
requires uo elevation, as itis in fact reached by only a 
portion of the pupils who attend them ; many being com- 
peiled to leave for active life elore they have made such 
"The introduction of classe, especially, into 

nily submitted, would 
be, in my judgment, a very grave mistake ; and the sup- 
posed higler education to be thus aimed at would prove a 





advancemen 





four schools, for reasons to be p 





Alelasion, and would end in disap 





Y. T have now to remark on the particular measures 
which the Report proposes. 


1. “That the senior papils of Lovisa-street, Vietorin- 
street and George-street. Schools, be massed inthe 
Vietoria-street School house, to form the nuclens of a 
Gentral High School.” ‘To this proposal T respectally 
submit the following objections 









‘L. Bach of these schools is now identified with its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, and, as at present organized, 
fairly supplies its actual wants, 


‘The kind of High Schoo! proposed would not be 
really a High School at all, at a High School proper, 
ould consist, not of the average pupils of our present 
senior divisions, but of such of their nomber as, having 
snocessfally passed a proper test examination, were there 
fore promoted to the High School, as well as of any other 















13 


candidates who could pass a similar examination. ‘The 
indiseriminate mass of superior Common School pupils 
would be but inferior materials for a High Schoo! that 
would be worthy of the name, 


8. The new Grammar School Act provides for all 
necessary High School culture in the cities of Upper 
Canada, much more satisfactorily and effectually than the 
proposal of the Committee, It provides that, on the Ist 
of January next, this eity shall, for all Grammar School 
purposes, be a eounty, and its municipal council shall be 
‘invested with all the Grammar School powers now pose 
sessed by county councils, As described by the Chiet 
Superintendent of Education, iu his circular dated Nov. 
12, addressed to mayors of cities in Upper Canada, “ The 
‘object of the Act and of the recently revised programme 
of studies is, to make the Grammar School what it ought 
to be, a High School for the ety, an intermediate sehool 
between the Common Schools and the University : pre- 
paring pupils to matrieuate into the University, either in 
arts or law, or in the department of civil engineering, 
providing or intended surveyors their preliminary educa. 
tion, and imparting the higher branches of an English and 
‘commercial education to those youths whose parents do 
not wish them to study Greek or Latin.” No necessity 
now remains for any other public High School in this eity, 
much less for one of so very doabiful a nature as that 
hich the Committee has proposed. 


2. The second measure proposed by the Committee 
Tay be regarded as necessarily dependent on the firs 
tis, “That provision be made in the then vacant rooms 
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in the Loniza-street and George-sreet school houses for 
the Juoior and Intermediate Divisions now assembling in 
‘Victoriastrest. ‘The adoption of this measure would, 1 
‘consider, involve great ingonvenience to many parents and 
thildren who ateat present accommodated at the Vieloria- 
Street School ; nor can I inagine a single compensating 
fuivantage to be obtained by them or added to oar existing 
fshool arrangements by such a change. Both of these 
measures, if carried ont, would involve a certain but 








needless expenditure ; at the stme time they would un~ 

ale the Louisa-street and Geonge-street 
© high postion which they have long occu 
‘mingly, though not really, elevating the 






qoestionably d 
Schools from 
pied, while s 
‘Vieloriastreet School at their expense. 











8. The third measure is the provision of additional 
branches of higher education in the projected High 
School. What I have submitted in connection with the 
frst. proposal, may be referred to with respect to this, 
Better and more suitable provision of the kind here con 
templated bas recently been made by the law of the land 
But for this fact T might have thought it necessary to 
remark on the inexpediency of pretending to provide 
‘lussical teaching, especially in Common Schools, in 
competition with the regularly organized and properly 
fictred Grammar Schools of the city. Tf the Common 
Schools could be wisely used as a basis for any other 
Kind of school. it woald be for one of a specially commer 
Gal character j but it seems that the new Grammar School 
Drogeamme provides for imparting a higher commercial 
fs well as classical and seientilie education, 























4, Tho fourth proposed measure is the changing of 
weekly fee of 123 cents per pupil on the pupils attending 
tho Central School; and 


5. The fh is that the product of this foo ia the Central 
School be applied, 1st, to provide certain aaaitional hig 

branches ; and, 2nd, to provide a fow additional teachers 
for the primary divisions, Without reference tothe total 
probable returns of such a charge, were i levied on some 
tree hundred pupils a one particular school, it may well 
‘be questioned whether its imposition would not immediately 
ooasion the leaving our school or schools by the children 
‘ofmany who oould not bear that seemingly slight addition 
to their inevitable expenditure. Probably many a child 
who could earn from a dollar toa dollar and a half per 
‘week, is still Kept at school because of his or her parents’ 
sense of the value of early education, who, were those 
parents required to pay the small sum in question, would 
hoe at once removed from school, and, in some way or other, 
tctively employed, I fear that we should soon lose in 
numbers and in edacational results, more than we should 


gain indollars and oents. Perhaps the average attendance, 


Jn proportion to the nombers on the registers, might be 
slightly improved ; but what is theoretically probable in 
that respect, might not prove to be the actual consequence. 
Tleara from recent correspondence with J B. Bosle, Bsq., 
principal ofthe Central Schoo! in London, C. W., * that 
no school fees are charged for admission to the English 
course in the Central or Ward Schools” of that city 
that, “for admission to the French classes, the pupils 
are charged 76 per quarter; and that for 
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audmission to the Grammar School department, 0 small fee 
fof $1.50 per quarter, is charged.” A. Maccallum, Esq. 

Principal ofthe Central School in Hamilton, also informs 
tne, that each of the paps inthe primary schools of that 
city pays 124 cents per month, all books and stationery 
being provided by the Board of Trustees, The pupils at- 
tending the Central Schools pay 25 cuts each, per month, 
every thing in the shape of books and stationery being 
provided for them, Tu the classical department, the fees 
are $3.00, per term, everything except clasieal books 
boing furnished, At first the fees were only 124 cents, per 
ronth, for all the grades, and this arrangement of the 
Board was intended to poy for the books and stalfonery 
‘used, classical books and al being provided free of expense 
toali the pupils, Some four vears ago the present plan 
‘was introduced, and (s0 far as Mr, Maccallam has been ablo 
to judge) hus given the grestest satisfaction. The Board 
receives tenders for every thing, the books, &e. are fare 
ished at the lowest possible rates. Each popil is held 
responsible for his or her book, and, if any book is misused 
fr lost, the papil hae to procure auother ints stead. ‘The 
Tatest published report of the Hamilton Sehoots, for 1863, 
shows that, in that yest, $1,525.02 was received for fee 

for text books and stationery. "The 





























and $903.54, was al 

respective amounts for last year, Mr. Maccallam. state 

were nearly thesame, Itis but fairfoadd Mr. Maccallam’s 

pinion, that “the payment of small monthly fee in 
res more regular and panetual attendance. 








advance se 


‘As regards the provision, by means of fees, of aaditional 
Digher branches of education; Teg to submit that the New 
Grammar School Act altogether supersedes the necessity 











«for the making of such provision by the Board of Common 
ool Trustees. 





Tn the above quoted cirealar of the Chief Superintendent 
of Eawation, addressed to the Mayors of cities, tis sui 
Many of your citizens have never sent their children tothe 
Common Sehools, though thelr property has been largely 
taxed to provide forthe aesommovation and support of those 
Schools. Its bat just, therefore, to such eitizens, apart 
from other higher and more publie considerations, that a 
portion of your fatute school assessments should go to pro- 
vide for the accommodation 
Grammar School.” It is, L reapectally submit, in the ety 
Grammar School, and by such means as the Tegally con- 











stituted authorities of that school shall devise and adopt, 
that the higher branches of instruction are to be sought 
after and attained, Additional accommodation and addi- 
tional teachers are unquestionably reqnired for ome of our 
primary divisions; nor ean there be any more honourable 
and useful undertaking than that of promoting sound and 
thorongh primary edueation 


6. The last measure propated by the Committee i, that 
the boys and girls of the primary divisions be united, so 
that one teacher may be limited to the teaching of the first 
‘book, and another to the teaching of the 

‘This measure is proposed in order to give rele 
divisions, and to enable the teachers to aopt the 
fous system more extensively. Such a designed mingling 
of the sexes in our primary sohools would, in my view, be 
exceedingly inexpediont. We hare had to submit to it, in 
cerfain eases, as & temporary necessity, hat have always 
‘considered it desirable to discontinue it as cary as posible, 
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To adopt it, at present, would be to take a step backward 
rather than forward. Tt would shock parental common 
sense and instinctive felings, would multiply the diticalties 
‘of teachers, and would, I’ believe, seriously injure the 
school 





The limitation, to, of one teacher tothe iustruetion 
‘of the papils in only one book, if apparently « desirable 
illustration of the principle ofthe division of labour, would, 
in my View, inthe continued over-crowded stat of several 
of our divisions, afford reliet to nether teacher nor pupil 
‘The simultaneous system of teaching is admirable when 
combined with other methods, bat, when disproportionate 
adopted, is exceedingly deceptive, Ite results requ 
be often individually tested and often corrected. Tt is, at 
present, I submit, proportionate 
other divisions. "Its m 












210 





used in ovr primary and 
freer use, especially within the 
narrow limits supposed, would be monotonous and weari- 
some in the extreme, and probably would pi 





ues ver 
(questionable results. ‘The limitation which oar primary 
divisions most need is limitation of their nombers, the 
equiva 








of which may be supplied in the increase of the 
number of their teachers. An intelligent, earnest teacher 
will find no difficulty in conducting a proper number, say, 
from sixty to perhaps seventy papils, from the alphabet, 
through the first and second hooks, ins reasonable time, 
But when eighty, ninety, a bundred, or even a hundred aud 
thirty pupilsare crowded on any walortuaate teacher, then, 
whatever system, or effort after system, that teacher may 
Adopt, hor work becomes a complicated drudgery, and there 
an be n0 reasonable hope that she can do justice to cither 
herself or her pupils. Over erowding is inoomparably the 

















areatest present evil in many of oar primary divisious 
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(OF this I have frequently complained, and relief from it 
Thave repeatedly sought, 


Thave thus tthe best of my jadgmentand ability, eom= 
plied with the direction of the Board, as expressed in its 
resolution of the 15th of November. If T might venture 
to offer a suggestion on a matter uot comprised in the 
Report of the Committee, it would be that, as the High 
School requirements ofthe eity are now, as argued by the 
Chiet Superintendent of Education, amply provided for by 
the New Grammar School Law, t0 be administered by the 
City Counell, through the Trastees whom it may appoint, 
there is still one vacant field of educational effort which, if 
it saem good to this Board, it may very usefully occupy. 
Trefer to the uncaltivated hundreds of ebildren in onr city 
‘whom parental neglect, partly perhaps parental poverty 
and their own consequent habits, indispose for attendanee 
fat our eily Common Schools. A few of this olass attend 
i xy will not long submit to wholesome 
restraint al school, which isnot confirmed by parental in- 
‘ueuee at home, For these children some special educa 
tional provision seems to he yet required, supplemented by 
such private or publie benevolent eare as will provide, in 
part at least, the fool and clothing which are indispensably 
necessary in order to their attendance at school. Without 
such provision, even compulsory attendance, if required 
by law, might be in some instances, grievous hardship. 























All which is respectfally submitted, 
(Signed,) JAMES PORTER, 
Toronto, Dec. Oth, 1865. cians 
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REPORT ON SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 





‘To the Chairman and Members of the Board uf Trustees of 
‘the Public Sehoels of the City of Toronto, 





Gawrusates,—It has ooeurred to me that the condition 
of the Libraries of the several City Schools requires grave 
consideration, in onder to thelr being renovated, centralized 
or allowed fo sink into comparative disuse, as the Board 





in its wisdom may deem St 








lestion of several members of the 
Board that six (8) of the larger libraries were formed in 
the year 1857, when 1504 volumes were distributed 
amoug the six priveipal schools, for the use of the senior 
pupils of both departments, In 1 








1243 more volumes 
were purchased, and separate libraries were appropriated 
to the female departments of the same schools. The 
total number of volumes thus became 2897. Tho value 
of these books, irrespective of their extra covers, and of 
the cases in which they were deposited, was $1,600 ; viz, 
$800 fornished yy the Board, and $800 added by the 
Province, through the Department of Education, Tn the 
year 1860, additional, thongh smaller libravies were pro- 
YYided for the use of both departments of the Palace and 
Givins-street schools, comprising 
cost of $1 




















Mt volumes, at the 
of which $61 were paid by the Board, and 
861, by the Province, Thus the total oat ofthe books ia 
all the school libraries has been $1,782, namely, $861 to 
the Board, and $861 to the Provinee. 
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In April, 1861, on the motion of Mr, Brent, then 
member of the Board, I obtained from each Flead Master 
‘and Head Mistress of the six lange schools @ return of the 
number of books at that time in the library ander the 
care of each, as compared with the original number of 
whieh each library was composed. In Jaly of the same 
year, I procured from each Head Master end Head 
Mistress of those schools, and from the Head Masters of 
the Palace and Givine'strvet schools, respectively, a 
copy of the catalogue of the books which were then’ ia 
each of the several fourteen libraries. And, every sue- 
cessive year, a statement of the number of ‘volumes in 
fuch librarg, and of the number taken ont during th 
year, has been returned to me by each principal Teacher, 
{whe reported to the Education Department, and reconted 
in my Annual Report to this Board. 


All this time, however, the work of diminntion and deen 
has been going on, and T have therefore thonght it neces 
sary, in connection with a special personal inspection of 
all the libraries, o request from each principal Teacher 
such facts as enable me to make a particular report of the 
present condition of the several ibraries, under the follow- 
ing headings, viz: “ Original No. of volumes in library 
“No, at presont in library,” "No, still serviveable,” aud 
“No, seldom, if ever, used.” 


‘The accompanying Tables contain all these particula 
tnd shew that of 1828 volumes still serviceable, thore aro 
501 which are seldom if ever read, 
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OF the 804 vols. seleoted in 1860 for the Palace-street 


and Givins-street libraries, none are on this list, but all 
Ihave been sccept 





Je to the pupils. I presume that the 
‘explanation of this fact isto be found in the facility 
Thich so small a number of books could be selected from 
the stock of the Bdneation De 

swith the diffculy of selecting 
of 2887 books from the 
witha 
‘unserviceable to children, being of a historical, 
philosophical, oF ethical 


with 








aent, ia comparison 
in 1857-8, the lange number 











‘or any other ordinary stock, 
including. among. them 





works which are 





iti, 








acter 





‘The most popular books have been, of course, the most 
injured by wear and tear, ; whi 

that have disappeared, some have literally fallen to pieces, 
while many have been irvecoverab 





e, of the large number 











taken by pupils and 





parents who have moved from th 
instances, the loss of bookcase keys 






forthe subsequent los of iaadequately protected books, 


Bat f 
original 
have been nearly so servic 


the carefal manner in which the hooks 
y eovered by the female ‘Teachers, th 

able as they have proved ; the 
‘boards in whieh they were bound whea purchased having 
been, for the most part, very slight; so that the book 
generally speaking, were quite unit forthe servive whieh 
they were destined to undergo 





a not 














In onder to-make the best possible use of those which 
remain, I would respectfully suggest that they be brooght 
‘ngether to some central place ; that all which aro yet 
serviceable be classified and catalogued anew, by some 
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‘Teacher or other person to bo appointed and paid hy the 
Board as Librarian ; and that after the summer holidays, 
books be issued to such senior male aud female pupils, on 
alternate Saturdays, as may reecive tickets from their 
respective Head Masters or Head Mistresses, which shall 
centile them to such a privilege 


Should it be the pleasure of the Board to add to the 
Library iu any fature year, it would be much easier 10 
‘maintain one ibraty in a useful condition than to accom 
plish the very difficalt task of keeping fourteen libraries 
above the level of eontexpt 


Most of the pupils in our schools attend some Sunday 
School, from the library of which they dra entertaining 


1s well as religious books ; and I seapectally submit that 
all among them who, alter attending to their home du 
and preparing their home lessons, have leisure and 
nation for further reading, would gladly avail themselves 
ofthe privileges of the School Library, in the form which 
is now suggested, 


Respoctflly submited 
(Giened) JAMES PORTER, 


‘Toronto, January 7, 1865, et nine 
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‘OF BOOKS STILL SERVICRABLE, 
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7, LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT ON 
OVERCROWDED STATE OF JUNIOR 
DIVISIONS, 





To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Public Schools of the Cty of Toronto 


[REPORT (Ns. 6 OF THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT, 


Gexrtsates,—T beg to submit the following Report 
concerning the Junior Divisions of the City Schools, with 
cespocial reference to the approaching summer weather 





Thave frequently been asked by school authorities what 
‘numerical proportion the three 

organized city or town common school should bear to each 
other. My reply has uniformly been, that the senior 
divisions should comprise about fity pupils, in average 
attendance ; the intermediate divisions, about 60 ; and the 
Junior, about 70. During the month of April last, the 
‘average attendance in the fourteen distinct janior divisions 
‘of our eity schools was 90 pupils; ia eight of which schools 
there were from 90 up to 127. Tn all these divisions the 
attendance is inereasing, during the present mouth ; and 
will probably continue to increase, until the heat of the 
weather shall gradually reduce it: In all these divisions, 
too, the children and their Teachers sufer uot a litte, 
the sommer advances, and a fair smoant of school work 
can scarcely be perforied under such circumstances 


























Almost the only alleviation of this state of things which 
wwe have had for several successive years has been a 
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second recess of ten minutes forthe pupils of our janior 


Alivisions, both forenoon and aferaoon ; measure de- 
cidedly beneficial to such papils, but greatly distarbing 
to the business of those senior divisions, through whose 
rooms the janiors have to pass and re-pass on their way 
to and from the play ground, 


In the John Street school indeed, an occasional Teacher 
has been employed for two oF three of the swomer mouths ; 
and that measure has lforded cousideruble reel. Tam 
fully convinced that the most effetial pra 

of dealing with the general dificaty of over 

Junior divisions is that which has bee 

City of Detroit, and in some other cites 

half-day system, by means of which rom 50 

fare taught in the fore part of the day, aad the same 

of different scholars of the same grade in the alter 

the same dag, by the same Teachers 

reports the President of the Detroit B 

“from 100 to 120 scholars wil re 

three hours each day, aud have s 

aso ; while, under the former pla 100 
eholare” (our numbers are still is rowled 
{nto one room for six hours ; aud the cramped, confined 
condition of the scholars, andthe rigid diseipiine necessary 
to be enforced by the Teacher, to maintain onder, neither 
tend to increase the love of the scholar for school, nor 
stimolate him to study and progress ; nor do they tend to 
caltivate and improve the temper of the Teacher, aud the 
love for her work and the scholar. I think all the 
‘Teachers, in whose schools it has heen adopted, coueur 
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in the opinion that they ean advance 100 pupils, or even 
120, by the three hours rule, as rapidly as 75 papils by 
the six hours rule.” 


(On this subject the Special Report of the Detroit Com- 
mittee on Schools, and that of the School Superintendent 
for that ety, are well worthy of full consideration 


Meanwhile, Ihave fo request that the asaal appointment 
fof @ temporary Teachee for the Jobo-street School, and 
of any other temporary Teachers whom the Board may 
‘deem necessary, may be made for the ensuing summer. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES PORTER, 


‘Toronto, May 17, 1865. pe 


Subsequent to the submission of the above Report, the 
riding Committee on School Management, in their 
Report No, 6, reported as follows : “Having had under 


consideration the diicalty of keeping a very lange num 
ber of young ehildren empluyed during the loug afternoons 
of hot summer days, your Commitee are of opinion that . 
the attendance of such might be advantageously dispensed 
‘ith, some time before the regular hour (our o'clock) of 
closing school ; and thus, while relieving the very lite 


‘ones from the weariness of confinement in a heated and, 
rowed school room, enable the Teacher to devote more 
time and attention to the other and advanced pupils 
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Your Committee, therefore, recommend that the Local 

‘aperintendent should be authorized, in his diseretion, 
with regard to numbers and the heat of the weather, to 
relieve such of the gallery pupils as are not further than 
the first Reading Book from attendance atte three ollock, 
p.m, until otherwise ordered.” ‘This recommendation 
tras adopted by the Board on June 8th, and afforded no 
little relief to the children in the lower clasees of the 
Jnuior divisions 


8, ADOPTION OF CAMPBELLS GEOGRAPHY 
AND ATLAS 


‘The Committee on School Management at the same date 
(Jne 6th reported “That the Council of Public Tastrue- 
tion for Canada West, having withdrawn its sanction to 
the use of Morse’s, or any other American Geography, in 
the Common Schools of this Province, aud as a violation 
of this regulation will subject the school or schools cone 
cetued, to the loss of its legislative apportionment from 
the school grant, your Committee recommend that, after 
the ensuing summer vacation, «Campbell's School Geoe 
raphy and Atlas,’ prepared for the use of schools in the 
British Provinces, be recognized as the text-book in this 
branch of study in our schools.” ‘This recommendation 
was adopted by the Board, and has been duly carried out. 





CATION RE- 
>EOTING THE SUCCESS OF CERTATN 
SCHOLARS, ORIGINALLY FROM THE 
CITY SCHOOLS, 
sos1o Gnanoran Seuoor, Oet. 1 
nan and Monbers of the Board of School 
ustees of the City of Toronto, 


Greer, X to inform 
you that at the recent Matriealation E 
University of Toronto, two of the former pupils of the 


City Schools, to whom Scholarships were awanded by 
you, acgaitted themselves with great eredit, I refer to 
Dauiel Ry and Altred Baker. 


ver having pursued a satisfactory course in thie 

tives. years, carried off, in 1865, the highest 
Scholarship in Upper Canada College, from which institu 
tion he has just proceeded to the University, and has 
fained the rate distinction of being placed first in the fist 
lass in every subject of examina ring entitled 


thereby to several Scholarships 


Baker, the jonior in educational standing by one 
passed an examination, which thougis less brik 
that of bis too formidable competitor, was yet 

hly satisfactory = his standing is that of first lass i 
rmathematies, and second class in classics, history, apd 

English, and he bas obtained a Scholarship for general 
i in all the subjects of examination, 
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It is gratifying to observe, how, hy means of the various 
‘educational institutions ofthis ety, facies are presented 
to deserving boys, of all classes, for advancing from the 
lowest stages to highest distinetious in learning. By the 
establishment and maintenanee of the systems of free 
schools and scholorships we, in our favored day, scarcely 
feel the forve of the maxim of older times : * aud facile 
‘emrgunt quorum vitusibus ostat Res angusta domi 
T remain, gentlemen, 
‘Your most obeient, 
ARTHUR WICKSON, Recor, 


cannot close this Report without expressing the gra 
tifcation T have felt on observing that the efforts of the 


Board of School Trustees and of the Municipal Counel of 
this city for the promotion of higher and free education, 
in the case of such deserving youths as come under their 
immediate notice, are not overlooked by the Chief Buper- 
intendent of Bauention, 


In his Annnal Report to His Excellency the Governor 
General for 1864, he remarks : The Municipal Council 
and Board of School Trustees of the City of Toronto have 
set a noble example of encouraging diligence among the 
‘Teachers and pupils of their schools by not only procuring 

prize, but founding seven free Scholarships, 
ach tenable for two years in the Grammar School 
‘These prizes and scholarships are competed for by 
paper and oral examination, before examiners appointed 
by the Board of Trustees.” At these examinations the 
pupils of the varlogs City Common Schools compete, and 
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the prizes and scholarships (signed by the Mayor with the 
corporate seal of the city) are distributed at an annoal 
‘meeting held in the city lall. Tn this manner mertorions 
and promising pupils of the Common Schools earn a free 
‘grammar school education through the liberality of the 


runieipality, and thos make their way to the University, 
‘here the education is almost free.” 





Nor can T forbear to quoto the language of Mr. Justice 
‘Hagerty, in his recent charge to the grand jary atthe fall 
Assizes for the County ofthe City of Toronto, with respect 
to the uninstructed and vagrant children who are seen in 
every part of our city. “It is to be earnestly hoped that 
some attempt may be made to work dowaward to reach 
‘the grade of children apparently below the influence of our 
present system : to gather them in their rags and squalor, 
(Gf necessary) apart from those of their own age, who 
shrink from their contact.” I capnot but anticipate that 
the recent resolution of the Board, which bears on this 
particular subject, will lead to some good result in this 
‘very important diteetion, 
Respectflly submited, 
‘JAMES PORTI 





Ofice of Local Superintendent 
of Public Schools, 
Toronto, January, 1866, 


Submitted fo the Board, January 17, 1866, and referred 
fo the Committee on School Management. "Reported on 
by said Committee on February 7th, aud ordered by the 
‘Board to be printed for tho information of the rate-payers 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


10 THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMUERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE CITY OF TORONTO. 


Genrtraey,—I have the honour to submit to you the 
following Report on the Public Schools of this city, for the 
year 1865 


Inall probability, our School population, like our general 
population, has not much increased during the year. Our 
aggregate School attendance has slightly exceeded that of 
1864, and our average registered monthly attendance has 
somewhat increased ; but our average daily attendance, 
especially during the last four months of the year, has been 
diminished by an unasual prevalence, first of sammer 
complaint, and afterwards of measles, more particularly 
among the younger pupils. ‘The extreme precaution which 
is taken in our schools against the spread of any infectious 
sickness, often operates to our disadvantage in the matter 
of attendance, as no member of a family in which such 
sickness is known to exist is allowed to come to school, 

2 
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while many parents are perhaps needlessly unwilling to 
send their healthy children, lest they should suffer from 
intercourse with others, 


It is perhaps necessary that, as in former reports, I 
should again remark on the unfairness of those persons 
who, in dealing with our school statisties, lay undue stress 
on the comparison of our aggregate registered number of 
pupils with the number in daily average attendance. ‘The 
aggregate number includes for the year 1865, 300 pupils, 
whose names have been entered on more than one school 
in the course of the year, It also includes many who left 
the city after but a few days attendance at school, several 
who have died, and others who entered when the year was 
nearly ended. The average registered monthly attendance 


and the average daily attendance may be properly and 
usefully compared ; and if, for the year 1865, that 
comparison is not s0 favourable as for the year 1864, the 
probable cause of the disadvantage may be found in the 
wide spread sickness referred to above. 


In the month of February, the Standing Committee on 
Sitesand Buildings, under authority of the Board, completed 
the purchase of the four lots on Blizabeth and Sayer Streets, 
‘on which it was proposed to erect a school building, which, 
it was hoped, would effectually relieve the pressure that 
is still felt in the Louisa Street School. The impossibility 
of providing desk accommodation for the children in the 
Centre Street School, the more forward pupils from which 
must therefore be either allowed to wander on the streets, 
or transferred to other schools, the nearest of whieh, that 
at Louisa Street, is already overerowded, renders the 
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provision of further school accommodation in the north-west 
portion of Saint John’s Ward a matter of no small impor- 
tance. 


‘The High School question has been again and earnestly 
discussed in the course of the year. So faras the interests 
of boys are concerned, it seems to have been set at rest 
by the recently enacted Grammar School Law, which, as 
explained by the Chief Superintendent of Education in his 
circular addressed to Mayors of Cities, provides that the 
Grammar Schoo! shall become, what it ought to be, a High 
School for the City—an intermediate school between the 
Common Schools and the University, -preparing pupils to 
matriculate into the University either in Aris or Law, or in 
the department of Civil Engineering, providingfor intending 
surveyors their preliminary education, and imparting the 
higher branches of an English and Commereial Education 
to those youths whose parents do uot wish them to study 
Greek or Latin.” No Public High Schoo! education for 

Is yet exists in this city, the action taken by the Board 
of School Trustees in that direct recorded in my 
Report for 1864, having been disapproved by the City 
Council, and not enforced by the Board. 


A careful visitation of the several City Schools was made 
by the Committee on School management, which began on 

uesday, April 4th, and ended on Monday, April 10th, 
the results of which were on May 8rd submitted by the 
Committee to the Board in a three-fold report, the first 
part of which wasentitled “general”; the second, “detailed”; 
and the third, special”. 
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On July 19th, the Committee of the Whole reported as 
follows: That the Standing Committee on School Manage- 
ment are entitled to the best thanks of this Board for their 
report, No. 5, and for the careful visitation recently made 
by the Committee to the several city schools; and that 
said report be laid on the table ;” which was carried 


A copy of the “general” report of the committee will be 
found in this report, under the heading “ Special matters 
worthy of record.” 


On June 28th, Mr. Brooke, a member of the Board, gave 
notice that he would move for the appointment of a select, 
Committee of five members to report to the Board 


1. Whether the attendance at the Common Schools of 
this city has kept pace with the population since their 
establishment in 1844? 


2, Whether the character of the attendance has or has 
not deteriorated ? 


8, What is the cost per child to the city under the present 
arrangement, (the same to be stated according to the res- 
pective existing divisions of Primary, Intermediate and 
Senior)? 


4, Whether, in view of the present depressed state of 
the finances of the city, some change cannot be made in the 
administration of the schools, by which considerable saving 
may be effected consistent with efficiency ? 
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On July 19th, Mr. Brooke, seconded by Mr. Milligan, 
moved thatDr, Adams, Mr. Baxter, Mr. William Armstrong, 
Hon. Mr. McMurrich, and the mover, be the said 
Committee. 

16th, the Report of the Committee was 
submitted, read and received, and considered in Committee 
of the Whole. The Committee of the Whole rose and re- 
ported the following resolution :~—" That the thanks of the 
Board be given to the Select Committee for the important 
report now presented ; that this committee rise, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again ; and that the Local 
Superintendent be ‘requested to communicate officially to 
the Board his views on the several matters contained in 
the said report ;” which was adopted on division. 


On December 6th, the Local Superintendent submitted 
and read his report, as required, and the same having been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, on its sitting again, 

y adjournment from the last meeting, the action of the 
Committee of the Whole, finally approved by the Board, 
without a division, was embodied in the following resolution : 


1, "That, in view of all the evidence now before this 
Board, it is not, in the opinion of the Board, necessary or 
expedient to adopt the changes suggested in the Report of 
the Select Committee.” 


“That, in the opinion of this Board, it is of very great 
importance that means be early adopted for the education 
of the many untaught children who are now wandering 
about the streets of our city ; and that it be an instruction 
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to the Committee on School Management to ascertain what 
means are practicable, in order to accomplish that object. 


‘A copy of the Report of tho Special Committee, also a 
copy of the Report of the Local Superintendent on the 
matters therein contained, will be found under the heading, 
"Special matters worthy of record” 


¢ military drill of the senior pupils of the several 

for one hour in each week, was resamed during 

week in May, and continued;until the end of 

November. Its effects,as heretofore, have been uniformly 
beneficial. 


‘The Rev. Mr. Boddy has again very kindly furnished 
religious instruction, during one hour on every Friday 
afternoon, to those pupilsof the Park School whose parents 
are members of the Church of England ; and a similar good 
work has been performed by the Rev. Mr. Baldwin, at the 
Victoria Street School, on every Wednesday afternoon. 


‘To Jesse Ketchum, Wsq, the¥schools are again indebted 
for 265 copies of the New Testament, (in value $23.85,) 
which are used in school by those of the senior pupils 
who receive them, while they remain under our eare ; and 
are taken with them, as tokens of Mr. Ketchum’s kinduess, 
when they leave school. 


‘The state of the several School Libraries has long oc- 
casioned me no little anxiety. On Junej7th, I submitted 
to the Board a special report concerning them, a copy of 
which is inserted in this report, under the heading “Special 
matters worthy of record.’ 
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‘UMMARY OF SCHOOLS, SCHOOL DAYS, 
TEACHERS, AND ATTENDANCE AND Cost 
OF PUPILS, FOR THE YEAR 1865. 


‘The following summary shows the number of Schools, 
of days during which the Schools were open, of Teachers, 
and of Pupils in attendance ; together with the entire cost 
of the schools for the year, and the cost per pupil, 


1, Nuwper or Scuoots, 


‘The number of Schools was nine, (9,) namely, the Palace- 
strect, George-street, Park, Victoria-street, Louisa-str 
Centre-street, John-street, Phebe-street, and Givins’- 
street School ; each of which has a separate Male and 
Female Department. 


2, Nuwzen or Sonor Days. 


During the six months, ending June 80th 

During the six months, ending December 
Bist, in whieh the Summer holidays 
were included == =~ 


Total - - 


5, Nummer om Tracnens, 


‘There have been employed by the Board during the 
year : 


‘Head Masters 
Male Assistant 
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Senior Female Assistants - 
Junior Female Assistants - 


Total - - = = 


N.B—Ten Female Teachers have also been 0} 
employed, on account of the sickness of any of the regular 
Teachers, 


For particulars, see Appendix I, (Table A.) 
4, Nowper or Purms 


‘The aggregate number of pupils entered on the Registers 
of the several Schools, daring the year, was, 
Moles - - - - + + 
Females - 


Tot, = = = 


Increase, as compared with 1864,—176. 


N.B.—For particulars, see Appendix I. (Table B.) 


Of these there attended as follows, viz. 


Less than 2 
From 20to 50 
“50 to 100 
100 to 150 
* 150 to 200 
© 200 to 225 


‘Total, eos 


N.B—For analysis, see Appendix I. (Table ©.) 





13 


‘The following is the number of pupils who were trans- 
ferred to any school from any other of the City Schools, 
during the year 1865, and whose names appear on the 
register of more than one school 


Palace Street - 

George“ 

The Park 21 

Victoria Street 23 

Louisa J 40 

Centre 12 

John 26 

Phoebe 19 28 
Givins’  “ 23 35 


Totals, 189 Ta 300 


The average registered monthly attendance was, 


Males, 
Females, 


Total, 


Tnerease, as compared with 1864,—126¥%. 


N.B.—For particulars, see Appendix I, (Table D.) 





4 
The average of average monthly attendance was, 


Males, S(O ee 134hir 
Females, yaa ake OF 


Total, - 
Tnerease, as compared with 1864,—68r5. 


N.B—For particulars, see Appendix I, (Tables D. and 
BE) 


‘The average daily attendance was, 
Males, g 
Females, - 
Total, 
Decrease, as compared with 186: 
The average attendance of pupil 


Males, see 
Females, - = 2 


‘Total, 


Increase, as compared with 1864,—59. 


‘The average half-lay absences were, 
Males, Bags 


Females, 9 - = = 
Total, 158itt 


Inerease, as compared with 1864, 
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‘The average late attendances were. 


Males, : 1663 
Females, 


Increase, as compared with 186 


‘The smallest attendance, on any one day, in the several 
Schools, during the year 1865, was, 


Palace-street, July 12th, 26 30 56 
George E 1 115887 
‘The Parl 68 152 
Vietoria-stre 103 207 
Louisa * i 144 277 
Centre $ 30 55 
Tobn-s Ath, 83 5 140 
Phoebe Tuly 12th, 89 223 
fivins’ “Jan, 5th, 53 3 8T 


718 1454 
Smallest attendance in 1864, 770 5 1529 
In seven of the Schools the smallest attendance was on 
the 12th of July ; in one, on January 4th, the day on 
which the Schools were re-opened, after the Winter holi- 
days ; and in one, on January 5th 


‘The largest attendance at the several Schools in the 
year 1865, was, 


Palace-street, April 12th, 115 92 207 
George May Ist, 229° 184418 





‘The Park, — March 29th, 
Vietoria-street, May 15th 
Louisa May 1 
Centre “ May 3rd 
John April 3rd, 
Phebe “June 12th 
Givins’ “Sept. 13th, 


1385 


Largest attendance in 1864, 1464 1867-2831 


‘The largest attendance at the several Schools ranged 
from March 29th to September 13th, and oceurred in one 
instance in March ; in two instances in April ; in four in 


May ; in one in June, and in one in September. 


5. Cost or tHE ScHoor 


Regarding the total cost of the Schools for the year 
as $26,448.80, then the cost per pupil, calculated 
as per aggregate number of pupils registered, 
are 

per average registered monthly attendance, 

wes - = = = = = e 
‘As per average daily attendance, was - 


Should we, however, deduct from the gross estimate, the 
annual interest on sites, buildings, and furniture, namely, 
$5,856.80, then the difference, $21,092.00, will represent 
the net cost of the Schools for the year 1865, which will be 
only $9.87 per pupil, in average daily attendance. 


N.B—Seo also Appendix I. (Table H.) 





Il. SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION. 


Subjects of instruction, and number of Pupils engaged 
at some time during the year in the study of each 


In Reading, namely, 
First National Reader 
Second - 

Third : 
Fourth z 
Fifth y 


‘Total 


In Arithmetic, 
English Grammar, 


General Geography G 


Writing, (not including writing on slates, 
Book-keeping, 

Mensuration, 

Algebra, 

Geometr} 

Natural Philosophy, 

Vocal Music, 

Linear Drawing, - 2 
Needlework, (Girls) : 


For particnlars, see Appendix I. (Table F.) 
IIL. SCHOOL BOOKS IN USE. 


‘The books used have been the National Readers 
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Sullivan's Spelling Book Superseded ; Sangster's Elemen- 
tary Arithmetic ; Lennie’s English Grammar ; Sullivan’s 
Introduction to Geography ; Campbell’s School Geography 
and Atlas ; Edwards’ Summary of English History ; The 
National Book-keeping ; The National Mensuration ; 
Colenso’s Algebra ; and various editions of Euclid’s 
Elements, 


All the Schools are amply provided with Blackboards 
and Maps. 
IV. SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


‘The number of volumes in the School Libraries, at this 
date, is— 


Male Departments 1345 
Female Departments 668 


‘Total, - - - 2013 
‘The number of volumes taken out during the year, was, 


Male Departments 
Female Departments 


To 


For particulars, see Appendix T. (Table G.) 


V. LECTURES. 


‘The Annual Lecture, required by law, was delivered by 
the Local Superintendent, in each of the six large Sehool- 
houses and in the Palace-street School-house, during the 
latter part of October and the earlier part of November. 
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‘The subject was ‘ Our City Schools ; with remarks on 
certain recently published mis-statements concerning 
them.” The attendance was better than usual, and the 
Lecture was favourably received. 


VI. EXAMINATIONS, 


‘The three usual Examinations were held in the course 
of the year, namely, the Combined Examination of pupil 
selected from each Division of each Department of the 
several Schools, and the Summerand Winter Examinations 
of all the Schools, 


1. THE COMBINED EXAMINATIONS. 


This Examination took place, by order of the Board (on 
the recommendation of the Committee on School Manage- 
ment,) at the Victoria-street School-house, on Monday, the 
17th of July. ‘The examiners were the Rev. Wm. Gregg, 
M.A,, and the Rev. A. Wickson, LL.D., Head Master of 
the Toronto Grammar School. As on former similar 
oceasions, the pupils examined were three individuals from 
each division of each department, male and female, of the 
several schools, selected hy their respective teachers for 
their general proficieney combined with unilormly good 
conduct, and approved by the Local Superintendent. ‘They 
were classed, for the purpose of examination, according to 
the Divisions to which they belonged in their several 
schools, as First (or Junior,) Second (or Intermediate,) 
and Third (or Senior.) There was an exception to this 
arrangement, in the case of the Female Departments of the 
Park and John-street Schools, each of which consists of 
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but two Divisions, (Senior and Junior,) the pupils of the 
Senior Divisions ot which were, therefore, examined as 
against each other in Third (or Senior) Division work, 


‘There was another exception, in the case of the Palace- 
street and Givins’-street Schools, which also have only 
two Divisions each (Senior and Junior) in either Depart- 
ment, but the pupils of the Senior Divisions of these Schools, 
were not only examined as against each other, but also as 
against the senior pupils of the larger Schools. 


‘The Examination was partly oral, and in part was con- 
ducted by means of printed questions, copies of whieh will 
be found in Appendix TL. (A.) 


For list of pupils arranged in order of merit, who, on 
the recommendation of the Examiners, received Scholar- 
ships, Prizes, or Certificates, see Appendix II. (B.) 


‘As recommended by the Committee on School Manage- 
ment, it was ordered by the Board, that a Publie Meeting 
for the distribution of Scholarships, Prizes, and Certificates 
of Honour, recommended by the Examiners, be held in the 
St, Lawrence Hall, on the evening of Friday, July 28th, 
the arrangements for which should be similar to those of 
former years. The Mayor of the City, was, as usual, 
invited to preside and to distribute the honours to the 
successful candidates. His worship however, being un- 
avoidably absent from the City, his place was occupied by 
the Chairman of the Board of ‘Trustees, the Hon. Jobn 
‘MeMurrich, 
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The Common Council of the City having made a grant 
for the year inaid of the County Grammar School, the 
Mayor, on bebalf of the Common Council, was pleased to 
accept, as beneficiaries of the City, seven of the Senior 
pupils of the City Schools, who were recommended by the 
Examiners forsuch special distinction, and were nominated 
accordingly by the Board of School Trustees 


The following is a copy of the report of the meeting, as 
farnished by the Globe newspaper of Saturday, July 29th, 
which includes the Report of the Examiners at the 
Combined Examination. A copy isappended of the Report 
of Dr. Wickson, Rector of the Grammar School, on the 
conduct and progress of the boys under his charge who had 
previously been recipients of City Scholarships. 


THE CITY SCHOOLS. 


ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING. 


A Public Meeting for the purpose of reading the Report 

of the Examiners, and for the distribution of Scholarships 

and other Prizes, to the several pupils entitled to receive 

them, took place last evening in the St. Lawrence Hall. 

Upon the platform were the Hon, Mr. McMurrich, Rev. 

Dr. Ryerson, Rev. Dr. Fuller, Rev. Dr. Willis, Rey. Dr. 
° 
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‘Wickson, Rey. Mr. Porter, Rev. Mr. Frazer, from England, 
and Messrs. C. W. Cooper, G. A. Barber, O. R. Brooke, 
W. and R. Armstrong, J. Greenlees, and A. Jardine. 


Hon. Mr, McMurrrcu, was chosen to preside. Tn taking 
the position, he remarked that he very much regretted the 
absence of the Mayor from the city, whose duty and plea 
sure it would otherwise have been to preside upon the 
occasion, For his own part, he was happy to be able to 
congratulate the f Toronto upon the noble Com- 
mon Schools which they possessed. (Applause.) They 
had reason to be proud of them, and thankful for them. 
Those who were best acquainted with their operation knew 
how to appreciate the great and noble work which they 
were performing for the people, and lor the youth attending 
them, The common schoolsin Toronto numbered ninein all 
‘Three of them were very large, handsome buildings, well 
‘ventilated, and the comfort and covenience of the pupils in 
every way provided for. In the Ward of St. John they 
had been obliged to resort to the use of an additional 
building to relieve the over-crowded state of Louis 

School, and he believed that if they had another school 
house in that populous quarter of the city, double the 
number would be in attendance that there was at present. 
The number of children attending the common schools of 
Toronto was in the aggregate, 5,550. The monthly register 
of attendance showed 3,121, and the average daily attend- 
ance was 2.400. ‘That did not seem a large number com- 
pared with the population of the city, but it must be re- 
membered, he said, that a large number of children were 
attending the Roman Catholic Separate Schools, besides 
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the numerous private schools that existed in almost every 
portion of the city. The total cost of the schools for the 
past year had been $26,187. The cost per pupil, taking 
the aggregate number, had been $4.70 ; taking the average 
monthly attendance, $8.39, and taking the average daily 
attendance $10.91. The average monthly attendance was 
the correct basis to take, which gave $8.39 as the cost of 
educating each scholar for twelve months. Deducting, 
however, the appropriation towards the interest and sinking 
fand for the cost of the buildings, and the $3,000 received 
from Government, and they had $17,720 left as the total 
cost of the year’s education to the city. Every effort was 
being made by the Board of ‘Trustees for reducing the 
expenses still further, if that could be done without inter- 
fering with the efficiency of the Schools, He should, for 
himself, like to see an improvement in one direction, and 
that was in relation to educating the poor neglected ones 
who were daily found upon the streets instead of in the 
sehool-room. He was not sure that if they could have the 
power granted them of compelling that class of children to 
attend school, it would answer to enforce that power, 
because he thought it might drive an equal number out of 
the schools. He thought it would be advisable to have a 
combination of the free and rate-bill systems—a rate-bill 
for those who preferred paying it for the sake of having 
superior schools, and free schools for the poor ragged ones, 
He was himself as much as anybody opposed to the com- 
mon school system before it became the law of the land, 
but as the people preferred it, he had made up his mind to 
take hold of it, and try to make it as useful as possible, 
He did not approve of any agitation for a rate-bill in 
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opposition to the present free school system, but thought they 
might be combined together to much advantage in Toronto. 
Some years ago it was thought by leading educational men 
of Toronto, that it would be advantageous to have the gram- 
mar andeommon schools more neatly related to each other. 
‘Phe grammar school, he said, was one of the four grammar 
schools first established, and which were, for a long period, 
the only ones in the Province. Tt received its support, at 
present, from four different sourees—from the Government, 
from the County Council, from the City Corporation, and 
from school fees. With a view of giving the Corporation 
greater interest in the institution, the plan of giving 
scholarships in it as premiums to thecommonschool schola 
hau beenadopted. Attirst, fourteen scholarships were grant- 
ed, each for one year, but subsequently, in 1860, the number 
was reduced to seven each year, and the time covered by 
the scholarship extended to two y ‘These handsome 
prizes had stirred up both pupils and teachers, as was 
evident from the great progress making in the schools 
from year to year. The Rector of the school had given a 
very complimentary account of the manner in which those 
pupils behaved themselves in that school, and in some in 
stances, where it was thought to be deserved, the time had 
been extended over the two years. In concluding, he 
asked the Secretary of the Board, Mr. Barber, to read to 
the meeting, first the report of the Rector with regard to 
‘the conduct of the boys sent last year, and then the report 
of the Examiners of the City Schools. (Applause.) 


Mr. Barber, before proceeding with the reports, re- 
marked, that he had sent out invitations to 125 prominent 





citizens, clergymen, and others, soliciting their attendance 
upon the platform, and had (0 regret that other official 
Auties, or absence from town, had prevented so many of 
them from attending, He then read Rev. Dr. Wickson’s 
report in reference to the eity boys of the Grammar School, 
which spoke of their conduet, industry, and progress in 
flattering terms. He next read the report of the examiners 
as follows — 


REPORT OF EXAMINERS AT THE COMBINED 
EXAMINATION OF TORONTO COMMON 
SCHOOLS. 


‘The examiners beg to report, that they have examined 
132 pupils selected from the different schools. ‘The result 
of the examination they now submit, 


FIRST DIVISION. 


From this division fifty-four pupils presented themselves 
for examination. Of these, twelve came from Palace and 
Givins'street Schools, in which there are only two 
divisions, taught by two teachers. ‘These where examined 
against each other. ‘The pupils from Palace-street excelled 
in arithmetic. ‘Those from Givins’street in reading and 
spelling, Neither did well in geography. ‘The examiners 
recommended prizes and certificates of honour to be given 
to the following -— 


Pnizes—1. Jannet Henderson, Givins’street, 2 Skane 
Low, Palace Street ; Ana Wright, Givins’-street ; Arthur 
Boyd, Givins’-street. 
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Cerrrrcares—3, Inez McLaughlin, Palace-street ; 
Emma Lane, Palace-street. 


The remaining forty-two pupils came in equal numbers 
from George, Park, Victoria, Louisa, Centre, John and 
Phbe-streets, and were examined orally, like the pre- 
coding, in reading, spelling, arithmetic, and geography. 


‘The reading generally was very fair ; that in George, 
Lonisa and Victoria, the best. ‘The spelling was Vv 
good ; that in Centre, Phosbe and George-streets, the best. 
Arithmetic was scarcely 80 good ; Victoria and Centre 
streets, the best: Geography but middling ; Geonge-street, 
the best, 


In this department the examiners recommended 
prizes and certificates of honour be given 


Prizes—l. Henrietta Lavallie, George- 

‘Townson, George-street ; Matilda McLean, George-street. 
3, Emma Farragher, George street ; John Whiteside, 
Victoria-street. 4, Thomas Greer, Park School; Helen 
Paton, Victoria-street. 5, Henry Bright, Park School ; 
John Salter, Centre-street ; Catharine Robinson, Phobe- 
street 


Centrrroarss—6, William Benson, George-street ; James 
‘Thomson, Louisa-street ; Margaret Ross, Centre-street. 7, 
Sarah E, Love, Vietoris-street ; William Loudon, Centre- 
street ; John Cudhie, Phoobe-street. 
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SECOND OR INTERMEDIATE DIVISION 


Of this division, 30 pupils were examined as competitors 
in reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geogra- 
phy and history. 


‘The reading was generally very good Louisa and Phosbe- 
streets, the best. Spelling was generally good, George- 
street and the Park, the best. The writing was very good, 
the Park, Victoria, Louisa and George-streets, the best. 
In arithmetic, there were great varieties, the Park and 
Victoria, the best. The grammar was but middling, 
George and Vitoria, the best. Geography was very good, 
the Park, Vietoria and George-street, the best, History 
good, the Park, Victoria and Louisa the best, 


The examiners recommended that prizes and certificates 
of honour be given to the following :-— 


Prizus—1, Henry Davis, Park-street, 2, William 
Mouro, Vietoria-street. 3, Frederick Wood, Park School. 
4, John H. Day, George-street. 5, Joseph Dawson, 
Victoria-street. 6, Thomas M. Smith, George-street. 7, 
Georgina Winsor, Vietoria, 


Cznrieroarss—8, W. P. Elliott, Lonisa-street. 9, Lyman 
Miller, George-street, and A. F. Middleton, Louisa-street, 
10. Rowland Carter, Louisa-street. 11, Bessie Cline, 
George-street, and Jemima Robertson, Vietoria School, 


Of the second division, six pupils from the Park and 
‘Jobn-street were competitors 
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They generally did well in all the branches except 
arithmetic, grammar, definitions and derivations, The 
Park excelled in writing, spelling and history ; John street 
in reading and geography. 


The examiners recommended prizes and certificates to 
the following -= 


Prizes—1, Sarah Hawthorn, the Park School, 2, 
Elizabeth Ryrie, Park School. 


Cenrmicate—3, Georgina Morris, John-street. 


It was arranged that six pupils from this division of the 
Palace-street School should be examined against an equal 
number from Givins’-street. The latter pupils were found 
to be fully equal to the senior pupils from the other schools. 
‘The Palace-strect pupils were therefore left to be examined 
by themselves. They did well in reading, writing and 
spelling, but not so well in the other branches. 


The examiners recommended prizes to be given to the 
following -— 


Prizes —1, John Treloar, Palace-street. 2, W.8. Gill, 
Palace street. 


‘THIRD OR SENIOR DIVISION. 


‘The subjects of exainination in this division were reading, 
writing, spelling, definicions and derivations, arithmetic, 
grammar, geography, history, mensuration, algebra, and 
geometry. ‘The senior pupils of Givins’-street School, 
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which there are only two divisions, were sent to be 
examined as against those of the Palace-street School, 
similarly situated, but having, notwithstanding supposed 
disadvantages, acquitted themselves not less ereditably 
than any other school, are classed with the rest. 


The reading in most of the schools was very fair—that 
in George, Victoria, and Louisa, the best. Jennie Spink, 
of George-street, was the best reader. ‘The writing was 
very good—that in Victoria and Phoebe, the best. ‘The 
best specimens were those of James Matthew, Givins’- 
street ; James F. Marshall, George-street ; and James 
g was remarkably good— 
ret and the Park,the best. With few exceptions, 
the answars in definitions and derivations were not very 
good. Inarith here were great varieties—Lou 
and Georg-streets, the best. Grammargenerally not very 
good—Gearge-street and Vietoria, the best. Geography 
was fair—Civins'-street, George, and Louisa, the best. 
History wat very fair—Lonisa, Givins’, and the Park, the 
best. 


In the dep:riments of mensuration, algebra, and geome- 
try, the girls vere not expected toanswer. Some of them 
however, wrot good papers on Algebra. ‘The papers of 
the boys in metsuration were not good. Many in algebra, 
were excellent—Geonge-street and (ivins’street, the best. 
James Wardlaw of George-street, and James F. Mitchell, 
of the Park, did all the questions. In geometry, also, 
many did very wll—Givins’-street and the Park, the best. 
James F. Mitchel, of the Perk, and William H. Dean, 
and Jobn G. Keler, both of Givins’-street, did all the 
propositions. 





30 


It was remarked in last year's report, that on the whole 
the answering of the girls, in the departments in which th 
were examined, was decidedly superior to thatof the boy 
‘This year, the boys and girls have answered about equally 
well. William H. Dean, of Givins’-street. obtained the 
greatest number of marks of all the pupils. 


In this Division the Examiners recommend that Seholai 
ships, Prizes, and Certificates of honour, be offered to the 
following 


Scnorarspres—(Boys.)—1, William H. Dean, Givius 
street. 2, John G, Keeler, Givins'-street. 3, Davi 
Elder, George-street. 4, James F, Marshall Geonge- 
street. 5, James'T. Mitchell, the Park. 6, James Matthew, 
Givins’-street. 7, James Wardlaw, George-stieet. 


Cerrirtcatss or Honour. (Boys.}-8, Frederick Manly, 
Victoria-street. 9, John H. Curran, the Park. 10, 
William Lovell, Louisa-street. 


Nork.—-The Examiners have learned that ames Matthew 
would prefer a prize to a scholarship, Shaald he continue 
in this purpose, the Examiners recommend that a prize be 
given to him, and that a scholarship, insted of a prize, be 
offered to Frederick Manley, whose ansrering was very 
creditable. 


Prizes—l, Maria Jones, Phabe-stree: 2, Jennie Spink, 
George-street. 3, Christina Kenne: 

Margaret Matthew,Givins’-street. 5, Elbu Harney, 

street. 6, Henrietta Williams, Victoriastreet. 7, Susanna 
E, Foster, Louisa-street, 
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CenmimroaTss—8, Mary Maugham, Victoria-street. 9 
Augusta Roddy, 6 


‘The Examiners have to observe, in conclusion, that there 
seems to bea general improvement in the answering of 
the pupils, especially on the part of the boys, 


As on previous oceasions, they derived valuable 
assistance from the Rev. James Porter, the Local Super- 
intendent. 


WILLIAM GREGG, A.M. * 
ARTHUR WIUKSON, LLD., § Examiners. 


‘Toronto, July 19, 1865, 


‘The report was received with applause, and the distri- 
bution of the scholarships, prizes, and honour cards 
then proceeded with, the pupils being called upon the 
platform in groups, according to the reward to be given. 
In presenting them the chairman addressed to the recipients 
appropriate remarks, calculated to urge them on to still 
greater attainments and honours in their studies and through 
life, It was a most pleasing sight to a disinterested beholder, 
and one highly gratifying to the parents and friends of the 
girls and boys, to see them come forward to the platform, 
one by one, as their names were called, in full view of the 
snbly, to receive their prizes, and march off with 
seats amid the applause of the audience. 
The books distributed were all got up in most handsome 
style, and many of their recipients exhibited the value they 
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attached to them by taking them at once to their friends in 
the audience for examination, On the girls side of the 
hall, one of the most valuable prizes was carried off by a 
young lady of African descent ; and on the oth 

little boy from the Protestant Orphan's Home, occupied an 
honourable place amoug the prize takers. The interesting 
ceremony concluded, the chairman introduced 


Rey, Dr. Wins, Principal of Knox’s College, who 
expressed himself as having been so much gratified and 
interested with the proceedings that he had almost forgotten 
his purpose of remaining only three-quarters of an hour, 
in order to be present at another meeting, and was there 
still. It was one of the most pleasant evenings, to him, 
that he ever spent in the city. ‘Three or four classes of 
people, at least, had been made happy by the proceedings 
of the evening. ‘There were, in the first place, the young 
people, whose happiness no one could doubt. Secondly, 
their parents and friends ; thirdly their teachers, and fourth- 
ly, all others connected with the common school system of 
education in an official manner in the city, such as the 
Chairman, the Superintendent of Education, the Local 
Superintendent, the School Trustees, &c. He had himself 
attended some of the examinations, and had been gratified 
with the attention paid to orthography. When he first 
came to Canada, he was very much struck with the want 
of proper education in orthography. It was a great bless- 
ing to be able to read God’s Word, and he trusted the 
children would not fail to read that book often, and seek 
to tarn the information they had acquired to good purpose, 
in endeavouring to leave the world better than they found 
it. Ithad been charged that many pupils of the common 





33 


schools had turned out badly, but he thought that in every 
se that would be found the exception, and not the rule. 
(Applause ) 


Ruy. Dr. Ryersoy, was next called upon, and said he 
was sorry that so many who would have taken pleasure in 
being present, had been prevented from attending. ‘Tho 
chairman remarked that besides the common schools there 
were numerous private schools, to which he would add, 
that there was the Grammar School and the Upper Canada 
College, and the Model School, all of which took part in 
educating the youths of Toronto, He called attention to 
the fact, that it was competent for the people of every 
locality to determine for themselves whether they would 
have the common school system, or, after adopting it, 
whether they would have a rate-bill school. ‘There was 
one town in Canada that has never adopted the common 
school system, and it now desired to adopt it, but through 
some provision of its Act of Incorporation, it could not do 
so without a special act. Almost everything in reference 
to education was in the hands of the people, no application 
to the Government being necessary. AS to prizes, he 
took pleasure in saying that during the past two months, 
upwards of twenty townships had sent sums of from $5 to 
$20 to him for prizes, to be distributed at competition 
examinations of the children of the whole township, and he 
was happy to see that the same principle was being adopted 
in some counties He congratulated the city of ‘Toronto 
that they had adopted the plan, and found it work so well, 
of appealing to the love of approbation of the children—a 
principle lying deep within the human constitution, and 
acted upon in all the colleges, in military life, and in all 
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well regulated families. It was to be remembered, that 
these prizes were given for general progress in all the 
branches of education, and not for what was called mere 
book reading. Every competitor had to be diligent, 
punctual, and of good general character. It wasalso worthy 
of remarks, that these principles applied equally to all 

of people, high or low, rich or poor, Tt was the same feel- 
ing that led the soldiers of England to scale the heights of 
Alma, that was appealed to in the granting of those prizes. 
‘The more this feeling was appealed to, awakened and 
properly directed, the more would society be elevated to 
what it ought to be. It had helped materially in raising 
the standard of general education in Canada, under the 
common school system. Canada was much in advance of 
the mother country in her school system. All that could 
be done in England was through denominational channels, 
He was thinking that ifevery corporation in England, were 
to contrive to afford encouragement to the educational 
interests of England, such an improvement in educating 
the masses could soon be madeas had been made in Canada, 
Within the past few months he had sent oat not less than 
18.000 volumes, to be distributed as prizes throughout the 
country schools of Canada, He hoped that they would all 
try to adopt the principle of not depending on mere book 
learning, but educating the whole mind, and leading the 
pupils to think. In conelnsion, he wonld say that they 
had on the platform a gentleman, the Rev. Mr, Fraser, who 
was deputed by the English Government to visit Canada 
in the interest of improving middle-class education in 
England, from whom, if he would be kind enough to gratity 
them, he was sure the audience would like to hear. 
(Applanse.) 
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Rev. Mr. Fraser said that at the urgent solicitation of 
his friend, Rev. Dr. Ryerson, he had consented to make a 
few remarks. He had been sent to America by a com- 
mission appointed by the Queen, to inquire into and, if 
possible, improve the system of schools for the education 
of the sons and danghters of the middle-classes of England. 
‘Those schools were at present in a very unsatisfactory 
condition. Some of them were Grammar Schools founded 
two hundred years ago, in which very little improvement 
upon old methods had taken place. Another class of 
schools wassupported by joint stock associations, anda third 
were denominated Private Venture schools, He had been 
but a week in Canada, but had spent three months in the 
United States, in different parts, examining the working 
of their school systems. He found his visit here rather 
inopporinne, on account of the vacations, and was afraid 
he would only have a month to spend in the Province. 
It was his intention to be present at the Provincial Teach- 
ers’ Association, which commences in this city shortly, and to 
visit as many of the schools through the country as possible. 
He thought the expense of educating the youth of Toronto 
very light, after having come from New York, where it 
was $20 per scholar. Knowing something of the cost of 
other descriptions of schools, he could say that, to him, the 


of the common school education seemed very 

eof different systems, 
‘one must remember the old maxim, that there is a sort of 
economy which is penny-wise and pound-foolish, which 
looks after cheese-parings and potato-peelings, and takes 
no notice of great oceans of waste in other parts of the 
establishment. And, in looking at what their schools ost, 
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they should consider also what they saved in policemen, 
gaols, penitentiaries, poor-houses, &c, hear.) He 
believed the efficient masters of Lonisa-street and Vietoria- 
street schools, which he had visited yesterday, were worth 
nearly a hundred policemen. Another objection to the 
American and Canadian system, which he had heard before 
coming here was, that it was a godless system, by which 
it was meant that the teaching of religion was excluded 
from those schools. He must say that he, for one, as a 
clergyman of the Church of England, did regret that in the 
United States and here, it was not possible to introduce 
something more of direct religious teaching—he did not 
mean sectarian or even doctrinal teaching, but something 
to bring children more under spiritual influences, and to 
make them realize their relations to God their Father, 
Christ their Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit their Sanctifier. 
But the blame for the exclusion of religious teaching must 
not be thrown on the school system—it was the Christian 
communities which could uot agree among themselv 

that must bear the burden and the blame of that. (Hear, 
hear.) it had struck him as a remarkable thing, in looking 
over the report of the Local Superintendent for 1864, 
that even the provisions of the law which allowed a very 
considerable proportion of religious instruction to be given 
in their schools, were rarely complied with, And he was 
told as a fact, that, though every school in this city was 
‘open to the teaching of ministers of religion for one hour of 
the week, and that one of the school hours, if they chose to 
come and occupy it, there were ouly two ministers of 
religion in this city who used the opportunity thus placed 
within their reach. He concluded, therefore, that it was 





not for clergymen, to whom the doors of the schools were 
open but who did not enter them, to turn round and say 
the system was godless and irreligious. (Applause.) Mr. 
Fraser went on to remark, that even the mere cultivation 
of the intellect was favourable to religion rather than other- 
wise, and that if religious differences did not allow much 
religions teaching to be given in the common school, the 
cultivation which the intellect of the child received in the 
day school made it more fit for profiting by the instructions 
of the Sabbath School teacher, and the ministrations of the 
pulpit. He proceeded to expross his high opinion of the 
excellence of the Canadian educational system as a whole, 
some parts of which he thought might be transferred with 
advantage to the mother country, and concluded with some 


logistic remarks on the energy and ability which had 
been displayed by the Chief Superintendent in bringing it 
to its present state of completeness. He resumed his seat 
amid loud cheers. 


Rev. Dx. Fetter being next ealled upon, addressed the 
meeting briefly. He said he had entered the hall during 
that portion of the chairman’s speech, in which he said the 
school system had not as yet succeeded in reaching the 
lowest class of the community. Some years ago, when 
visiting the P naishene Reformatory, he (Dr. F.) was 
struck by the fact, of which he was there informed, that, 
out of 92 inmates of that institution, 72 professed to be 
Protestants, although he knew the country well enough to 
know that the majority of the class from which offenders of 
that kind generally came, were not Protestants bat Roman 


Catholics. He felt, therefore, that there must be a 
D 
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deficiencysomewhere in our system, in so far as it did not 
reach the lowest class of the community, and he quite 
agreed with the remarks of the chairman on that point. 
The Rev. Dr. went on to address some words of encou 
ment to the children, showing that the highest positions in 
the land were open to industry, ability and merit, and might 
bbe won by the poorest boys now before him, and was warm- 
ly applauded as he resumed his seat. 


‘The Cuamraan said he had received no other names of 
speakers, but if any other gentleman wished to address the 
mecting, he would now have an opportunity. 


Rav. Dr. Ryerson availed himself of this opportunity 
to allude toa point which he had previously omitted. He 


urged the importance of having, in a city like Toronto, a 
High School, in which the common school education might 
bbe carried to its highest perfection. He thought, for that 
purpose, one of the Ward Schools might be selected, to 
which pupils might be drafted from the other schools, and 
carried to a much higher stage of advancement than could 
be attained in the ordinary common schools. 


Mr. C. W. Coors, barrister, next availed himself of 
the chairman's invitation, He spoke of the pleasure it had 
given him to witness the interesting proceedings of the 
evening, and said he had listened with especial interest to 
the remarks of the Rev. gentleman, from England. He 
particularized some points in that gentleman's speech, 
which were very suggestive of matter for reflection, par- 
ticularly his observations on religious teaching, whieh, he 
thought, supplied an effective answer to the position which 
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had been taken by ecclesiastical bodies on the system of 
Separate Schools. 


Mr. R. Amwsrroxe, one of the School Trustees, also 
spoke briefly. He claimed for the Board, that they had 
attended well to the educational interests of the community, 
and that they had kept down the expenses as much as 
possible. 


The benediction was then pronounced, by Rev. Dr. 
Faller, and the meeting separated, 


REPORT OF REV. DR. WICKSON. 


Tonoxro Graxarar Sonor, 
July 19, 1865. 
To the Trustees of the Public Schools of the City of Toronto : 


Gunrieney,--I beg leave, in accordance with established 
‘usage, to present the followingreport of those boysformerly 
pupils in the public schools, who during the past year at- 
tendedthisinstitution, Of those to whom sholarships were 
awarded at the examination in 1863 and in 1864, the 
whole number, with the exception of two, viz : John Brown 
and James Boomer, were present during the session, and 
in addition to these, Alfred Baker and W. Coulter, scholars 
of previous years, who were kindly permitted by the 
trustees of this school to continue their studies with the 
same privilege as before the expiration of their term, 
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Tam happy to be able to refer to these boys in terms of 
commendation. Several of them maintained the {eremost 
rank in their several classes during the year, and highly 
distinguished themselves at the examination, by carrying 
off a goodly share of the prizes and honours. 


‘Their conduethas for the most part been very satisfactory. 
Thave the honor to remain, 


‘Your most obedient, 


ARTHUR WICKSON, LL.D. 


2. THE USUAL SUMMER EXAMINATION. 


‘The usval Summer Public Examination of all the City 
Schools, was held on Thursday, the 27th of July, as ordered 
by the Board. The attendance of visitors was small in the 
morning, but large in the afternoon. At the elose of the 
Examinations, the Local Trustees distributed to male 
pupils 122, and to female pupils 122, total 244 Certificates 
of Honour, for regularity and punetuality of attendance, 
combined with uniformly good conduct, throughout the 
Session, which began on Wednesday, January 4th, and 
ended on the day of the Examination, 


A.summary of the Certificates distributed in the several 
schools will be found in Appendix IT. (C.) 
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3, THE USUAL WINTER EXAMINATION. 


‘The Winter Public Examination of the Givins’-street 
School, as ordered by the Board, took place on Thursday, 
Dee. Zist, and that of all the other City Schools on 
Friday, Dee. 22nd. ‘There were distributed in the several 
Schools 460 Certificates of Honour, namely, 214 in the 
male departments, and 246 in the female departments, 
for regularity and punctuality of attendance combined 
with uniformly good conduct, throughout the Session, 
which began on Monday, September 4th, and ended on 
the day of the Examination. ‘The attendance of parents 
and visitors was, as usual, small in the forenoon, but much 
‘more numerous in the afternoon. 


A summary of the Certificates distributed in the several 
Schools will be found in Appendix IT. (D.) 


It will be remembered that the Term which precedes 
the Winter Examination is of but four months’ duration, 
while that which precedes the Summer Examination lasts 
for seven months, including the coldest and warmest 
school months in the year. It is evident, therefore, that 
the test of regularity and punetuality of attendance is 
much more severe in the longer term than in the shorter ; 
and hence arises the fact that the Certificates of Honour 
distributed after the Examinations, are much more nume- 
rous in the winter than in the summer. 
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VII. SPECIAL MATTERS WORTHY OF RECORD. 
1. PURCHASE OF LOTS ON ELIZABETH AND SAYER-STREETS, 


On February 15th, Mr. Jardine, seconded by Mr. 
Greenlees, moved as follows: ‘ Resolved, That the Stand- 
ing Committee on Sites and Buildings be authorized by 
the Board to complete the arrangements, for the purchase 
for school purposes, of the four lots on Elizabeth and Sayer- 
streets, Ward of St. John, on the terms offered to this 
Board last year,” which resolution, having passed the 
Board, has been duly carried into effect 


2. ONB ATTENDANCE AT SABBATH ScHOOL PIC NIC 
SANCTIONED, 


On March 1st, pursuant to notice, Mr. Jardine, seconded 
by Mr. Greenlees, moved, and it was resolved by the 
Board, “That the children attending the several Public 
Schools of this City be allowed one day in each year to 
attend Sabbath School Pie Nic parties, in connection with 
the Churches to which they respectively belong, without 
being counted absent on that day.’ 


3, REPORT OF VISITATION OF STANDING COMMITTEE OF 
SCHOOL MANAGEMENT. 


REPORT No. 5. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of School 
Trustees. 


The Standing Committee on School Management, having 
recently completed a second Inspection ‘of the several 
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Schools under the control of the Board, beg to report as 
follows, viz — 


First, General Report. 


‘The Public Schools of this City were established in 
1844 ; and have consequently been in operation 21. years. 
During this period no official general inspection has been 
made by the various Boards, until last year. This has 
doubtless had a depressing effect upon ‘Teachers, 
whom have labonred to the very best of their abi 
with a conscientious zeal which deserves the commenda- 
tion of the Board and of the public, in whose service some 
have spent the best portion of their lives. ‘The Schools 
have indeed been visited at various times by individual 
members of the Board, who have, for the most part, walked 
through the departments, without coming into direct per- 
sonal contact with the system. ‘They have thus obtained, 
itis true, some slight appreciation of the general excellence 
of the system adopted, but have not had the opportunity 
of actually mastering its details. Efforts have also been 
made, at different times, to create a spirit of emulation, 
and to rouse both Teachers and Papils to redoubled exer- 
tions, by the establishment of Combined Examinations, in 
which certain Schools are brought into comparison with 
others of the same grade—by the granting of Certificates 
of Honour and Prizes to suecessful candidates—by the 
founding of Grammar School Scholarships for the boy: 
and the presentation of these distinctions at a public 
meeting. Still, yout Committee deemed that all had not 
been done that was possible to be accomplished ; and, 
therefore, in May, last year, as a preliminary step, they 
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determined to make a combined visitation of the Schools, 
with the view of ascertaining for themselves the actual 
condition of their trust. ‘The result of their observations 
was duly reported to the Board at the time, and subsequent 
action taken thereupon 


‘That Visitation was so beneficial to the Schools, and was 
80 interesting, as well as instructive, to those who took 
part in it, that your Committee deemed it advisable to 
renew their efforts in the same direction. ‘The first Visi 

tation occupied three entire days, and was confined to the 
Senior Divisions : but the Visitation just concluded has 
occupied five entire days ; it has embraced every division 
in each School, and has been conducted with more definite 
objects in view, as well as with greater care and preparation, 


‘There are altogether 9 Schools under this Board ; and 
the Committee found, in actual attendance, 2,708 pupils 
(an average of 300 to each building), who are classified 
into three divisions—Primary, Intermediate, and Senior. 


Boys, Ginle. Total 
‘The Primary Divisions number....682 574 1256 


Intermediate“ we 42d B42 706 
Senior « “4444382 296 678 


‘They are taught by 40 Teachers, viz, 14 Primary, 10 
Intermediate, and 16 Senior. 


Papi, 
‘The Primary Divisions average to each Teachor.. 90 
Intermediate do. do. do. 56 
Senior do. do, do. 55 
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Each of these Divisions is again sub-divided into classes, 
according to attainment, viz: 


The Primary, generally into 5, 6 or 7 classes, 
Intermediate “ 
Senior it 


It will be observed that the Primary and Intermediate 
Divisions comprise about three-foarths of the whole number 
of Pupils ; and the efficieney of the Senior Divisions very 
greatly depends upon the training given in the lower 
Divisions. Hence your Committee deemed it advisable 
on this occasion to direct their special attention to the 
Primary and Intermediate Divisions ; for if the foundation 
be not well and securely laid, the superstructure cannot 
be substantial. Education way be either mechanical or 
intellectual : the best education has a proper amount of 
both: it should be intellectual from the very beginning, 
then every step the pupil takes will not only become 
easier to him, but will be @ constant souree of delight. 
But no important lesson should be unaccompanied with 
such an amount of mechanical drill as will enable every 
pupil in each class to master thoroughly every part of 
the subject, in every way in which it can be viewed, 
whether it be in the first Book of Reading, or the highest 
proposition in Geometry. No other education than this 
is suitable for teaching en masse; and that teacher is 
always the most successful who possesses the greatest 
power of patient and unremitting drill. In the study of 
Mathematics this accuracy of drill is, from the very nature 
of the subject, absolutely necessary ; and why should not 
the same principle be applied in teaching the First, Second, 
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or Third Books of Reading? Unfortunately, however, it 
is seldom put into rigid practice in teaching the purely 
English branches. The teacher, thoroughly understand- 
ing the subject himself, is apt to become wearied with the 
constant drill required, and too apt to think that by keep- 
ing his pupils back till every one in the class has mastered 
the lesson in all its details, parents will complain of the 
slow progress made ; but he should remember that so long 
as he has an intelligent Superintendent, and a Board of 

, capable of appreciating his efforts, he will be 

and fally sustained. Good teaching consists, not 
in the amount of work gone over, but in the accuracy with 
which every thing is acquired ; and an examination is to 
be valued not by the number of lessons gone through, but 
by the accuracy, readiness and universality of the replies. 
These principles were steadily kept in view by the Com 
mittee in the inspection just now completed : their object 
was, not so much to see the Schools at their every day 
work, as to incite the Teachers of the lower Divisions 
especially, to putthese principles more extensively into 
practice—to shew them what the Committee will expe: 
in fature, and to assure them that their efforts in this 
direction will be properly estimated, and rewarded by 
promotion. 


To accomplish this object your Committee issued a, 
programme, ten days before the inspection, in order to 
allow time to theTeachers of the First and Second Divisions 
to create a model for their own future imitation, and as a 
test of their individual ability. OF course the Committee 
are well aware that the classes examined in the lower 
Divisions, having been prepared with more than usual 
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care, exhibited a condition far in advance of the usual 
training given ; but the Committee trust that the Teachers 
will at least aim to introduce the same intellectual system 
as far as possible in every class, being confident they will 
find the time-honoured proverb, “ the more haste the less 
speed,” absolutely and universally true in all matters of 
education. 


‘The following is the Programme issued by the Committee: 


I. PRIMARY AND INTERMEDIATE DIVISIONS, 


Lesson Ist, Section 2nd, ofthe Second Book of Reading, 
and Lesson 4th, of the Third Book of Reading, to he treated 
asa Reading and Spelling Exercise, with the meaning of 
the words, and the sense of the subject ; the same lessons 
to be used in each school, in the corresponding classes, 80 
that comparison may be instituted. ‘The Examination to 
be conducted by the Teacher, in presence of the Committee, 
as a test of the system, the acquirements of the pupils, and 
the ability of the Teacher. ‘The Examinations in Arithme- 
tic, Grammar, and Geography, will, for the same reasons, 
be conducted by the Teacher. 


TL sexton prvistons. 


A short Exercise in Dictation (not proviously selected), 
to be used as a test of Spelling and off-hand Writing ; as 
a Reading Lesson, and a Grammatical and Analytical 
Exercise, with the meanings and roots of words ; General 
and Mathematical Geography ; History, from the time of 
Christ to the present time ; Arithmetic, in Fractions, and 
Proportion, simple and compound ; Algebra, as far as 
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imple Equations ; and the First Book of Buelid’s Geom 
try. ‘The Examination of this division to be conducted 
by the Committee, The Teachers to have in readiness, 
for Exhibition, the writing books, and any efforts of map- 
ping or drawing the pupils may have made. 


The Primary and Intermediate Divisions were, according 
to the above programme, examined by the Teacher, in 
presence of the Committee, except in one instance, where 
the Teacher was suffering from indisposition ; and the 
Committee have to express their entire and unqualified 
satisfaction with regard to the manner in which the Exer- 
cises were conducted, except in two instances, which will 
be noticed in a special report. Allowances must be made 
for a very natural timidity on the part of some of the 
younger Teachers at being required to examine before 
‘the Committee ; and, in some instances, on account of the 
recent appointment of the Teacher. The Examinations 
were conducted with calmness and self-possession, espe- 
cially by those Teachers who have for some time been in 
the employment of the Board. ‘The questions were of an 
intellectual character, in some instances they were rapidly 
put, and the replies were, very generally, prompt and 
correct 


In the Senior Division, the Dictation was fairly done in 
every case, and in some was very excellent—the spelling 
and punctuation being generally correct, the writing good, 
and the matter neatly arranged. In Grammar, the pupils 
every where displayed a very commendable ability in 
analysing and parsing. ‘The Geography was fair generally; 
in some cases good. In History, the period was much too 
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extensive for a detailed examination ; a few general ques- 
tions, however, were put and answered promptly. ‘The 
Arithmetic was well done every where, and in some cases 
with more than usual rapidity and correctness, The 
Geometry in the boys’ department was very satisfactory 
indeed : propositions were indiscriminately selected from 
the First Book of Euclid, and subjected to the severest 
tests, authorities being required and given for every step 
in demonstration, The Writing was in general cleanly, 
and, in one or two instances, superior. Tn one instance 
the Committee noticed some mounted maps, the work of 
girls ; and in another instance, an illustration of mapping 
on slates by a large class. These remarks apply to all 
the Senior Divisions except two, for which see Special 
Report. 

‘Your Committee found the School Houses in good 
repair, and the furniture well kept. ‘The appearance of 
the pupils was, in all cases, respectable ; so much so, that 
during the whole five days only one boy was observed 
who had a solitary rag, which was probably an accident. 
‘The Committee observed the crowded state of some of the 
galleries and intermediate divisions, a single female 
Teacher having to instruct from 80 to 130 children—far 
too many for efficiency, unless some more perfect organi- 
zation could be obtained—for when the age and acquire- 
ments of these children are considered, it will be readily 
seen how utterly impossible it is for a single Teacher to 
keep the greater number in the gallery employed, while 
she instructs each class separately, and what a lange pro- 
portion of the school hours the great bulk are expected to 
remain quiet without any adequate occupation for their 
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minds, The attention of the Committee on Sites and 
Buildings is respectfully invited to the desirability of 
lowering the seats in some of the galleries, so that the 
children when unemployed may be able to rest their feet, 
which wouldadd much to theircomfort as wellas tothe order 
of the division. ‘The possibility of employing a corps of 
girls from the senior division, a short time each day as 
monitors, to,the lower classes of these divisions, will shortly 
ocenpy the attention of the Committee. 


‘The Committee observed that considerable importance 
had been attached by some of the teachers of the Inter- 
mediate divisions to proficiency by their pupils in Roman 
Notation. In the opinion of the Committee this is eorreet 


only toa very limited extent. ‘They would suggest to these 
teachers that their pupils are not young Romans of the 
second or third century, but Anglo Saxons, living in an 
intensely practical age: and that if some portion of the time 
consumed in teaching minute details of questionable impor- 
tance, were occupied in the more ordinary branches, their 
divisions would be still more efficient. 


‘The Committee were somewhat surprised to notice so 

few coloured children attending the schools. Among 
the whole 2708 pupils in attendance, the Committee observed 
only about a dozen coloured children ; these were however 
remarked for their aptitude, and in some instances were 
found to be foremost in their class, 


As regards the third, orsenior, divisions the Committee 
would suggest the propriety of directing attention to the 
superior practical importance of teaching more minutely 
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the history of the last two centuries. Ancient History is 
chiefly useful asa basis, and the most prominent points 
only should be dwelt upon, while the history of the last 
two centuries, especially English History, is interwoven 
with that of the entire world, and intimately connected 
with events daily crowding upon us; and the Committee 
recommend that the historie period, for each term, be very 
much limited. 


The Committee observed that a very general uniformity 
of method prevails throughout the Schools ; this they 
consider to be owing, in a great measure, to the indefatigable 
labours of our excellent Superintendent, Rev. Mr. Porter, 
who is himself, as he should be, a model of correctness and 


punetuality in all his engagements, 


In concluding this portion of their report, the Committee 
trust that these general inspections will encourage the 
teachers, and incite the pupils, to redoubled exertions ; and 
that the lively interest now felt by the Committee, will be 
extended to the Board, and through them to the public at 
large,until the value of our Schools shall be fully recognized. 


(Signed) JOHN BAXTER, 


Chairnan of Commit 


Toronto, 2nd May, 1865. 





4, REPORT OF MR. BROOK'S SELECT COMMITTEE, 
Report of Select Committee, appointed 19th July 1885. 


The Select Committee appointed by the Board to 
consider, 


1. Whether the attendance at the Common Schools of 
this City, has kept pace with the population, since their 
establishment in 1844 ; 


2. Whether the character of the attendance has or has 
not deteriorated ; 


8. What is the cost per child to the city, under the 
present arrangement, (the same to be stated according to 

respective existing divisions of Primary, Intermediate 
and Senior ;) 


4. Whether in view of the present depressed state of the 
finances of the city, some change cannot be made in the 
administration of the schools, by which considerable saving 
may be effected, consistent with efficiency ; 


Beg leave respectfully to report as follows 


That the schools were established in 1844, and were 
conducted on the rate-bill system during the first four 
years, viz., 1844, 5, 6 and 7 ; 1848 and 9, were broken 
years, the schools being free, but as they were open only 
‘six months of each year, they are not taken into accouat in 
this Report. From 1850 the schools have been conducted 
on the free principle. 
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‘That the attendance in proportion to the population under 
the rate-bill system (throwing out of the calewlation ihe 
Roman Catholies who were kuown to attend the’ Schools) 
was as 1 in every 20 of the population; during she frst 
five years of the free system, about 1 in every 245 aud 
since thai time the average has been about 1 in every 22 ; 
alight improvement ia numbers since 1856. Tueomparing 
the attendance with the population, some allowance must 
be made for the fact that the Roman Catholic part of the 
population has increased somewhat more rapidly than the 
Protestant, yet the difference this would make in the 
calculation is comparatively slight, 


In this connection the Committee would express some 
surprise that, according to the returns sent in to the 
Education office, the attendance at the Roman Catholic 
Separate Schools should appear to have been so much la 
in proportion to the population than it has been at the City 
Schools ; they having apparently increased since 1855 
nearly 110 per cent ; while the City Schools have increased 
only about 45 percent. ‘The Committee did not anticipate 
such a result, but this becomes of some importance, 
much as the subdivision of the Legislative grant is in pro- 
portion to the relative attendance. 


‘That, undet the rate-bill in 1844, 5, 6 and 7, the Com- 
mittee has reason to believe that there was a greater prow 
portion of larger and more advanced pupils in attendance 
at the schools, than there has been under the free system ; 
Probably not more than three-tenths being pupils cor- 
Tesponding to our present first division, and that there 


appears to have been a gradual change in the character of 
z 
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the attendance, by the inerease of the Primary divisions, 
rabout one-half of allin attendance. ‘The 

attendance o! much increased under the 

free system, the proportion between the sexes being now 

nearly equal. 


‘That, under the rate-bill system, your Committee has 
reason to believe the attendance was more regular than it 
has been under the free system. The irregularity under 
the latter system has been not less than twenty per cent 
daily ; this is probably owing to the fact that the attendance 
now consists in a greater degree of smaller children and 
girls, who are more frequently prevented from attending 
by the weather and other canses, than were the larger boys, 
and partly perhaps becanse what is not paid for in a direct 


way is not 80 highly appreciated 


‘That, in considering the cost per pupil according to the 
respective existing divisions, the Committee found no diffi- 
rlty in coming to a conclusion so far as the actnal teaching 
is concerned, butas there still remainsa balance of expendi- 
ture amounting to $12,500 to be distributed proportionately 
over the different divisions, the Committee found it almost 
impossible to agree upon what should be a true basis for 
the distribution. ‘The cost of the actual teaching in each 
division last year was, per child : Primary, $2.89 ; Inter- 
mediate, $6.08; Senior, $11.86, To each of these must 
tbe added a proportion of the current expenditure ; when 
this is done, an approximation to the total cost per child 
would probably be, for the Primary, $5.50 ; Intermediate, 
$11.50 ; Senior, $22, 





That it appears to your Committee that any proposal 
for improvement should, in view of the above facts, 
contemplate— 


Ist, Soine increase of teaching power in the Primary 
Divisions, if possible without additional exp. 
diture. 


2nd. Some effort to increase the attendance in the 
Senior Divisions, and extend their efficiency, 
and so indirectly diminish the proportionate 
‘cost per pupil. 


With regard to the first point, the attention of the Board 
was called to the increasing requirements of the Junior 
Divisions by the Committee on School Management, in 
their Report of the last Visitation, in the following words : 
‘The Committee observed the crowded state of some of 
the galleries, a single Teacher having to teach from 80 to 
180 children—far too many for efficiency, unless some 
more perfect organization could ve obtained ; for when 
the age and acquirements of these children are considered, 
it will be readily seen how utterly impossible it is for a 
single Teacher to keep the greater number in the gallery 
employed while she instructs each class separately, and 
what a large proportion of the school hours the great bulk 
of these pupils are expected to remain quiet without any 
adequate occupation for their minds.” 


Tn the present state of the city finances additional outlay 
should, if possible, be avoided ; but some relief must be 
afforded to these divisions in some way. With regard to 
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the second point, (viz., some effort to increase the attend- 
ance in the Senior Divisions), it occurs to the Committee 
that something may be accomplished by a somewhat di 
ferent combination. If, for example, the Senior Divisions 
could be assembled in some building by themselves, or as 
nearly so as circumstances will permit. it appears to your 
Committee that many advantages would arise from such 
an ‘arrangement. A mach better classification would 
decome possible ; it would. become easy to introduce still 
higher branches of education, which would give a character 
to such a school as would tend in a great degree to over- 
come some of the prejudices which now (rightly or wrongly) 
exist against the schools as they are now indiscriminately 
assembled ; the attendance would naturally be largely 
increased, and the Common Schools would draw a corres 
pondingly larger proportion of the Government grant. Tt 
is also known to your Committee that some of the present 
‘Teachers are capable of teaching the Olassics ; and it 
occurs to the Committee that their services may be 
utilized in this direction without any increase of expendi- 
ture, and thus provision be made for a higher education 
within the schools themselves, 


In consideration of the foregoing facts, the Committee 
would propose— 


1. That the Senior Pupils of the Louisa-strect, Vieto 
street and George-street Schools be massed in the 
Vietoria-street School-house, to form the nucleus 
of a Central High School. 
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2, That provision be made in the then vacant rooms in 
the Louisa-street and George-street School-houses 
for the Junior and Intermediate Divisions, now 
assembling in Vietoria-street. 


8. That additional branches of higher education be pro- 
vided in this Central High School ; and to enable 
the Board to accomplish this and still effect sme 
reduction from the public taxation, 


4, That a small weekly fee of 124 cents per pupil be 
charged on the pupils attending this Central High 
School, 


5. That the product of this fee in the Central High 
School be applied, Ist. To provide the additional 
higher branches aforesaid ; and 2nd. To provide a 
few additional Teachers for the Primary Divisions. 


6. That, in‘order to give still further relief to the Primary 
Divisions, the boys and girls of these divisions be 
united, so that one Teacher may be limited to the 
teaching of the First Book, and another to the 
teaching of the Second Book, which arrangement 
would, in the opinion of your Committee, enable 
the Teachers to adopt the simultaneous system 
more extensively, to the increased benefit of the 
Schools. 


In conclusion, your Committee would remark, that other 
improvements suggest themselves ; but they do not deem 
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it advisable to propose too many changes at once. Subse- 
quent experience will develope the direction of future steps, 


All which is respectfully submitted to the earefal con- 
sideration of the Board. 
(Signed) CHAS. R. BROOKE, 


Chairman of Specal Commit, 


Toronto, Noy. 15th, 1865. 


6; LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT'S SPECIAL 
REPORT. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Public Schools of the City of Toronto. 


RERORT (No, 16) OF THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT. 


GuyrieMen,—At the last meeting of the Board, held on 
the 15th of November, it was resolyed—‘ That the Local 
Superintendent be requested to communicate officially to 
the Board his views on the several matters contained in 
the Report of the Select Committee, appointed on July 
19th, 1865, now submitted to the Board.” 


In discharging the duty thus devolved upon me, I have 
to notice, 


I, The Chronological summary with which the Report 
begins. 
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I, ‘The remarks it contains on attendance at the Common 
Schools, and at the Roman Catholic Separate Schools 
of the city. 


IIL. ‘The estimate it supplies of the cost per pupil in atten- 
dance at the Common Sebools. 


IV. The suggestions it offers as to certain essentials in any 
proposed improvements. 


Y. The particular measures it proposes. 


T, The Chronological Summary with which the Report 
begins. ‘This may be verified by reference to the Histori- 
cal Report, published by the Board in 1859. I find in it 
only one inaceuraey, or rather omission. It does not state 
that the Schools were supported, as they were, by a rate- 
Dill in 1850; but says, “from 1850 the Schools have been 
conducted on the free principle.” ‘The fact is, that they 
have been so conducted from 1851, inclusive. 


II. The remarks the Report contains on attendance at 
‘the Common Schools, and at the Roman Catholic Separate 
Schools of this city. Ist. The Report states, “That the 
attendance in proportion to the population under the rate~ 
Dill system (throwing out of the calculation the Roman 
Catholics, who were known to attend the Schools) was as 
1 in every 203.” This, I find, was the actual proportion 
for 1850, the last rate-bill year. During the first five 
years of the free system, namely, from 1851 to 1855 
inclusive, I find that it varied from 1 in 224 to 1 in 284, 
‘the last year of the five being 1 in 27 ; and the average of 
the five years being 1 in 264, Since then, however, it has 
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slowly but gradually descended from 1 in 24 in 1856, to 
1 in 198 in 1864, under the free school system, which 
is a larger proportion than that assigned in the Report to 
any rate-bill year ; the most favourable of which, as there 
given, is 1 in 203, in 1850, ‘The average for these nine 
Fears is correctly stated at 1 in nut [submit that the 
above statement more justly shows the actual improvement 
in the proportion of attendance to population under the 
free school system. Perhaps the fairest estimate of the 
improvement in proportionate attendance that can be made 
is by comparing that attendance for 1853, in May of which 
year the first three of the six large school houses were 
opened, and that of 1854 (in which the other three were 
being built) with that of the subsequent years, to 1864 
inclusive. It then appears that there has been a gradual 


improvement from 1 in 284 in 1853 and 1854, to 1 in 
194 in 1864, under the free school system. 


2. The Report expresses surprise “ that, according to 
the returns sent in to the Education Offic, the attendance 
at the Roman Catholic Separate Schools should appear to 
have been so much larger in proportion to population than 
it has béeh in the City Schools : they having apparently 
increased since 1855 nearly 110 per cent., while the City 
Schools have increased only about 45 per cent.” In my 
inquiries into this matter Thave been allowed free access 
to documents in the Education Office, and have been 
politely favoured With all desired information by the Very 
Rev. Mr. Jainot, the Local Superintendent of the Roman 
Catholic Separate Schools of this city. 

I find from data derived from the Education Office that 
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the increased attendance at the Roman Catholic Schools, 
from 1855 inclusive, has not been “ nearly 110 per cent,” 
as stated in the Report, but abont 91 per cent ; and that 
the increased attendance at the Common Schools for the 
same period has not been “only about 45 per cent.,” but 
has been 573 per cent.® The difference that ° remains 
between these rates of increase may be partly accounted 
for by the statement in the Report, “That the Roman 
Catholic part of the population has increased somewhat 
more rapidly than the Protestant ;” but it seems to me 

more to be attributed to the ecclesiastical 
character of the Roman Catholic Schools, and to the cecle- 
siastical agencies, superior and subordinate, which are 
constantly and unitedly at work with a view to their 
advancement, Such agencies are not and perhaps eannot 
be exerted on behalf of our City Schools, which, being 
common to the members of so many churches, are the 
charge of none in particular, and receive bat little of that 
fostering religious eare which, were its earnest, extensive, 
and harmonious exercise possible on the part of churches 
and individuals, might rectify that balance of school atten- 
dance which probably no substitute, except compulsory 
legislation, would be able to adjust. 


« Sioce this Report was read at the Board, [have lerned that the retara which 
‘as mee to Br. Brooke atthe Education Oioedidered fom lant which Ltsnieed 
st the aime offer. Both, T believe, were given io goo! fats bot to Meeates 
Persons. That which was glven to mo was marked prfylie; the one baled ete 
Brooke is nam pronounced sutbeati» ecording tthe iveense of atu loses 
Le Roman Catholic Schools, forthe pesto mated, has been“ veany 110 persone 
veo this intense may be regarded ‘at smply explained by the eavees efigned ia 

xy Report. ‘ut, as the telura given to Me Ervoke for the Cig Sehoale ees 
(Gaels, 1670) exatly corresponds with the retra cf the average daly steed 
{en i'oor onn School epeta (eee Table H), therefore it shoe, inal as 
Se compared with our ova return afte average duly atte tence for 124 rans 
Be done, it wil appear thatthe notol increase a our own Sees! wreudasce fete 
‘ptsied period bas heen not 46, but ness 68 percent. J. 
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T find that the divisors used in the Roman Catholic 
Separate School returns, as furnished by the Education 
Office for the purpose of ascertaining the average attend- 
ance at those schools, are the same as are furnished to 
Common Schools ; and while I know that great pains are 
taken to carry out our school regulations on the subject of 
school attendance, I am convinced that the means of moral 
suasion brought to bear on such attendance by Rom 
Catholic clergymen, and their assistants and subordinates, 
are incomparably more influential than any which we can 
command. 














8. The Report states that, 
in 1844, 5, 6, and 7, the Committee has reason to believe 


under the rate-bill system 





that there was a greater proportion of larger and more 
advanced pupils in attendance at the schools than there 
has been under the free system ; probably not more than 
three-tenths being pupils corresponding to our present 
First Division ; and that there appears to have been a 
gradual change in the character of the attendance by the 
increase of the Primary Divisions, which now number 
about one-half of all in attendance. ‘The attendance of 
girls has also very much increased under the free system, 
the proportion between the sexes being now nearly equal.” 














It will be observed that no documentary evidence is 
referred toas warranting some of the statements contained 
in this paragraph. Such statements, therefore, can only 
be regarded as unsustained opinions. It is farther evident 
that such opinions, founded on a comparison of two con- 
ditions of things separated by an interval of from eighteen 
to twenty-one years, should be viewed with very great 
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caution. ‘That a greater proportion of larger pupils than 
now attend the schools attended them twenty years ago, 
appears very probable, when we recollect that elementary 
education was by no means so general then as now. Many, 
probably, were then passing out of childhood into youth 
in a state of lamentable ignorance, and as either they or 
their parents began to be ashamed of such ignorance, they 
went to school to acquire some necessary rudiments of 
knowledge, 


A few of these might make rapid improvement at school ; 
bat that there was any considerable proportion of pupils 
in those days who were more advanced than the senior 
pupils in our schools are at present, is, to say the least 
exceedingly unlikely. Many of our recent senior pupils, 
though comparatively small, and young, have passed 
through our first and second into our highest divisions, 
with capacities gradually enlarged and abilities increas. 
ingly trained, until they have received, as they have 
deserved, the commendation of able and disinterested 
examiners, on their competing for the highest honours 
which the Board of Trustees could confer 


We are not, however, altogether without documentary 
evidence on the subject now under consideration, In the 
Report of the Past History and Present Condition of the 
City Schools, written by the Secretary of the Board, 
revised by a Committee and adopted by the Board, under 
date May, 1869, I find the following (on page 73) 


“In the school times of 1844, the school buildings, if 
they indeed merited the term at all, were small, incom- 
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modious, badly ventilated, and ill adapted for the purposes 
of social or moral advancement through the agency of 
popular education : children of both sexes assembled in 
fone school room, and mingled together in one common 
play-yard, in several cases as many as a hundred young 
persons were huddled together in a space not fit to accom- 
modate, far less teach, two-thirds, or it might be said one- 
half, of the number : the pupils attending the sebools, from 
tho child learning its A, B, ©, up to those far advanced, 
were all taught, boys and girls, by one male Teacher, s0 
that there could be little if any system or classification ; 
and much that was attempted could not fail to be done 
otherwise than ina burried and superficial manner. It is 
trae that the Teachers of that day worked, or rathe 

amidst these contending difficulties with an earnestne: 
parpose and an industry of action which merits all praise, 
and that they were able under such circumstances to im- 
part so much knowledge to the pupils, as they confessedly 
did, is a matter a3 much to be wondered at as it deserves 
to beadmired, But, at the same time, it would be simply 
absurd to compare the City Schools of 1841, or even 1852, 
with those of 1858 


Again (page 74) : “ Nor does the comparison, or rather 
contrast, end with the school buildings and appliances ; 
for while, in the olden time, boys and girls were taught 
together by a male teacher, now they have distinct and 
separate departments, and the girls are in charge of female 
teachers: then there existed no opportunity of classifiew~ 
tion, while now, the pupils being arranged and divided 
according to a recognized standard of proficiency, are 
advanced from one division to another according to 
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progress, and each division has its own appropriate 
teacher.” 


Whatever then may have been the age or size of some 
of the pupils in the schools from 1844 to 1847, or what. 
ever the attainments in particular branches of knowledge 
of a few pupils in the several schools, it is so probable as 
to be almost certain, that the schools could then contain no 
considerable numbers or classes of pupils who could be 
‘compared otherwise thin very disadvantageously with the 
classes in our present senior divisions, however small or 
young the members of those classes may appear. 


It is obvious, too, that as the benefits of education are 
diffased over any community, they will be increasingly 
partaken by pupils of a tender age, and thus the “ gradual 
change in the ebaracter” of our school attendance whieh is, 
spoken of in the report, is really an oceasion for intelligent 

Nor should it be overlooked that many parents 
are necessitated and glad to avail themselves of the earn- 
ings of their children, as early as they are qualified for 
any kind of employment in which ordinary school attain- 
ments are available and rewnnerative. Youth are earlier 
filted now for several modes of active life than they were 
twenty years ago, and more methods of making a living 
are open to them now than were even dreamt of then. 
‘That “the attendance of girls bas also very much in- 
‘ereased under the free system, the proportion between the 
sexes being now nearly equal,” is indeed a bigh eulogium 
on that, as it would be on any system, and affords indubit- 
able proof that civilization and christianity have really ad- 
vanced in our land. 
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Yet it is probable that the spread of education over the 
younger and the female portion of our population during 
the last twenty years is less to be attributed to any mere 
pecuniary system of school support. than to the growing 
demand for intelligent juvenile labour, which is incidental 
toa rapidly advancing condition of society, and whieh, it 

y be remarked, is happily coincident with a great ox- 
tension of that school and university eulture without which, 
whatever the talents of individuals, they now, less fre- 
quently than was formerly the ease, aspire to the labours 
and honours of a professional career 


4. The report next states “ that under the rate-bill sys- 
tem, your committee has reason {o believe the attendance 


was more regular than it bas been under the free system.” 


Itestimates the irregularity under the latter at not less 
than twenty per cent. daily, and says that “ this is proba- 
bly owing to the fact that the attendance now consists ina 
greater degree of smaller children and girls, who are more 
frequently prevented from attending by the weather and 
other causes, than were the larger boys ; and partly be- 
cause what is not paid for in a direct way is not so highly 
appreciated.” On the question of the comparative regu: 
larity of attendance under the rate-bill and free school 
systems, no evidence is farnished in the report ; nor can I 
find any documentary evidence on the subject. There is 
uo record of the average registered attendance under the 
rate bill system, which ended with 1850. In 1851, the 
first free school year, however, the average daily attend- 
ance was 107 more than in 1850; having been 1366, as 
compared with an average registered attendance of 1843. 





Aceording to the proportion thus furnished, when the free 
school system was novel and popular, as compared with 
the average registered attendance of 1864, which was 
8121, the now much depreciated free school system should 
have given an average daily attendance of 2313. ‘The 
actual average daily attendanee for 1864 was 2400, 


It is true that, nottvithstanding much and earnest effort 
to prevent it, the irregularity of attendance in 1864 was 
not less than 20 per cent. daily ; but it is also true that in 
1851 it was nearly 25 per cent. ‘Thus an improvement of 

5 per cent. has unquestionably taken place under 
the free school system. ‘The existing irregularity, as the 
Local Superintendent's report for 1864 clearly shows, 
(see page 12) is equally divided between boys and girls, 
and is, in my opinion, much more the effect of parental in- 
dulgence or indifference than of any other cause. Of 
course, sickness, want of suitable clothing, weather, dis- 
tance, or other canses, will inevitably affect school attend- 
ance, just as business attendance and church attendance 
are similarly affected ; but the statement recorded on this 
subject in the Historical Report alréady referred to, (see 
page 76) is as appropriate now as it was in 1859 :—“ Itis, 
frankly admitted that the proportion of absentees and ir- 
regular attendance is much greater than it onght to be ; 
‘at the fault rests not with the Board, not upon the schools, 
not upon the free prineiple, but altogether with parents, 
and with them alone.” 


LIL. I have next to notice the estimate which the report 
supplies of the cost per pupil in attendance at the Common 
Schools. 
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‘To this subject I have given very particular and pro- 
tracted attention, and my conclusions, frequently aud vari- 


ously tested, differ from those of thg committee 





Tfind that the nearest approximation which I ean make 
to the actual cost for teaching, during the year 1864, 

















was for junior pupils, each,... $2 71 

Intermediate, . 5 94 

Seniors, Ca 11 ol 
Other expenses, per pupil, were, 

Tuniors, eachyeeee shared $3 50 

Intermediates,“ . 5 08 

Seniors Aig 846 








‘The total cost bei 





Tuniors, + 6 21 
Intermediat 62 
Seniors, . 87 





being 71 cents more for each junior pupil, 12 cents more 
for each intermediate, and $1 63 less for each senior, than 
the estimate of the committee. 


I beg to observe, however, in this connection, that the 
method of estimating the cost per pupil of the children in 
school attendance, by their position in junior, intermediate, 
of senior divisions, especially so far a3 the cost of teaching 
is concerned, seems to me exceedingly unfair and decep- 
tive. It isa fut that the teacher of the senior division, 
whether it bea third or a second division, in either de- 
partment of each school, sustains an important and appre- 
ciable relation to the entire department of which that 
teacher is the recognized head. This remark will more 
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especially apply to the head master of each school. He 
holds a responsible relation to the whole school, and his 
influence for good or for evil can easily be traced through- 
out it. He has to admit pupils, communicate with parents 
and guardians, keep the school records, and oversee the 
general school discipline and the promotion of pupils from 
a lower toa higher division in his own department ; and, 
in addition to this, to take charge of school requisites, make 
the regular and all other required returns to the Local 
Superintendent,and exercise a watchful care over the school 
building and premises, His aptness or inaptness in these 
and kindred matters will be soon and ever apparent to 
those who understand them, and the absence of a respon- 
sible head master from any of our larger schools would, at 
once, I believe, place that school under a serious disad- 
vantage. Thus, fairly regarded, the pecuniary value of a 
head teacher to the subordinate divisions, a3 well as to 
that which such teacher personally instructs, and, more 
obyiously, the value of a head master to the whole school, 
is very considerable ; a remark which will be better 
understood, if it be applied, as it justly may, to the head 
master of a grammar school, the principal of a college, or 
the president of a university. 


On the fairness of calculating the cost, per pupil, on the 
basis of daily average attendance, I beg to quote the fol- 
lowing from’ the “Historical Report,” with which I en- 
tirely agree. 


It says (page 76), “This very strict and narrow view of 
the question of expense, is certainly not the fair light in 


which it should be viewed, inasmuch as in every public 
P 








institution, and in every private business establishment, a 
reasonable per centage is always allowed for absence ocea- 
sioned by sickness, weather, or other unavoidable causes.” 


Again, it says, “The machinery of the schools is and 
will be going on steadily whether every pupil be present 
or not, and the cost of maintaining the schools cannot well 
‘be diminished according to a sliding scale, dependent upon 
indifferent or neglectful absentees.” And again: “ The 
average registered attendance (calculated by months) 
ought to form the basis on which the cost of education, per 
child, should in fairness be calculated, because, although 
it is true that a proportion of not less than say 20 out of 
every 100 were, on an average, absent every day, yet it 
by no means follows that the same children were absent 
on all these occasions ; on the contrary, this per centage 
of absence was distributed over the whole number, and 
sometimes one and sometimes another was absent, accord- 
ing to circumstances ; so that every one of the absentees 
did more or less receive instruction, and, in some degree, 
participated in the benefits conferred by the schools ; and 
it is, consequently, no more than right that they should be 
included in the average cost.” That average cost for 
1864, of 3,121 pupils, (the average registered monthly 
attendance,) was $8 39; as compared with $10 91 per 
pupil, on the basis of average daily attendance. 


















TV. The next portion of the report consists of sugges- 
tions which it offers, as to certain essentials in any pro- 
posed amendments, 
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These suggestions are two. With reference to’ the 
former, viz. : some increase of teaching power in the pri- 
mary divisions, if possible, without additional expendi- 
ture,” there seems little room for any difference of opin- 
jon, But while, in certain cases, additional teaching assis- 
tance has long been urgently needed, and has often been 
asked for by the Local Superintendent, he has never sup- 
posed that it ean be obtained, or that the additional ac- 
commodation that would be required for its exercise can 
be procured, without additional expenditure. ‘That ex- 
penditure, indeed, needs not be heavy, as the accommo- 
ation of junior and intermediate divisions does not re- 
quire to be of a very costly description, nor are the sala- 
ries of suitable teachers excessively high 


‘The latter suggestion relates to ‘some effort to increase 
the attendance in the senior divisions and extend their 
efficiency, and so indirectly diminish the proportionate 
cost per pupil.” I do not regard that proportionate cost 
as unduly large, especially in view of the modifying con- 
siderations which T have advanced above. ‘The average 
attendance in our senior divisions, last year, was 49 
and when the programme of studies for these 

is taken into account, that namber should not be 

greatly increased. In Boston one Teacher is allowed for 
every fifty-six pupils on the register, which allowance 
evidently contemplates a smaller average attendance than 
our own, An average attendance of about 50 in any of 
our senior divisions would, I think, be as large as should 
be desired or permitted. ‘The suggestion of the Committee, 
regarding the assembling of our senior divisions, or of 
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several of them, in a building by themselves, I cannot but 
consider as singularly unfitted to premote their improve- 
ment. At present those divisions, speaking generally, 
are very well classified : the standard for their attainment 
requires no elevation, as it is in fact reached by only a 
portion of the pupils who attend them ; many being com- 
pelled to leave for active life before they have made such 
advancement, ‘The introduction of classics, especially, into 
our schools, for reasons to be presently submitted, would 
be, in my judgment, a very grave mistake ; and the sup- 
posed higher education to be thus aimed at would prove a 
delusion, and would end in disappointment, 


Y. I have now to remark on the particular measures 


which the Report proposes. 


I. “That the senior pupils of Louisa-street, Victoria 
street and George-street Schools, be massed in the 
Victoria-street School house, to form the nucleus of a 
Central High School.” To this proposal I respectfully 
submit the following objections : 


1. Bach of these schools is now identified with its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, and, as at present organized, 
fairly supplies its actual wants, 


2, The kind of High School proposed would not be 
really a High School at all, as a High School proper, 
should consist, not of the average pupils of our present 
senior divisions, but of such of their number as, havi 
successfully passed a proper test examination, were there- 
fore promoted to the High School, as well as of any other 
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candidates who could pass a similar examination, The 
indiscriminate mass of superior Common School pupils 
would be but inferior materials for a High School that 
would be worthy of the name. 


‘The new Grammar School Act provides for all 
necessary High School culture in the cities of Upper 
Canada, much more satisfactorily and effectually than the 
proposal of the Committee. It provides that, on the Ist 
of January next, this city shall, for all Grammar School 
purposes, be a county, and its municipal council shall be 
invested with all the Grammar School powers now pos- 
sessed by county councils. As described by the Chief 
Superintendent of Education, in his circular dated Nov, 
12, addressed to mayors of cities in Upper Canada, " The 
object of the Act and of the recently revised programme 
of studies is, to make the Grammar School what it ought 
to be, a High School for the city, an intermediate school 
between the Common Schools and the University; pre- 
paring pupils to matricalate into the University, either in 
arts or law, or in the department of civil engineering, 
providing for intended surveyors their preliminary educa- 
tion, and imparting the higher branches of an English and 
commercial education to those youths whose parents do 
not wish them to study Greek or Latin.” No necessity 
now remains for any other public High School in this city, 
much less for one of so very doubéfal a nature as that 
which the Committee has proposed. 


2. The second measure proposed by the Committee 
may be regarded as necessarily dependent on the first, 
It is, “That provision be made in the then vacant rooms 
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in the Louisa-street and George-street school houses for 
the Junior and Intermediate Divisios now assembling in 
‘Victoria-street. ‘The adoption of this measure would, 1 
consider, involve great inconvenience to many parents and 
children who are at present accommodated at the Vietoria~ 
street School ; nor can I imagine a single compensating 
advantage to be obtained by them or added to our existing 
school arrangements by such a change. Both of these 
measures, if carried ont, would inyolve a certain but 
needless expenditure ; at the same time they would un- 
questionably degrade the Louisa-street and George-street 

chools from the high position which they have long oecu- 
pied, while seemingly, though not really, elevating the 
Victoria-street School at their expense. 






8. The third measure is the provision of additional 
branches of higher education in the projected High 
School. What I have submitted in connection with the 
first proposal, may be referred to with respect to this, 
Better and more suitable provision of the kind here con- 
templated has recently been made by the law of the land, 
Bat for this fact I might have thought it necessary to 
remark on the inexpediency of pretending to provide 
classical teaching, especially in Common Schools, in 
competition with the regularly organized and properly 
oflicered Grammar Schools of the city. If the Common 
Schools could be wisely used as a basis for any other 
Kind of school, it would be for one of a specially commer- 
cial character ; but it seems that the new Grammar School 
programme provides for imparting a higher commercial 
as well as classical and scientific education. 

















4, The fourth proposed measure is the changing of a 
weekly foe of 123 cents per pupil on the pupils attending 
the Central School ; and 


5, The fifth is, that the product of this fee in the Central 
School be applied, 1st, to provide certain additional higher 
branches ; and, 2nd, to provide a few additional teachers 
for the primary divisions. Without reference to the total 
probable returns of such a charge, were it levied on some 
three hundred pupils in one particular school, it may well 
be questioned whether its imposition would not immediately 
oceasion the leaving our school or schools by the children 
of many who could not bear that seemingly slight addition 
to their inevitable expenditure. Probably many a child 
who could earn from a dollar toa dollar and a half per 
week, is still kept at school because of his or ker parents’ 
sense of the value of early education, who, were those 
parents required to pay the small sum in question, would 
he at once removed from school, and, in some way or other, 
actively employed. I fear that we should soon lose in 
numbers and in educational results, more than we should 
gain indollars and cents. Perhaps the average attendaneo, 
in proportion to the numbers on the registers, might be 
slightly improved ; but what is theoretically probable in 
that respect, might not prove to be the actual consequet 
Tlearn from recent correspondence with J.B. Boyle, Bsq., 
principal of the Central School in London, 0. W., “that 
no school fees are charged for admission to the English 
course in the Central or Ward Schools” of that city ; 
that, “for admission to the French classes, the pupils 
are charged 75 cents, per quarter ;” and that “for 











admission to the Grammar School department, a small fee 
of $1.50 per quarter, is charged.” A. Maccallum, Bsq., 
principal of the Central School in Hamilton, also informs 
me, that each of the pupils in the primary schools of that 
city pays 124 cents per month, all books and stationery 
being provided by the Board of Trustees. ‘The pupils at- 
tending the Central Schools pay 25 cents each, per month, 
every thing in the shape of books and stationery being 
provided for them. In the classieal department, the fees 
are $3.00, per term, everything except classical books 
being furnished. At first the fees were only 124 cents, per 
month, for all the grades, and this arrangement of the 
Board was intended to pay for the books and stationery 
al books and all being provided free of expense 
to all the pupils. Some four years ago the present plan 
was introduced, and (so far as Mr. Maccallum has been able 
to judge) has given the greatest satisfaction. The Board 
receives tenders for every thing, the books, &c., are far- 
nished at the lowest possible rates. Ench pupil is held 
responsible for his or her book, and, if any book is misused 
or lost, the pupil has to procure another in its stead. ‘The 
latest published report of the Hamilton Schools, for 1863, 
shows that, in that year, $4,525.92 was received for fees, 
and $903.34, was paid for text books and stationery. ‘The 
respective amounts for last year, Mr. Maceallam states, 
were nearly thesame. Itis but fair toadd Mr. Maccallum’s 
opinion, that “the payment of a small monthly fee in 
advance secures more regular and punctual attendance.” 
































As regards the provision, by means of fees, of additional 
higher branches of education; Ibeg to submit that the New 
Grammar School Act altogether supersedes the necessity 











for the making of such provision by the Board of Common 
School Trustees 

In the above quoted circular of the Chief Superintendent 
of Education, addressed to the Mayors of cities, it is said, 
“Many of your citizens have never sent their children to the 
Common Schools, though their property has been largely 
taxed to provide for the accommodation and support of those 
Schools. It is but just, therefore, to such citizens, apart 
from other higher and more public considerations, that a 
portion of your future school assessments should go to pro- 
vide for the accommodation and support of your public 
Grammar School.” It is, I respeetfully submit, in the city 
Grammar School, and by such means as the legally con- 
stituted authorities of that school shall devise and adopt, 
that the higher branches of instruction are to be sought 
after and attained. Additional accommodation and addi- 
tional teachers are unquestionably required for some of our 
primary divisions ; nor ean there be any more honourable 
and useful undertaking than that of promoting sound and 
thorough primary education. 


6. ‘The last measure proposed by the Committee is, that 
the boys and girls of the primary divisions be united, so 
that one teacher may be limited to the teaching of the first 
book, and another to the teaching of the second book. 
This measure is proposed in order to give relief to the 
divisions, and to enable the teachers to adopt the simaltane- 
ous system more extensively. Such a designed mingling 
of the sexes in our primary schools would, in my view, be 
exceedingly inexpedient. We have had to submit to it, in 
certain eases, as a temporary necessity, but have always 
considered it desirable to discontinue it as early as pogsible, 
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To adopt it, at present, would be to take a step backward , 
rather than forward. It would shock parental common 
sense and instinetive feelings, would multiply the difficulties 
of teachers, and would, T believe, seriously injure the 
schools. The limitation, too, of one teacher to the instruction 
of the pupils in only one book, if apparently a desirable 
illustration of the principle of the division of labour, would, 
in my view, in the continued over-crowded state of several 
of our divisions, afford relief to neither teacher nor pupil. 
‘The simultaneous system of teaching is admirable when 
combined with other methods, bat, when disproportionately 
adopted, is exceedingly deceptive. Its results require to 
be often individually tested and often corrected. It is, at 
present, I submit, proportionately used in our primary and 
other divisions. Its much freer use, especially within the 
narrow limits supposed, would be monotonous and weari- 
some in the extreme, and probably would produce very 
questionable results, The limitation which our primary 
divisions most need is a limitation of their numbers, the 
equivalent of which may be supplied in the increase of the 
number of their teachers, An intelligent, earnest teacher 
will find no difficulty in conducting a proper number, say, 
from sixty to perhaps seventy pupils, from the alphabet, 
through the first and second books, in a reasonable time. 
But when eighty, ninety, a hundred, or even a hundred and 
thirty pupils are crowded on any unfortunate teacher, then, 
whatever system, or effort after system, that teacher may 
adopt, her work becomes a complicated drudgery, and there 
can be no reasonable hope that she can do justice to either 
herself or her pupils. Over crowding is incomparably the 
greatest present evil in many of our primary divisions. 
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Of this T have frequently complained, and relief from it, 
Thave repeatedly sought. 


Thave thus, to the best of my judgment and ability, com- 
plied with the direction of the Board, as expressed in its 
resolution of the 15th of November. If I might venture 
to offer a suggestion on a matter not comprised in the 
Report of the Committee, it would be that, as the High 
School requirements of the city are now, as argued by the 
Chief Superintendent of Education, amply provided for by 
the New Grammar School Lav, to be administered by the 
City Council, through the Trustees whom it may appoint, 
there is still one vacant field of educational effort which, if 
it seem good to this Board, it may very usefully occupy. 
T refer to the uncultivated hundreds of children in our city 
whom parental neglect, partly perhaps parental poverty, 
and their own consequent habits, indispose for attendance 
Jommon Schools. A few of this class attend 
occasionally, but they will not long submit to wholesome 
restraint at school, which is not confirmed by parental in- 
fluence at home. For these children some special educt 
tional provision seems to be yet required, supplemented by: 
such private or public benevolent care as will provide, in 
part at least, the food and clothing which are indispensably 
necessary in order to their attendance at school. Without 
such provision, even compulsory attendance, if required 
by law, might be in some instances, a grievous hardship. 


All whieh is respectfully submitted, 
(Signed,) JAMES PORTER, 


oeal Superintendent 
Toronto, Dec. 6th, 1865. 
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6. REPORT ON SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Public Schools of the City of Toronto. 


REPORT (No. 1) OF THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT. 





Gewrieaex,—It has occurred to me that the condition 
of the Libraries of the several City Schools requires grave 
consideration, in order to their being renovated, centralized 
or allowed to sink into comparative disuse, as the Board 
in its wisdom may deem fit. 











It will be in the recollection of several members of the 
Board that six (6) of the larger libraries were formed in 
the year 1857, when 1594 volumes were distributed 
among the six prineipal schools, for the use of the senior 
pupils of both departments. In 1858, 1243 more volumes 
were purchased, and separate libraries were appropriated 
to the female departments of the same schools. ‘The 
total number of volumes thus became 2837. ‘The value 
of these books, irrespective of their extra covers, and of 
the cases in which they were deposited, was $1,600 ; viz,, 
$800 furnished by the Board, and $800 added by the 
Province, through the Department of Education, In the 
year 1860, additional, though smaller libraries were pro- 
vided for the use of both departments of the Palace and 
Givins’-street schools, comprising 304 volumes, at the 
cost of $122, of which $61 were paid by the Board, and 
$61, by the Province. ‘Thus the total cost of the books in 
all the school libraries has been $1,722, namely, $861 to 
the Board, and $861 to the Province 
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In April, 1861, on the motion of Mr, Brent. then a 
member of the Board, I obtained from each Head Master 
and Head Mistress of the six large schools a return of th 
number of books at that time in the library under the 
care of each, as compared with the original number of 
which each library was composed. In July of the same 
year, I procured from each Head Master and Head 
Mistress of those schools, and from the Head Masters of 
the Palace and Givins'-street schools, respectively, a 
copy of the catalogue of the books which were then in 
each of the several fourteen libraries. And, every suc- 
cessive year,a statement of the number of volumes in 
each library, and of the number taken out during the 
year, has been returned to me by each principal Teacher, 
io bo reported to the Education Department, and recorded 
in my Annual Report to this Board, 


All this time, however, the work of diminution and deeay 
has been going on, and I have therefore thought it neces- 
sary, in connection with a special personal inspection of 
all ‘the libraries, to request from each principal Teacher 
such facts as enable me to make a particular report of the 
present condition of the several libraries, under the follow- 
ing headings, viz.: “‘ Original No, of volumes in library,” 
“No, at present in library,” “No. still serviceable,” and 
“No, seldom, if ever, used.” 


The accompanying Tables contain all these particular 
and shew that of 1823 volumes still serviceable, there are 
561 which are seldom if ever read. 





OF the 504 vols, selected in 1860 for the Palace-street 
and Givins’street libraries, none are on his list, but all 
have been acceptable to the pupils, I presume that the 
explanation of this fact is to be found in the facility with 
which so small a number of books could be selected from 
the stock of the Education Department, in comparison 
with the difficulty of selecting in 1857-8, the lange number 
of 2887 books from the same or any other ordinary stock, 
without including among them many works which are 
unserviceable to children, being of a historical, scientific, 
philosophical, or ethical character. 


The most popular books have been, of course, the most 
injured by wear and tear, ; while, of the large number 


that have disappeared, some have literally fallen to pieces, 
while many have been irrecoverably taken by pupils and 
parents who have moved from the city. In one or two 
instances, the loss of book-case keys or locks may account, 
for the subsequent loss of inadequately protected buoks. 


But for the carefal manner in which the books were 
originally covered by the female Teachers, they could not, 
have been nearly so serviceable as they have proved ; the 
boards in which they were bound when purchased having 
been, for the most part, very slight ; so that the books, 
generally speaking, were quite unfit for the serviee which 
they were destined to undergo. 


In order to make the best possible use of those which 
remain, I would respeetfully suggest that they be brought 
together to some central place ; that all which are yet 
serviceable be classified and catalogued anew, by some 
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Teacher or other person to be appointed and paid by the 
Board as Librarian ; and that after the summer holidays, 
‘books be issued to such senior male and female pupils, on 
alternate Saturdays, as may receive tickets from their 
respective Head Masters or Head Mistresses, which shall 
entitle them to such a privilege. 


Should it be the pleasure of the Board to add to the 
Library in any future year, it would be much easier to 
maintain one library in a useful condition than to accom- 
plish the very difficult task of keeping fourteen 
above the level of contempt. 


Most of the pupils in our schools attend some Sunday 
School, from the library of which they draw entertaining 


as well as religious books ; and I respectfully submit that 
all among them who, after attending to their home duties, 
and preparing their home lessons, have leisure and incl 
nation for farther reading, would gladly avail themselves 
of the privileges of the School Library, in the form which 
is now suggested. 


Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) JAMES PORTER, 


oe Seperate 
Toronto, January 7, 1865, 
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ORIGINAL No. OF BOOKS (VOLS) IN LIBRARY, 





Mate Female, Tal 
Palace-street = - - - 152 = 152 
George “ = = = 8 228 506 
ThePark - = + = 272 430 
Vietoria-street = x B04 446 
Touisa = + UT BAT 
John eee 422 
Phoebe Se sth og 410 
Givins’ soe 152 











PRESENT Ne. OF VOLS. IN LIBRARY 





ate Pena. 
Palace-street = - + - 130 =e 
George = = = 205 





The Park - = - = 

Victoria-street- =~ 298 
Lovisa “ee 404 
John i - 168 
Phebe soe 271 
Givin’ 4 - ~ 144 





649 2062 
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No. OF BOOKS STILL SERVICEABLE, 


Mole, Female 
Palace-street 130 _ 
George 159 150 
‘The Park 155 29 
Victoria-street 166 109 
Louisa“ 237 150 
John 84 63 
Phoebe * 186 2 
Givin’ 143 - 


1260 63 


No. OF VOLUMES SELDOM, IP EVER, READ. 

Female 
Palace-street = 
George “ 7 56 
‘The Park 16 
Victoria-street 50 
Louisa“ 30 
John es 12 
Phebe 18 
Giving’ 


No. of volumes still serviceable - 
No. “seldom re 


Adapted for farther use 
@ 
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7. LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT ON 
OVERCROWDED STATE OF JUNIOR 
DIVISIONS. 





To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Public Schools of the City of Toronto. 


REPORT (No. 6) OP THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT. 


Guyrimwey,—I beg to submit the following Report 
concerning the Junior Divisions of the City Schools, with 
especial reference to the approaching summer weather. 


T have frequently been asked by school authorities what 
numerical proportion the three usual divisions of a well 
onganized city or town common school should bear to each 
My reply has uniformly been, that the senior 
ions should comprise about fifty pupils, in average 
lance ; the intermediate divisions, about 60 ; and the 
junior, about 70. During the month of April last, the 
average attendance in the fourteen distinct junior divisions 
of our city schools was 90 pupils ; in eight of which schools 
there were from 90 up to 127. Tn all these divisions the 
attendance is increasing, during the present month ; and 
will probably continue to increase, until the heat of the 
weather shall gradually reduce it: In all these divisions, 
too, the children and their Teachers suffer not a little, as 
the summer advances, and a fair amount of school work 
can searcely be performed under such circumstances. 

















Almost the only alleviation of this state of things which 
we have had for several successive years has been a 
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second recess of ten minutes for the pupils of our janior 
divisions, both forenoon and afternoon ; a measure de- 
cidedly beneficial to such pupils, but greatly distarbing 
to the business of those senior divisions, through wh 
rooms the juniors have to pass and re-pass on their way 
to and from the play grounds, 


In the John Street school, indeed, an oceasional Te: 
has been employed for two or three of the summer mouths ; 
and that measure has afforded considerable velie!. Tam 
fally convinced that the most effectual practicable method 
of dealing with the general difficulty of overcrowding 
junior divisions is that which has been atc 


Vity of Detroit, and in some other citi 
half-day system, by means of which from 50 & 

are taught in the fore part of the day, and the same namber 
of different scholars of the same grade in the after part of 
the same day, by the sume Teachers.” By this system,” 
reports the President of the Detroit Boa 

“from 100 to 120 scholars will receive 

three hours each day, and have suflicient + 

ease; while, under the former plan, from 75 to 100 
scholars” (our numbers are still higher) © were crowded 
into one room for six hours ; aud the eramped, confined 
condition of the scholars, and the rigid diseipiine uecess 

to be enforced by the Teacher, to maintain order, nett 
tend to increase the love of the scholar for school, nor 
stimulate him to study and progress ; nor do they tend to 
cultivate and improve the temper of the Teacher, and the 
love for her work and the scholar. I think all the 
Teachers, in whose schools it has been adopted, coucur 
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in the opinion that they can advance 100 pupils, or even 
120, by the three hours rule, as rapidly as 75 pupils by 
the six hours rule! 


On this subject the Special Report of the Detroit Com- 
mittee on Schools, and that of the School Superintendent 
for that city, are well worthy of fall consideration. 


Meanwhile, [have to request that the usual appointment 
of a temporary Teacher for the John-street School, and 
of any other temporary Teachers whom the Board may 
deem necessary, may be made for the ensuing summer. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES PORTER, 
cal Superintendent. 


Toronto, May 17, 1866 


Subsequent to the submission of the above Report, the 
Standing Committee on School Management, in their 
Report No. 6, reported as follows: “Having had under 
consideration the difficulty of keeping a very large num- 
ber of young children employed during the long afternoons 
of hot summer days, your Committee are of opinion that 
the attendance of such might be advantageously dispensed 
with, some time before the regular hour (four o'clock) of 
closing school ; and thus, while relieving the very little 
ones from the weariness of confinement in a heated and 
erowded school room, enable the Teacher to devote more 
time and attention to the other and advanced pupils: 
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Your Committee, therefore, recommend that the Local 
Superintendent should be authorized, in his discretion, 
with regard to numbers and the heat of the weather, to 
relieve such of the gallery papils as are not further than 
the first Reading Book from attendance after three o'clocl 
p.m. until otherwise ordered.” ‘This recommendation 
was adopted by the Board on June 6th, and afforded no 
little relief to the children in the lower classes of the 
junior divisions 


8 ADOPTION OF CAMPBELLS GEOGRAPHY 
AND ATLAS. 


‘The Committee on School Management at the same date 
(June 6th) reported “That the Council of Public Instrue- 
tion for Canada West, having withdrawn its sanction to 
the use of Morse’s, or any other American Geography, in 
the Common Schools of this Province, and as a violation 
of this regulation will subject the school or schools con- 
cerned, to the loss of its legislative apportionment from 
the school grant, your Committee recommend that, after 
the ensuing summer vacation, ‘Campbell's School Geo- 
graphy and Atlas,’ prepared for the use of 
British Provinces, be recognized as the text-book in this 
branch of study in our schools.” ‘This recommendation 
was adopted by the Board, and has been duly carried out. 
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REV. DR. WICKSON'S COMMUNICATION RE- 
PECTING THE SUCCESS OF CERTAIN 
;CHOLARS, ORIGINALLY FROM THE 
YY SCHOOLS. 


co 


‘Tonowro Graaarar ScHoor, Oct. 19, 1865. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of School 
Trustees of the City of Toronto, 


Gexrzwes,—It affords me much pleasure to inform 
you that at the recent Matriculation Examinations in the 
University of Toronto, two of the former pupils of the 
City Schools, to whom Scholarships were awarded by 

acquitted themselves with great credit. I refer to 
1 Ryrie aud Alfred Baker. 


ner having pursued a satisfactory course in this 

three years, carried off, in 1863, the highest 
Scholarship in Upper Canada College, from which institu- 
tion he has just proceeded to the University, and has 
gained the rate distinction of being placed first in the first 
class in every subject of examination, becoming entitled 
thereby to several Scholarships. 


A\red Baker, the junior in educational standing by one 

J passed an examination, which though less bril- 

Jiaut than that of his too formidable competitor, was yet 

highly satisfactory : his standing is that of first class il 

mathematics, and second class in classies, history, and 

English, and he has obtained a Scholarship for general 
pjects of examination, 
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It is gratifying to observe, how, by means of the various 
educational institutions of this eity, facilities are presented 
to deserving boys, of all classes, for advancing from the 
lowest stages to highest distinctions in learning. By the 
establishment and maintenance of the systems of free 
schools and scholorships we, in our favored day, scarcely 
foel the force of the maxim of older times: * Haud facile 
emergunt quorum virtutibus obstat Res angusta domi.” 
Tremain, gentlemen, 
‘Your most obedient, 


ARTHUR WICKSON, Rector. 


T cannot close this Report without expressing the gra- 
tification T have felt on observing that the efforts of the 


Board of School Trustees and of the Municipal Council of 
this city for the promotion of higher and free education, 
in the case of such deserving youths as come under their 
immediate notice, are not overlooked by the Chief Super- 
intendent of Education. 


In his Annual Report to His Excellency the Governor 
General for 1864, he remarks : “The Municipal Council 
and Board of School Trustees of the City of Toronto have 
seta noble example of encouraging diligence among the 
‘Teachers and pupils of their schools, by not only procuring 
and giving prizes, but founding seven free Scholarships, 
each tenable for two years in the Grammar School. 
These prizes and scholarships are competed for by a 
paper and oral examination, before examiners appointed 
by the Board of ‘Trustees. At these examinations the 
pupils of the various City Common Schools compete, and 
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the prizes and scholarships (signed by the Mayor with the 
corporate seal of the city) are distributed at an annual 
meeting held in the city ball, Tn this manner meritorious 
and promising pupils of the Common Schools earn a free 
grammar school edneation through the liberality of the 
municipality, and thus make their way to the University, 
where the edueation is almost free.” 


Nor can I forbear to quote the language of Mr. Justice 
‘Hagarty, in his recent charge to the grand jury at the fall 
Assizes for the County of the City of Toronto, with respect 
to the uninstructed and vagrant children who are seen in 
every part of our city, “It is to be earnestly hoped that 
some attempt may be made to work downward to reach 
the grade of children apparently below the influence of our 
present system : to gather them in their rags and squalor, 
(if necessary) apart from those of their own age, who 
shrink from their contact.” I cannot but anticipate that 
the recent resolution of the Board, which bears on this 
particular subject, will lead to some good result in this 
very important direction, 

Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES PORTER, 
os Superintendent 
Office of Local Superintendent 


of Public Schools, 
Toronto, January, 1866. 


Submitted to the Board, January 17, 1866, and referred 
to the Committee on School Management, Reported on 
by said Committee on February 7th, and ordered by the 
Board to be printed for the information of the rate-payers 
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FEBRUARY, 
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APRIL. 
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JUNE. 
Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each School. 
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SEPTEMBER. 
Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each School. 
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OCTOBER. 
Average No. of Pupitein each Division 
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NOVEMBER. 
Average No, of Pupile in each Division of each School 
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DECEMBER, 
Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each Scheel 
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TABLE G.—Sshoot Lidvaries, 








| Noor Vors.os tama, |No.ranex ovr nomxa Vase 


Nae or Scuvor. || Devanrxsnr 


Drranmese 


| nisie_) Pemate Male, | Female 





Palace Street i ano | o29 
George. ite oo | 1210 
{The Baten °o 39 
Victoria Steet 153 igs | 270 
oats 135, bsp | 1058 
Dien oe 

Phosde ot 


Tota. 





TABLE H.—Comparative Statement of the City Schools, under specific 
Tieadings, from 1864 to 1865, bork Inclusive, 
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ara 
2108 
24138 
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APPENDIX II. 


A. 


Examination Papers at the Combine Beasninetion, Monday, 
Judy Vidh, 1865, 

Th the fit or junior, and in the second or intermediate Division, the exemi 
ation was entirely oral; with the exception of one paper, namely, {hat on 
‘Arithmetic, in the second or intermediate Division 

athe third or senior Division, the examination was conducted altogeth 
writing ; reading, of eoues, excepted. 


ARITHMETIC. 


2s Divistox. 


Values. 
‘What i meant by tho tems “Notation,” “Arabic Notation” and 
“Roman Notation 


Write two uallions three hundred. and sixty-four thousand th 
‘hundred and trentysbree, both ia Romanand Arabic characters 10 

1£ 2267290 be divided by 245 nd quotient multiplied by 7698, what 
ithe product? 5 


How is multiplication proved by easting out the $8. 
Write th tables of land ad cloth messere 
Multiply 67 Th 4 on. 8 drs 1 gr. 11 gr by ® 
Divide 7149 boa. 1 gt Lp. by AIT. 
[A farmor owned 247 acres of land and disposed of 
uve Lair, 17 per. fora achool sit, gold 17 a. 28 per ga 
Bia. 1. to his wife, and divided the remainder eqully among 
tis tree soua: how much did each son rosie? 





5. Sabjogate 
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ARITHMETIC, 
‘np Divisiox, 
Values, 
Reduos § of 4 of 9 of 33 of an sore to the fraction of § 
Got AH ot seh of tz 1¢ fraction o 


of square yar 


What the la of x3 (8H 


03% 

. What ismeant by a “ Paro Repetond?” and a « Mixed Cireu- 
lating Decimal?” Expres the following decimals in 
vvlgee fractions -— 


UDBET 5 +816 5 and 13345, occsrverstnsntsenentis sn: 20 
Deine to terms # Ratio” “Compound Ratio,” Simple Pro- 
portion,” and “Compound Proportion eee wesetsesee 10 
7. If 8 men can reap 97 acres in 4 days of 73 hours exch, how 
many acres will 1A men reap in’34 daya of 93 hours each 20 
Extract the square root of 918767, and the cube root of 
SODBLEES ewsisossrveriorer si 20 


100 


DEFINITIONS AND DERIVATIONS, 
‘ap Dirttox. 
Derive and deine the following wonde:— 


F 


Somnambit. 
Insp, 


Neswpolia 
Foraight 
Breas 

lone 
Hrsband 


5: Beycholoey 
Marellous 
5: Hemisphere. 
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 
xp Divisio. 


Fatues, 
3 


1. Mention the difrent kinds of Pronouns, giving example. 
2. What isan Adrerb?. ee: 
83, The Verb agreos with iu subject Sa aamber; mention he exceptions 10 
4, Define the Nominative absolute andthe Nominative of aes... 10 
5, Uader what conditoos only should the Suhjanctive Mood be used? 10 
6. How maay kinds of Subordinate seatenege are there? Specify them 
and give exampl 10 
1. Distinguish between—This io my friend's fancy, and thie te & 
fancy of my friende eiets ll 
8. He eats to tive. What i hor the function ofthe inGaitive? 
heard him speak. Parse the last word . i 10 
9. Anuise the following paseag, and pare the words in Telia 
Cioud.atome, sparkles ofa fling str, 
Dewarops, or fms of gossiner wo 63 
What cau the sata beyoad ws be? 
Life -—Denth al no a greater Mystery 
What thought hath not conceived, at heard, eye seen; 
Perfect existenee from a point began 
att of what Goo's eter hath bea 
‘Whole immorality belongs to none 
Bai Thay, the fst the lat the Only One! 20 


10, Write down the above passage, aranging the words et in prose... 10 


Too 
GEOGRAPHY. 
Sap Division, 


Values 
1. Define the vavions branches of Geography... 10 


2, Explain the term oblate oper, aa eplied to the for of iw earth 10 
8, What proofs can you give ofthe earth's pherisiy Pvseevscessesss 10 
4 What ar the boundaries of Canad? z 10 
4, Name te Tad and Lakes of & America vs -- 10 
6 Méation the prinipal Rivers of France, and ts towns uated upon 
any of then neers ates 10 
1 Give the gonora divisions of N. and FS. Amtricasseveccssoo so 
8 Mention the principal Gul, Cape, aod Rivers of aly 10 
2 Define accurately the geographies! poion of Florence, Merl, 
Cordors, Malaga, Liverpool, Bristol, Birmingham, Chicago 
Brock, Det, Otana erie Wee 





10 


HISTORY. 


ep Dirisios. 


Mention the ers into which Modern Histor has been divided. 
Give the dates of the following eventa — 

‘The Plunder of Rome by Ala. 

‘The Conquest of England by William. 

‘The Signing of Mazoa Charia by Joho. 

‘The Invention of Printing. » 
‘Who was th fie foreigner who reigned at Rome ?...+. 5 
Give a bret account ofthe reign of Julian «- +0 10 
State th cieumatanoss which gave rise tothe City of Venice. 10 
State what you know af the persoosl character of George T. 10 
For what messure isthe rcign of William TV. remarkable? 10 
Give a brief sete of events daring the Brt two years of Lord Blas 

‘administration ia Canada 9 10 


Mention the vasious improrement introduced during 1861 10 


“Too 


MENSURATION. 


np Divisio 


Values, 

‘What Iength ofa piece of timber will make one slid foot, being 2 feet 9 
inches deep and 1 foot T inches broad? 16 

What isthe capacity of a right eylinder whote height and the citeumtfor 
ce ofits bags are each 20 feet? 

‘The spire of church, of conical form, measures 37.6092 feet round its 
The; what i ite slit, ta perpendicular hight boing 100 fe 

What nth con hexagonal fnatum whoe eight i 6 feet andthe 
tie ofthe greater end 18 iachos and of tho less 12 inches ?........-- 25 

‘What will the slating of house cost at £1 Ss. 6d. equate, the length 
Thing 43 feet 10 inches, and tho breadth 27 feet 5 inches onthe ft; 
the eaves projecting 16 inches on each side tre pteh sss. acesse+ 25 


100 





un 


ALGEBRA. 


‘ep Division. 
Values, 

Divide a 4 ab + 2ac—20 + The— Be bya—B4 Gene 10 

Resolve into elementary factors 2? + 62+ 5,2 492-4 20,22 
S242 4824 Tad —Wato 

Find tho value of 2 from the equation Jy (22 +7) 

DSlg—hBe+h 

A bookseller sold 10 books at a certain price, and afterwards 15 
rmoreat the «ue rate, and at the latter time received 35s, more 
than at the former. What was the price of the book ? 

How much ten at 4. 6d. must be mixed with 50 Ibs. at 6s, that 
the mixture may be old at 5s. 6d. 1 5 


100 


GEOMETRY. 
Sep Divisio 


Values. 

Draw a straight ling, porponicular tom straight line of unlimited length, 
from a given post without it. 0 

3. Prove tha if from the ends of the ride af « triangle there be drawn two 
straight lines to a pont within the tsiangle, thes shall be less than the 
other two sides of tho triangle, but sball contain a grester ale 

Prove that if any side of a triangle be produced, the exterior angle 
‘equal to the to interior and opposite angles, and tht the tree int 
rioe angles of every triangle are togsther equal io two right angles, 

Prove that in any rghtangled triangle the ayuare which is described upon 
the side subtendig the vight angle is equal t0 the squares described 
pon the sides which contain the right a 

Prove that in obtase angled triangles, if perpendicular be drawn from 

io produzod, the square ofthe 

ater than the squares of the 

sides containing tho obtuse angle, by twice the rectangle contained by 

the sido upon which, when prodaced, the perpengicalr falls, and the 

ight line intorceped, without the triangle between the perpendiealar 
‘nd the obtuse angle 





Lists of Pupils recommended by the Examiners to receive Honours, asthe 
result ofthe Combined Beamination, July Yith, 1805 ; arrranged in 
the order of merit. 


Third (Senior) Divison. 


(ors) senoransmes. 
William Henry Dean... « Givina! Street Schoo. 

John George Keeler. sae to. &. 
David Elder... George Street School. 

‘ares Fleming Marshall vere ‘, 

Somes T, Mitebell ..-.scse0e ‘The Park do, 

‘James Wardlaw LILI Gaorge Street do. 

1. Frodetick Maney, Vietorla ao, 
8, A Pris instead of « Scholarship No. 6, 9 which ho was entitled, but which 

he could not conveniently receiv. 

James Mato... 00+ Givinw? Stcet School. 


[N.B—No. 6 having to leave the City, aftrwards received Prive instoud of 
‘4 Scholseip 


9. John Henry Caren. ‘The Park School. 
10, Wiliam Love 2 Louisa Street do 


N.B—No, 9, being next in onder of Meri fterwands received a Scholarship in 
place of No. 6. 


(ormus) euzes. 


Maria Jones zs Phasbe Street School 
Jeanie Spink... ILE George do, do 
Christina Kenney Louisa do, do. 
Margaret Mstthow --..-. Give’ do. do 
Bllen Harney .... UII ouisa Steet School. 
onretta Willis... eco. -++ess--+++ Vietoria do. do, 
Sosanna B, Foster --------s+ Lowisa do. do, 
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cenmiricarss oF noxouR, 


8. Mary Mangham zi sss Victoria Street Sehoot 
9. Angas Roddy... TITLILIE George do. do, 


TL —Seeond (Senior) Division, 
‘The Park School ond John Street Female Departments, 


Serah Hawthorne... sessssses ‘The Park School 
iabeth Bylo, «os yecvsvessevevsover do. do 


ia Mortis sc. cesses Sohn Street School 
Palace Street School. 


Yok Treloat.eseceee cee sceseessneeess Palase Stott School 
‘William Steart Gill a do. do, a, 


TIL —Second (Intrmeits) Division. 


Toney Haris... ue "The Park School 
William Monro, for ‘Victoria Stct School, 
Frederick Wood, The Park do, 
ohn Hampden Day ..s.... 2 ‘+ Goorge Street do, 
‘osoph Dawton. Sittesssn Vitoria do. do, 
‘Thomas M. Smith George do. do, 
Georgina Winsor... + Vietora do, do, 


CERTIFICATES oF HoxoUR, 


8, William Henry Bliot...--.ses-sseeeesees Bonian Street School. 
Hyman Miler... ee George do. do. 
Alesander T Middle 200022000020. Lanlle 6. dot 


Rowland Carter... vs. do. do, doe 


Bam Cigeen toss cores George do. dn 
(Reise tition Wome. 





1V.—Pinst (uaior) Division, 


Heatitts Lavallee sevesuss1 George Stest School 
{ John Townson ccna, Mer da a 
2 | aati eons apes de, do, de 
( Bema Farragher. do. do. ae, 
{icin Whitest Victoria Steet do 
‘Thomas Greer : he Pak do. 
{RetenPston Victoria Steet do 
Henry Bright Vmke Pare do 
{ieimraate , : &. 
\attarine Robinson. oe: 


Wiliam Benson 5 George Steet S 
Tasnes ‘Thomson Louka Wo. do. 
Uitegaret Boss. Centre da, de, 
(Sarah E. Love 3 ‘Vietora Steet Schoo. 
Wills Lowden Contre do. do, 


Lote Cudtie ms Phebe do. do. 


Palace and Givin’ Street Schools. 


1, Fannet Hendomton s+. Givias! Streot Schoo. 


Skane Law osossccses = Palace do. do. 
2. {son Weight Z Giving do. do 

‘Aethoe Boyd do. do. to 
a, { Tyea MeLangilin .- itusleoss Palace Steet Sehool 
*. {Boma Lane ete do, do. 





Summary of Cerificate of Honour for Regularity and Punctuality 
Ff Attendance, 8 grantol (0 Papils in the several Public Schools, 


at the Summer Examination 





























Naw or Sooo || states. |remates| oun 


Palas Strost, 


Victoria 
Loxtee 
Centre 
omm 
Phe 


otal 





Summary of Ccrtifcates of Honour for Regularity and Punctuatity of 


Attendance, ey granted to Pupils in the severad Public Schools at 


the Winter Examination 








Palace Steet oor 
George 
The Park. 
Vietaria Sint 
Toul 
Crate 
Ion 
Phase 

Gin 


otal 
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E. 


‘Standard for the Attainment of the Pupils in the respectie Divisions of 
the City Public Schools, having reference to the transfer of Pupils 
‘from a Lower to a Higher Division, and t0 the Periodieat Combined 
‘Examination of Selected Pupils 


1. -READING AND SPELLING. 
Division 1.—Ist and 2nd National Reader 
quel to 2d and Sed National Reader. 
% 4th and th National Reader. 
Sulivan’ Spelling Book superseded. 
1N.B.—Papl in Sed Division to be exercised in Spelig, by mennt of Dictation 
1 —WeITING. 
Pupils in od Reader to write on Slate, to the extent of eombining 
three letters without capitals 
4 2.8 plaintext band, acting capitals and figures, 
6 8A good commersal hand. 
TIL —ARITENETIC. 


Notation and Numeratiog, to nine places of figures. Simple 
“Addition and Subtraction. The Multiplication Table. Simplo 
Maliplication a8 far at by 12; and Simple Division (Long 








Divison 1 








Division 1 








Divison except 
4 2-Sangeter’s Elementary Avithmeti, to page 80 inclusive, 
The romainder of Saogstar’s Elementary Arithmetic, 


IV -ENGUISH GRAMMAR 


Lennie’ Grammar to the end of Etymology; (page 52 inclusive). 
"The passing of simple sentences 

4 .Launi's Gearumar, to the end of Syntax; page 164 inclusive) 

"The parting of simple and compound sentences, Analysis of 

rentences; to be communicated by Teachers, avcording to 

Morel. 





Division 


“y-QOGRAPHY. 
_—General Defisiion,ioatrated by the Map ofthe World. 
‘in adtion to the foregoing, an acquaintance with the Maps of 
arope, Asia, Afica, and America, 1 the extent of the comm 
feien they contain, their capitals, and their principal svery 
lakes, and. mountain; leo, Sobuston's Map of the British 
North American Proviness their chit ets, and their prio 
cipal siverg, lakes, and mountains 














uy 


Division 3.—Genersl Definitions and Oniines, according to Campbell's 
Geography and Adas; also, Onlines of the Geography of 
‘British North Amorica,ilastrated by Johnston's Map, 





VL_—HISTORY. 


Divison 2—Eiwards Summary of Fagish History, to page 40, ih House 
Uf York snd Taneaten inline. 

“3.—Anciot and Moder History, jo alter sears according to the 
‘th National Reade.” Edvard! Sammy of Bagoh History, 
frm page 4 cove to the end, Onine ofthe History of 
Batik North Ameren, fo be communicated by Teach, 
coring to Boyt 


VIL_—MENSURATION. 


Division 3—Text Book; National Treaie, ‘The whole of Sections Ist and 
Bnd. Seetion Sri, (Conic Setions,) emitted. Section th to 


Problem 15, inclusive. Also, from page 144 to page 164, on 
“ Anties'e Work.” 





VilL—ALGEDRA. 

Division 3.—Colenso's Algebre, to Simple Rquations, inclusive, 
1X.~GEOMETRY. 

Division 3.—Ist and 2nd Bock of Boclid. 


N.B—The Study of Sobjeots VIL, VILL, and IX, is optional, but exedit will 
be given at the Combined Examination far proficiency in ubem, which wil be 
taken into account inthe award of Grammar Schoo! Scholarships. 


X.—BOOK-KEEI 


Tested of tho last named three subjects, os in addition to them, Bookkeeping 
aay be takon by any Senior Pupil, at the wish of hie parent or guardian, The 
‘National Book keeping to be used for this purpose, 





ING, 





‘Voeal Music en Drawing are regarded rather ax School Recreations than as 
School Work to bo required. 


JAMES PORTER, 
Local Superintendent 


‘Sanctioned by Board of School Trustees as revised and amended, October 
11, 166, and Jone 6, 1858. 
1 



























Books, do required for the use of Pupile inthe respective Divisions of the 
Public Schools of the City of Toronto 








FIRST DIVISION. 
1et National Reade 
ional Reader. 





SECOND DIVISION, 
Sequel to 2nd National Reader. 

3rd National Reeder, 

Aiate. 

‘A Copy Book. 

Sangstr's Elementary Arithmetic. 
Lenns’s English Grammar. 

‘Baars’ Sommary of Baglish History, 


‘THIRD DIVISION. 
4h National Reade 

50h National Reader 

Sullivan’ Spelling book Superseded 
Shwe, 

‘A Copy Book 

‘Sangsier’s Elementary Avithmetc, 
Lenbie's English Grammar, 
Campbells Geography and Ata 
‘Edwards’ Summary of Eoglish History. ' 


POR PUPILS IN MATHEMATICS. 
National Treatise on Mensuration. 
Calenso's Algebra 
uel’ Elements 

OR PUPILS IN BOOK-KEEPING. 
‘The National Bookkeeping 


JAMES PORTER, 
oest Superintendent. 
‘Sanctioned by Board of School Trostces, October 11, 1861, and June 6, 1866. 









1a 









APPENDIX IIL, 


Seoretary's Abstract Statement of the Estimated Cost of Maintaining the 
uty Schonl, for the year 1865. 


Investment of say 
sd Sehool Fusnituee, 





1. Annual Interest, at 6 per cent, on permanen 
$59,250, for fhe 9 School Sis, Huldiags 
a 





$5,856 80 





mol ete asthe average expente of dlapiaton, reais 
2 dna gy oh rene : mao 00 
8: Salven of Sepersiondan, Secretary, and A Teacher 5 poy 

Ineis a Autre Examiner od allowances to 10 Care 
takes (io ecole and | eee). 16,500 00 
4, Renin and Taser Bs 
2 Blection expense 
6. Cont, wood and eang wood (vite 1564-48) 
7, Tonoranes on @ School Buildings, Fomitre, 
Pa 
































} Mapa; Prize Books; Bens, Tok and 
‘Stationery for the Sehools; and Stationery forthe Board aud 
the Offices 


9, MiseTlaneous expenses 





26,418 80 


APPENDIX IV, 


Secretary's Statement ofthe estimated valve of the School Premises, Sitee 
‘and Buildings, belonging to the Board of Trustees, of the City of 


Toronto, the Slat Desomber, 1968, namely -— 








Ward of Saint The Park School 35,260 00 oe 
Dari | Googe Se don tde0 00 [=~ $17,600 00 
Ward of Saint Lawrenee—Palace Steet Schoo 5,350 00 


Weed of Saint Janes —V aeet Schoo! 15,000 00 









Ls 
Ward of Sant} Addition some 8 iia 
‘Fohn} Addienal See il a) 
rf 1,280 00 
Ward of Saint ¢ Phoebe Stret School 15,000 00 i 
Patek Give’ Steet do, S550 00 f---- 28850 00 
Ward of Saint George—Joba Street Sahoo! . 16,280 00 
‘Total. Se111 60 
‘The same being exclusive offside tingsup, Furniture and School Appa 
ratay 
ertied, G. A. BARBER, 
Sroazranr, 
Toronto, Jonvary, 1868. BS. 7, 
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APPENDIX V. 


Annual Statement of Receipts and Espenditure for Common School Pur- 
poses, City of Toronto, for the Year ending December 31st, 1865. 
Published by the Board of School Trustee fr said City, as required by 


Statue. 
Iscome ron 1266. 


Balance over from 1864, at perlast published Statement .......... $2217 TL 
Legislative Approprision for 1865, seceegeocney 600 
Manisipal Assostment, aa per Sohool Hating, SII a3}000 00 


‘Total Income, 1865, ie 730 71 


Exraxzorear ron 1666, 


1. Salaries for the year, namely -— 
‘21: Regular Teacher, Male Department... $8,885 45 
» « i Female Department --. 5,94 64 
Occasional Teacher’... 141 00 
314020 
Local Superintenlent, Rev. Jat. Porter). 1,200 
Secretary tothe Board (Mr. G. A, Barber) mos ves.. 600 
Cacetakers, Schools, Offes, and Board Room, 105 
Tro Examiners, $10; two Auditors, $20 ee. 
35,586 
2, Rents and Taxos, vie — 
‘The two Offees and Boasd Room, $1605 and 
taxes on the tame, $385... $198 00 
contra Stroet Ausiliy School, Ward of St 
John -. ceeeesseees 140 00 


Testaments on Schoo 
tame, and on S 
st Tostalment, $256 ; snd Interest, $102 40 
‘on Principal, new Sito Ward St. Jobn..... $988 40 
Conveyancing charges for nid 31 50 
ohn Steet School Mortgage... 180 00 
Louisa Suet “380; and Commision 
‘on renewal of tame (or afurther period $30 110 00 
685.90 


Carried forward -. ceeeeceeee 608 99 
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Brought forwards .csseeeceeseeseee SUT O08 29 
4, Tosurances on Schoo! Buildings and Furniture, vis 

British America Company + 8132 30 

peril (London) Co'y TID st 05 

Royal (London and Liverpool), Cotyoosscces 62.60 

Westar Co'y Canada, 4216 


6. Fuel for the School and Ofien vies— 
Coal, 18 ce $8 82 
Woot, 1885, SOTIIID “ag as. 
Saving Wood, 1865. a 178 08 


1225 65 
6. Printing, Advertising, Prise Books, Maps end Sta 


tlonery forthe Schools, the Board and Ofices, 
Guardian Offce, Printing School Report...... $61 64 
H. Rowsell, Stationery, Printing, e000. 200 18 
Department Public Instruction . 6343 
Globe, Advertsing and Printing 55 23 
Leader, Advertising... + 40.60 
Bantin Bros, Pens for Scholars... 121 1 
DBibtes, $9 52; Lithographing $20 00, 29 22 
Hograving Labels, $3 50; Mounting Leatons, 

3655 ; Miscollancous, 84 75 180 


1. Repairs to School Buildings, ey vies— 
‘A. Greenlees, Contract for general repairs .... $152 70 
surance, Carpenter's Risky 1 month, dit, 723s 
Gundy & Langley, Arciteot? Commission, ditto 10 
‘A Greenloes, sundry miscellaneous repairs... er 
Boxall Bros, Stove, Storepipes 2 
©. Reed, $28.80; H. Bell, $5.90; Glazing =. 0 
N. Piper, Pals, Drinking Caps, s 25 
W. Faiteloth, Paiting, Palace Street Seol 
W.D. Carlyle, Alterations Palace Street School 

and sandry miscellaneous ropes... 
43. Morphy, Stoveand Pipes, Palate Street School 
Glock, Phosbe Street School, $6.50 Repairs to 
Clocks, $6.25; Thermometeny $3.00 .. 
Repairs to Pumps, $5.15; Hepaim to Fences, 
Gates, Locks, &e., $8.15; Hardwase, $9.97 
Sandry miscellaneous emall repairs and School 


on 
ba 1186 33 


Carried forward.. covoee $20,878 OF 
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Brought forward. coos $20,878 91 
8, Misoellaneons, vin — 

lection School Trastes. 

Poraitere, $13 96 ; Lectures $14 10. 

Gas account, Board Room, de 

Postage, Drawer end Stam 

CCabice and Suadees 

Sondry smal quite 

2005 


‘Total General Expenditae, 1885, . Ba 98 
8. Schoo! Debentures, Sinking Fund, nd Toteret, 1865. 5,251 50 


‘Total Bxpenditare ree cess $2671.46 
Balance ta Credit School Fund Ist Jan, 1866 $9,859 25 
Toronto, January, 1866. 
G. A. BARBER, 


Suonezany, B.S.T. 


SAMUEL SPREULL, 
WILLIAM R. ORR, 
‘Avprrons. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


10 THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE CITY OF TORONTO. 


Gewrremen,—I have the honour to submit to you the 
following Report on the Public Schools of this city, for the 
year 1865. 


Inall probability, our School population, like our general 
population, has not much increased during the year. Our 
aggregate School attendance has slightly exceeded that of 
1864, and our average registered monthly attendance has 
somewhat increased ; but our average daily attendance, 
especially during the last four months of the year, has been 
diminished by an unusual prevalence, first of summer 
complaint, and afterwards of measles, more particularly 
among the younger pupils. The extreme precaution which 
is taken in our schools against the spread of any infectious 
sickness, often operates to our disadvantage in the matter 
of attendance, as no member of a family in which such 
sickness is known to exist is allowed to come to school, 
B 
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while many parents are perhaps needlessly unwilling to 
send their healthy children, lest they should suffer from 
intercourse with others. 


It is perhaps necessary that, as in former reports, I 
should again remark on the unfairness of those persons 
who, in dealing with our school statistics, lay undue stress 
on the comparison of our aggregate registered number of 
pupils with the number in daily average attendance. ‘The 
aggregate number inclades for the year 1865, 300 pupils, 
whose names have been entered on more than one school 
in the course of the year. It also includes many who left 
the city after but a few days attendance at school, several 
who have died, and others who entered when the year was 
nearly ended. ‘The average registered monthly attendance 


and the average daily attendance may be properly and 
usefully compared ; and if, for the year 1865, that 
comparison is not so favourable as for the year 1864, the 
probable cause of the disadvantage may be found in the 
wide spread sickness referred to above. 


In the month of February, the Standing Committee on 
Sitesand Buildings, under authority of the Board, completed 
the purchase of the four lots on Hlizabeth and Sayer Streets, 
on which it was proposed to erect a school building, which, 
it was hoped, would effectually relieve the pressure that 
is still felt in the Louisa Street School. ‘The impossibility 
of providing desk accommodation for the children in the 
Centre Street School, the more forward pupils from which 
must therefore be either allowed to wander on the streets, 
or transferred to other schools, the nearest of which, that 
at Louisa Street, is already overcrowded, renders the 
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provision of further school accommodation in the north-west 
portion of Saint John’s Ward a matter of no small impor- 
tance. 


The High School question has been again and carnestly 
discussed in the course of the year. So faras the interests 
of boys are concerned, it seems to have been set at rest 
by the recently enacted Grammar School Law, which, as 
explained by the Chief Superintendent of Education in his 
circular addressed to Mayors of Uities, provides that the 
Grammar School shall become, what it ought to be, a“ High 

ool for the City—an intermediate school between the 
Common Schools and the University,-—preparing pupils to 
matriculate into the University either in Arts or Law, or in 
the departmentof Civ neering, providing for intending 
surveyors their preliminary education, and imparting the 
higher branches of an English and Commercial Education 
to those youths whose parents do not wish them to study 
Greek or Latin.” No Public High School education for 
girls yet exists in this city, the action taken by the Board 
of School Trustees in that direction, as recorded in my 
Report for 1864, having been disapproved by the City 
Council, and not enforced by the Board. 


A careful visitation of the several City Schools was made 
by the Committee on School management, which began on 
Tuesday, April 4th, and ended on Monday, April 10th, 
the results of which were on May 3rd submitted by the 
Committee to the Board in a three-fold report, the first 
part of which wasentitled “general”; the second, “detailed”; 
and the third, “ special”. 
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On July 19th, the Committee of the Whole reported as 
follows: "That the Standing Committee on School Manage- 
ment are entitled to the best thanks of this Board for their 
report, No. 5, and for the careful visitation recently made 
by the Committee to the several city schools; and that 
said report be laid on the table ;” which was carried. 


‘A copy of the“ general” report of the committee will be 
found in this report, under the heading “ Special matters 
worthy of record.” 


On June 28th, Mr. Brooke, a member of the Board, gave 
notice that he would move for the appointment of a select 
Committee of five members to report to the Board : 


1. Whether the attendance at the Common Schools of 
this city has kept pace with the population since their 
establishment in 1844? 


2. Whether the character of the attendance has or has 
not deteriorated ? 


8. Whatis the cost per child to the city under the present 
arrangement, (the same to be stated according to the res- 
pective existing divisions of Primary, Intermediate and 
Senior)? 


4, Whether, in view of the present depressed state of 
the finances of the city, some change cannot be made in the 
administration of the schools, by which considerable saving 
may be effected consistent with efficiency ? 
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On July 19th, Mr. Brooke, seconded by Mr, Milligan, 
moved thatDr. Adams, Mr. Baxter, Mr. William Armstrong, 
Hon. Mr. MeMurrich, and the mover, be the said 
Committee. 


On November 15th, the Report of the Committee was 
submitted, read and received, and considered in Committee 
of the Whole. The Committee of the Whole rose and re- 
ported the following resolution :--“ That the thanks of the 
Board be given to the Select Committee for the important 
report now presented ; that this committee rise, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again ; and that the Local 
Superintendent be requested to communicate officially to 
the Board his views on the several matters contained in 
the said report ;” which was adopted on division. 


On December @th, the Local Superintendent submitted 
and read his report, as required, and the same having been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, on its sitting again, 
by adjournment from the last meeting, the action of the 
Committee of the Whole, finally approved by the Board, 
without a division, was embodied in the following resolution : 


1, “That, in view of all the evidence now before this 
Board, it is not, in the opinion of the Board, necessary or 


expedient to adopt the changes suggested in the Report of 
the Select Committee.” 


2, “That, in the opinion of this Board, it is of very great 
importance that means be early adopted for the education 
of the many untaught children who are now wandering 
about the streets of our city ; and that it be an instruction 
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to the Committee on School Management to ascertain what 
ineans are practicable, in order to accomplish that object.” 


‘A copy of the Report of the Special Committee, also a 
copy of the Report of the Local Superintendent on the 
matters therein contained, will be found under the heading, 
“ Special matters worthy of record” 


The military drill of the senior pupils of the several 
schools, for one hour in each week, was resumed during 
the first week in May, and continued;until the end of 
November. Its effects, as heretofore, have been uniformly 
beneficial. 


The Rev. Mr. Boddy has again very kindly furnished 
religious instruction, during one hour on every Friday 
afternoon, to those pupils of the Park School whose parents 
are members of the Church of England ; and a similar good 
work has been performed by the Rev. Mr. Baldwin, at the 
Victoria Street School, on every Wednesday afternoon. 


To Jesse Ketchum, Esq, the¥schools are again indebted 
for 265 copies of the New Testament, (in value $23.85,) 
which are used in school by those of the senior pupils 
who receive them, while they remain under our care ; and 
are taken with them, as tokens of Mr, Ketchum’s kinduess, 
when they leave school. 


The state of the several School Libraries has long oc- 
casioned me no little anxiety. On June;7th, I submitted 
to the Board a special report concerning them, a copy of 
which is inserted in this report, under the heading “Special 
matters worthy of record.” 
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I—SUMMARY OF SCHOOLS, SCHOOL DAYS, 
TEACHERS, AND ATTENDANCE AND COST 
OF PUPILS, FOR THE YEAR 1865. 


The following summary shows the number of Schools, 
of days during which the Schools were open, of Teachers, 
and of Pupils in attendance ; together with the entire cost 
of the schools for the year, and the cost per pupil. 


1. Nuweer or Scxoors. 


The number of Schools was nine, (9,) namely, the Palace- 
street, George-street, Park, Victoria-street, Louisa-street, 
Centre-street, John-street, Phoobe-street, and Givins’- 
street School ; each of which has a separate Male and 
Female Department. 


2. Numer or Scuoon Days. 


During the six months, ending June 30th 

During the six months, ending December 
31st, in which the Summer holidays 
were included = = 


Total - - 


3. Nusper or TEACHERS. 


There have been employed by the Board during the 
year : 


Head Masters 
Male Assistant 
Head Mistresses 
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Senior Female Assistants - 
Junior Female Assistants - 


Total = - - 2 


N.B.—Ten Female Teachers have also been ocea 
employed, on account of the sickness of any of the regular 
Teachers, 


For particulars, see Appendix I. (Table A.) 
4, Nomper or Portis. 


The aggregate number of pupils entered on the Registers 
of the several Schools, during the year, was, 
Maes  - = = = + 2098 
Females - - - - - 2728 


Tota, - -  - 5726 
Increase, as compared with 1864,—176. 
N.B.—For particulars, see Appendix I, (Table B.) 
Of these there attended as follows, viz. : 


Less than 20 days, 
From 20to 50 “ 
“50 to 100 “ 
100 to 150“ 
 150t0200 * 
20010225"  - 


Total, - - 


N.B—For analysis, see Appendix I. (Table C.) 
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The following is the number of pupils who were trans- 
ferred to any school from any other of the City Schools, 
during the year 1865, and whose names appear on the 
register of more than one school : 


Palace Street — - 

George 

The Park ll 
Victoria Street 

Louisa“ 38 
Centre “ 2 15 
John or 8 
Phebe ‘“ 9 
Givins’ “ 12 


Totals, 189 li 


The average registered monthly attendance was, 


Males, e 173075 
Females,  - 151749 


Total, 324855 


Increase, as compared with 1864,—126r%. 


N.B.—For particulars, see Appendix I. (Table D.) 





4 
‘The average of average monthly attendance was, 


Males, 13414) 
Females, 11253 


Total, - 246705 
Increase, as compared with 1864,—68;;. 


N.B.—For particulars, see Appendix I. (Tables D. and 
B) 


The average daily attendance ¥ 
Males, a ol 122631 
Females, -  -  - 10252% 

Total, 226148 

Decrease, as compared with 1864,—149. 

The average attendance of pupils were 


Males, - - - - 
Females, - - - - 


Total, - 


Tnerease, as compared with 1864,—59. 


‘The average half-day absences were, 


Males, Bl ay a 
Females, - -  - 


Total, 


Increase, as compared with 1864,—8. 





wb 
The average late attendances were. 


Males, a es 166395 
Females, #8 156H8 


Total, - - 823498 


Increase, as compared with 1864,—15, 


The smallest attendance, on any one day, in the several 
Schools, during the year 1865, was, 


MALES, 
Palace-street, July 12th, 26 


Louisa 
Centre“ 

Jobn-street, Jan. 4th, 
Phoebe “ July 12th, 
Givins’ “ Jan. 5th, 


Smallest attendance in 1864, 770 


In seven of the Schools the smallest attendance was on 
the 12th of July ; in one, on January 4th, the day on 
which the Schools were re-opened, after the Winter holi- 
days ; and in one, on January 5th. 


The largest attendance at the several Schools in the 
year 1865, was, 

MALES, FEMALES. TorAL. 
Palace-street, April 12th, 115 92-207 
George “ May Ist, 229 184413 
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The Park, — March 29th, 
Victoria-street, May 15th, 
Louisa “May 15th, 
Centre “ May 8rd, 

John “April 3rd, 

Phebe “ June 12th, 
Givins’ “ Sept. 18th, 


Largest attendance in 1864, 1464 


The largest attendance at the several Schools ranged 
from Mi 29th to September 13th, and occurred in one 
instance in March ; in two instances in April ; in four in 
May ; in one in June, and in one in September. 


5. Cost or tHE Scwoors. 


Regarding the total cost of the Schools for the year 
as $26,448.80, then the cost per pupil, calculated 
as per aggregate number of pupils registered, 
1, = Fs SS ee RET 
As per average registered monthly attendance, 
Masse 1 
‘As per average daily attendance, was = 7 


Should we, however, deduct from the gross estimate, the 
annual interest on sites, buildings, and furniture, namely, 
$5,356.80, then the difference, $21,092.00, will represent 
the net cost of the Schools for the year 1865, which will be 
only $9.87 per pupil, in average daily attendance. 


N.B—See also Appendix I. (Table H.) 
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II. SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION. 


Subjects of instruction, and number of Pupils engaged 
at some time during the year in the study of each : 


In Reading, namely, 
First National Reader 
Second . 

Third = 
Fourth : 
Fifth : 


In Arithmetic, 
English Grammar, 
General Geography, 
Canadian Geography, 
History, 
Writing, (not including 
Book-keeping, 
Mensuration, 
Algebra, 
Geometry, 
Natural Philosophy. 
Vocal Music, - 
Linear Drawing, - 
Needlework, (Girls) 


For particulars, see Appendix I. (Table F.) 
Il. SCHOOL BOOKS IN USE. 


The books used have been the National Readers ; 
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Sullivan's Spelling Book Superseded ; Sangster’s Elemen- 
tary Arithmetic ; Lennie’s English Grammar ; Sullivan’s 
Introduction to Geography ; Campbell's School Geography 
and Atlas ; Edwards’ Summary of English History ; The 
National Book-keeping; ‘The National Mensuration ; 
Colenso’s Algebra ; and various editions of Euclid’s 
Elements. 


All the Schools are amply provided with Blackboards 
and Maps. 
IV. SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 
‘The number of volumes in the School Libraries, at this 
date, is— 


Male Departments 1345 
Female Departments 668 


Total, - - - 2013 


The number of volumes taken out during the year, was, 


Male Departments - : - 8177 
Female Departments - - - 1193 


Total, 7 - - 4370 


For particulars, see Appendix I. (Table G.) 


V. LECTURES. 


‘The Annual Lecture, required by law, was delivered by 
the Local Superintendent, in each of the six large School- 
houses and in the Palace-street School-house, during the 
latter part of October and the earlier part of November. 
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‘The subject was “ Our City Schools ; with remarks on 
certain recently published mis-statements concerning 
them.” The attendance was better than usual, and the 
Lecture was favourably received. 


VI. EXAMINATIONS. 


‘The three usual Examinations were held in the course 
of the year, namely, the Combined Examination of pupils 
selected from each Division of each Department of the 
several Schools, and the Summerand Winter Examinations 
of all the Schools. 


1, THE COMBINED EXAMINATIONS. 


This Examination took place, by order of the Board (on 
the recommendation of the Committee on School Manage- 
ment,) at the Victoria-street School-honse, on Monday, the 
17th of July. The examiners were the Rev. Wm. Gregg, 
M.A., and the Rev, A. Wickson, LL.D., Head Master of 
the Toronto Grammar School. As on former similar 
occasions, the pupils examined were three individuals from 
each division of each department, male and female, of the 
several schools, selected by their respective teachers for 
their general proficiency combined with uniformly good 
conduct, and approved by the Local Superintendent. They 
were classed, for the purpose of examination, according to 
the Divisions to which they belonged in their several 
schools, as First (or Junior,) Second (or Intermediate,) 
and Third (or Senior.) There was an exception to this 
arrangement, in the case of the Female Departments of the 
Park and John-street Schools, each of which consists of 
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but two Divisions, (Senior and Junior,) the pupils of the 
Senior Divisions of which were, therefore, examined as 
against each other in Third (or Senior) Division work. 


There was another exception, in the case of the Palace- 
street and Givins’-street Schools, which also have only 
two Divisions each (Senior and Junior) in either Depart- 
ment, but the pupils of the Senior Divisions of these Schools 
were not only examined as against each other, but also as 
against the senior pupils of the larger Schools. 


The Examination was partly oral, and in part was con- 
ducted by means of printed questions, copies of which will 
be found in Appendix IL. (.) 


For list of pupils arranged in order of merit, who, on 
the recommendation of the Examiners, received Scholar- 
ships, Prizes, or Certificates, see Appendix IL (B.) 


‘As recommended by the Committee on School Manage- 
ment, it was ordered by the Board, that a Public Meeting 
for the distribution of Scholarships, Prizes, and Certificates 
of Honour, recommended by the Examiners, be held in the 
St. Lawrence Hall, on the evening of Friday, July 28th, 
the arrangements for which should be similar to those of 
former years. The Mayor of the City, was, as usual, 
invited to preside and to distribute the honours to the 
successful candidates. His worship however, being un- 
avoidably absent from the City, his place was occupied by 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, the Hon. John 
McMurrich. 
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The Common Council of ihe City having made a grant 
for the year inaid of the County Grammar School, the 
Mayor, on behalf of the Common Council, was pleased to 
accept, as beneficiaries of the City, seven of the Senior 
pupils of the City Schools, who were recommended by the 
Examiners forsuch special distinction, and were nominated 
accordingly by the Board of School Trustees. 


The following is a copy of the report of the meeting, as 
furnished by the Globe newspaper of Saturday, July 29th, 
which includes the Report of the Examiners at the 
Combined Examination. A copy is appended of the Report 
of Dr. Wickson, Rector of the Grammar School, on the 
conduct and progress of the boys under his charge who had 
previously been recipients of City Scholarships. 


THE CITY SCHOOLS. 


ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING. 


A Public Meeting for the purpose of reading the Report 
of the Examiners, and for the distribution of Scholarships 
and other Prizes, to the several pupils entitled to receive 
them, took place last evening in the St. Lawrence Hall. 
Upon the platform were the Hon. Mr. McMurrich, Rey. 


Dr. Ryerson, Rev. Dr. Fuller, Rev. Dr. Willis, Rey. Dr. 
c 





22 


Wickson, Rev. Mr. Porter, Rev. Mr. Frazer, from England, 
and Messrs, C. W. Cooper, G. A. Barber, ©. R. Brooke, 
W. and R. Armstrong, J. Greenlees, and A. Jardine. 


Hon. Mr. McMvrricu, was chosen to preside. In taking 
the position, he remarked that he very much regretted the 
absence of the Mayor from the city, whose duty and plea- 
sure it would otherwise have been to preside upon the 
occasion. For his own part, he was happy to be able to 
congratulate the citizens of Toronto upcn the noble Com- 
mon Schools which they possessed. (Applause.) They 
had reason to be proud of them, and thankful for them. 
Those who were best acquainted with their operation knew 
how to appreciate the great and noble work which they 
were performing for the people, and for the youth attending 
them. The commonschoolsin Toronto numbered nineinall. 
Three of them were very large, handsome buildings, well 
ventilated, and the comfort and covenience of the pupils in 
every way provided for. In the Ward of St. John they 
had been obliged to resort to the use of an additional 
building to relieve the over-crowded state of Louisa-street 
School, and he believed that if they had another school 
house in that populous quarter of the city, double the 
number would be in attendance that there was at present. 
The number of children attending the common schools of 
Toronto was in the aggregate, 5,550. The monthly register 
of attendance showed 3,121, and the average daily attend- 
ance was 2,400. That did not seem a large number com- 
pared with the population of the city, but it must be re- 
membered, he said, that a large number of children were 
attending the Roman Catholic Separate Schools, besides 
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the numerous private schools that existed in almost every 
portion of the city. The total cost of the schools for the 
past year had been $26,187. The cost per pupil, taking 
the aggregate number, had been $4.70 ; taking the average 
monthly attendance: 39, and taking the average daily 
attendance $10.91. The average monthly attendance was 
the correct basis to take, which gave $8.39 as the cost of 
educating each scholar for twelve months, Dedueting, 
however, the appropriation towards the interest and sinking 
fund for the cost of the buildings, and the $3,000 received 
from Government, and they had $17,720 left as the total 
cost of the year’s education to the city. Every effort was 
being made by the Board of ‘Trustees for reducing the 
expenses still further, if that could be done without inter- 
fering with the efficiency of the Schools. He should, for 
himself, like to see an improvement in one direction, and 
that was in relation to educating the poor neglected ones 
who were daily found upon the streets instead of in the 
school-room. He was not sure that if they could have the 
power granted them of compelling that class of children to 
attend school, it would answer to enforce that power, 
because he thought it might drive an equal number out of 
the schools. He thought it would be advisable to have a 
combination of the free and rate-bill systems—a, rate-bill 
for those who preferred paying it for the sake of having 
superior schools, and free schools for the poor ragged ones. 
He was himself as much as anybody opposed to the com- 
mon school system before it became the law of the land, 
but as the people preferred it, he had made up his mind to 
take hold of it, and try to make it as useful as possible. 
He did not approve of any agitation for a rate-bill in 





opposition to the present free school system, but thought they 
might be combined together to much advantage in Toronto. 
Some years ago it was thought by leading educational men 
of Toronto, that it would be advantageous to have the gram- 
mar andcommon schools more nearly related to each other. 
‘The grammar school, he said, was one of the four grammar 
schools first established, and which were, for a long period, 
the only ones in the Province. It received its support, at 
present, from four different sources-~from the Government, 
from the County Council, from the City Corporation, and 
from school fees. With a view of giving the Corporation 
agreater interest in the institution, the plan of giving 
scholarships in it as premiums to thecommonschool scholars, 
had beenadopted. Atfirst, fourteen scholarships weregrant- 
ed, each for one year, but subsequently, in 1860, the number 
was reduced to seven each year, and the time covered by 
the scholarship extended to two years, These handsome 
prizes had stirred up both pupils and teachers, as was 
evident from the great progress making in the schools 
from year to year. The Rector of the school had given a 
very complimentary account of the manner in which those 
pupils behaved themselves in that school, and in some in- 
stances, where it was thought to be deserved, the time had 
een extended over the two years. In concluding, he 
asked the Secretary of the Board, Mr. Barber, to read to 
the meeting, first the report of the Rector with regard to 
the conduct of the boys sent last year, and then the report 
of the Examiners of the City Schools. (Applause.) 


Mr. Barber, before proceeding with the reports, re- 
marked, that he had sent out invitations to 125 prominent 
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citizens, clergymen, and others, soliciting their attendance 
upon the platform, and had to regret that other official 
duties, or absence from town, had prevented so many of 
them from attending. He then read Rev. Dr. Wickson’s 
report in reference to the city boys of the Grammar School, 
which spoke of their conduct, industry, and progress in 
flattering terms. He next read the report of the examiners 
as follows :— 


REPORT OF EXAMINERS AT THE COMBINED 
EXAMINATION OF TORONTO COMMON 
SCHOOLS. 


The examiners beg to report, that they have examined 


182 pupils selected from the different schools. ‘The result 
of the examination they now submit. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


From this division fifty-four pupils presented themselves 
for examination. Of these, twelve came from Palace and 
Gi reet Schools, in which there are only two 
divisions, taught by two teachers. These where examined 
against each other. The pupils from Palace-street excelled 
in arithmetic. Those from Givins’-street in reading and 
spelling, Neither did wellin geography. ‘The examiners 
recommended prizes and certificates of honour to be given 
to the followin, 

Prizes—l. Jannet Henderson, Givins’-street, 2 Skane 
Low, Palace Street ; Ana Wright, Givins’-street ; Arthur 
Boyd, Givins’-street. 
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Crrtiricarrs—3. Inez McLaughlin, Palace-street ; 
Emma Lane, Palace-street. 


The remaining forty-two pupils came in equal numbers 
from George, Park, Victoria, Louisa, Centre, John and 
Phosbe-streets, and were examined orally, like the pre- 
ceding, in reading, spelling, arithmetic, and geography. 


The reading generally was very fair; that in George, 
Louisa and Victoria, the best. The spelling was very 
good ; that in Centre, Phosbe and George-streets, the best. 
Arithmetic was scarcely so good ; Victoria and Centre 
streets, the best: Geography but middling ; George-street, 
the best. 


In this department the examiners recommended that 
prizes and certificates of honour be given to the following -— 


Prizes—1. Henrietta Lavallie, George-strect, 2, John 
Townson, George-street ; Matilda McLean, George-street. 
3, Emma Farragher, George-street ; John Whiteside, 
Victoria-street. 4, Thomas Greer, Park School; Helen 
Paton, Victoria-street. 5, Henry Bright, Park School ; 
John Salter, Centre-street ; Catharine Robinson, Phoebe- 
street. 


Certiricatrs—6, William Benson, Gecrge-street ; James 
Thomson, Lot street ; Margaret Ross, Centre-street. 7, 


Sarah E. Love, Victoriz-street ; William Loudon, Centre- 
street ; John Cudhie, Phoebe-street. 
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SECOND OR INTERMEDIATE DIVISIONS. 


Of this division, 30 pupils were examined as competitors 
in reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geogra- 
phy and history. 


The reading was generally very good Louisa and Phosbe- 
streets, the best. Spelling was generally good, George- 
street and the Park, the best. ‘The writing was very good, 
the Park, Victoria, Louisa and George-streets, the best. 
In arithmetic, there were great varieties, the Park and 
Victoria, the best. The grammar was but middling, 
George and Victoria, the best. Geography was very good, 
the Park, Victoria and George-street, the best. History 
good, the Park, Victoria and Louisa the best. 


The examiners recommended that prizes and certificates 
of honour be given to the following :— 


Prizes—1, Henry Davis, Park-street. 2, William 
Monro, Victoria-street. 3, Frederick Wood, Park School. 
4, John H. Day, George-street. 5, Joseph Dawson, 
Victoria-street. 6, Thomas M. Smith, George-street. 7, 


Georgina Winsor, Victoria. 


Carriricares—8, W. P. Elliott, Louisa-street. 9, Lyman 
Miller, George-street, and A. F, Middleton, Lonisa-street, 
10. Rowland Carter, Louisa-street. 11, Bessie Cline, 
George-street, and Jemima Robertson, Victoria School. 


Of the second division, six pupils from the Park and 
John-street were competitors. 
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They generally did well in all the branches except 
arithmetic, grammar, definitions and derivations, The 
Park excelled in writing, spelling and history ; John street 
in reading and geography. 


The examiners recommended prizes and certificates to 
the following :-- 


Prwes—1, Sarah Hawthorn, the Park School. 2, 
Elizabeth Ryrie, Park School. 


Crrtiricare.—8, Georgina Morris, John-street. 


It was arranged that six pupils from this division of the 
Palace-street School should be examined against an equal 
number from Ctivins’-street. ‘The latter pupils were found 
to be fully equal to the senior pupils from the other schools, 
The Palace-strect pupils were therefore left to be examined 
by themselves, They did well in reading, writing and 
spelling, but not so well in the other branches. 


The examiners recommended prizes to be given to the 
following — 


Pruves.—l, John Treloar, Palace-street. 2, W.S. Gill, 
Palace street. 


THIRD OR SENIOR DIVISION. 


‘The subjects of examination in this division were reading, 
writing, spelling, definitions and derivations, arithmetic, 
grammar, geography, history, mensuration, algebra, and 
geometry. The senior pupils of Givins’-street School, in 
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which there are only two divisions, were sent to be 
examined as against those of the Palace-street School, 
similarly situated, but having, notwithstanding supposed 
disadvantages, acquitted themselves not less creditably 
than any other school, are classed with the rest. 


The reading in most of the schools was very fair—that 
in George, Victoria, and Louisa, the best. Jennie Spink, 
of George-street, was the best reader. ‘The writing was 
very good—that in Victoria and Phoebe, the best. The 
best specimens were those of James Matthew, Givins’- 
street ; James F. Marshall, George-street ; and James 
Rogers, Phoebe-street. Spelling was remarkably good— 
Givins’-street and the Park, the best. With few exceptions, 
the answers in definitions and derivations were not very 
good. Inarithmetic there were at varieties—Louisa 
and Georgs-streets, the best. Grammargenerally not very 
good—Gecrge-street and Victoria, the best. Geography 
was fair—Civins’-street, George, and Louisa, the best. 
History was very fair—Louisa, Givins’, and the Park, the 
best. 


In the depxrtments of mensuration, algebra, and geome- 
try, the girls vere not expected to answer. Some of them 
however, wrot good papers on Algebra. The papers of 
the boys in meisuration were not good. Many in algebra, 
were excellent~George-street and Givins’-street, the best. 
James Wardlaw of George-street, and James F. Mitchell, 
of the Park, didall the questions. In geometry, also, 
many did very wll—Givins’-sireet and the Park, the best. 
James F, Mitchel, of the Park, and William H. Dean, 
and John G. Keler, both of Givins'-street, did all the 
propositions. 
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It was remarked in last year’s report, that on the whole 
the answering of the girls, in the departments in which they 
were examined, was decidedly superior to that of the boys. 
This year, the boys and girls have answered about equally 
well, William H. Dean, of Givins’-street. obtained the 
greatest number of marks of all the pupils. 


In this Division the Examiners recommend that Seholar- 
ships, Prizes, and Certificates of honour, be offered to the 
following :-— 


Scnorarspres.—(Boys.)—1, William H. Dean. Givins’- 
street. 2, John G. Keeler, Givins’-street. 3, David 
Elder, George-street. 4, James F. Marshall George- 
street. 5, James, Mitchell, the Park. 6, James Matthew, 
Givins’-street. 7, James Wardlaw, George-stieet. 


Cerrtrtcares or Hovour. (Boys.)-8, Frederick Manly, 
Victoria-street. 9, John H. Curran, the Park. 10, 
William Lovell, Louisa-street. 


Nore.—The Examiners have learned that ‘amesMatthew 
would prefer a prize to a scholarship. Shaild he continue 
in this purpose, the Examiners recommend that a prize be 
given to him, and that a scholarship, insted of a prize, be 
offered to Frederick Manley, whose ansvering was very 
creditable. 


Prizes—1, Maria Jones, Pherbe-stree: 2, Jennie Spink, 
George-street. 3, Christina Kenney, Lonisa-street. 4, 
Margaret Matthew, Giv . 5, Elin Harney, Louisa- 


street. 6, Henrietta Williams, Victoriastreet. 7, Susanna 
E. Foster, Louisa-street. 
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Cerniricates—8, Mary Maugham, Victoria-street. 9, 
Angusta Roddy, George-street. 


‘The Examiners have to observe, in conclusion, that there 
seems to be a general improvement in the answering of 
the pupils, especially on the part of the boys. 


As on previous occasions, they derived valuable 
assistance from the Rev. James Porter, the Local Super- 
intendent. 


WILLIAM GREGG, A.M. i cust 
ARTHUR WIUKSON, LL.D., § “*amners. 


Toronto, July 19, 1865. 


The report was received with applause, and the distri- 
bution of the scholarships, prizes, and honour cards was 
then proceeded with, the pupils being called upon the 
platform in groups, according to the reward to be given. 
In presenting them the chairman addressed to the recipients 
appropriate remarks, calculated to urge them on to still 
greater attainments and honours in their studies and through 
life. It was a most pleasing sight to a disinterested beholder, 
and one highly gratifying to the parents and friends of the 
girls and boys, to see them come forward to the platform, 
one by one, as their names were called, in full view of the 
whole assembly, to receive their prizes, and march off with 
them to their seats amid the applause of the audience. 
The books distributed were all got up in most handsome 
style, and many of their recipients exhibited the value they 
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attached to them by taking them at once to their friends in 
the audience for examination. On the girls side of the 
hall, one of the most valuable prizes was carried off by a 
young lady of African descent ; and on the other side, a 
little boy from the Protestant Orphan’s Home, occupied an 
honourable place amoug the prize takers. The interesting 
ceremony concluded, the chairman introduced 


Rev, Dr. Wituis, Principal of Knox’s College, who 
expressed himself as having been so much gratified and 
interested with the proceedings that he had almost forgotten 
his purpose of remaining only three-quarters of an hour, 
in order to be present at another meeting, and was there 
still. It was one of the most pleasant evenings, to him, 
that he ever spent in the city. Three or four classes of 
people, at least, had been made happy by the proceedings 
of the evening. There were, in the first place, the young 
people, whose happiness no one could doubt. Secondly, 
their parents and friends ; thirdly their teachers, and fourth- 
ly, all others connected with the common school system of 
education in an official manner in the city, such as the 
Chairman, the Superintendent of Education, the Local 
Superintendent, the School Trustees, &c. He had himself 
attended some of the examinations, and had been gratified 
with the attention paid to orthography. When he first 
came to Canada, he was very much struck with the want 
of proper education in orthography. It was a great bless- 
ing to be able to read God’s Word, and he trusted the 
children would not fail to read that book often, and seek 
to turn the information they had acquired to good purpose, 
in-endeavouring to leave the world better than they found 
it. It had been charged that many pupils of the common 
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schools had turned out badly, but he thought that in every 
case that would be found the exception, and not the rule. 
(Applause ) 

Rey. Dr. Ryerson, was next called upon, and said he 
was sorry that so many who would have taken pleasure in 
being present, had been prevented from attending. The 
chairman remarked that besides the common schools there 
were numerous private schools, to which he would add, 
that there was the Grammar School and the Upper Canada 
College, and the Model School, ali of which took part in 
educating the youths of Toronto. He called attention to 
the fact, that it was competent for the people of every 
locality to determine for themselves whether they would 
have the common school system, or, after adopting it, 
whether they would have a rate-bill school. There was 
one town in Canada that has never adopted the common 
school system, and it now desired to adopt it, but through 
some provision of its Act of Incorporation, it could not do 
so without a special act. Almost everything in reference 
to education was in the hands of the people, no application 
to the Government being necessary. As to prizes, he 
took pleasure in saying that during the past two months, 
upwards of twenty townships had sent sums of from $5 to 
$20 to him for prizes, to be distributed at competition 
examinations of the children of the whole township, and he 
was happy to see that the same principle was being adopted 
in some counties He congratulated the city of Toronto 
that they had adopted the plan, and found it work so well, 
of appealing to the love of approbation of the children—a 
principle lying deep within the human constitution, and 
acted upon in all the colleges, in military life, and in all 
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well regulated families. It was to be remembered, that 
these prizes were given for general progress in all the 
branches of education, and not for what was called mere 
book reading. Every competitor had to be diligent, 
punctual, and of good general character. It wasalso worthy 
of remark, that these principles applied equally to all classes 
of people, high or low, rich or poor. It was the same feel- 
ing that led the soldiers of England to scale the heights of 
Alma, that was appealed to in the granting of those prizes. 
The more this feeling was appealed to, awakened and 
properly directed, the more would society be elevated to 
what it ought to be. It had helped materially in raising 
the standard of general education in Canada, under the 
common school system. Canada was much in advance of 
the mother country in her school system. All that could 
be done in England was through denominational channels. 
He was thinking that if every corporation in England, were 
to contrive to afford encouragement to the educational 
interests of England, such an improvement in edi 

the masses could soon be madeas had been made in Canada. 
Within the past few months he had sent out not less than 
18.000 volumes, to be distributed as prizes throughout the 
country schools of Canada. He hoped that they would all 
try to adopt the principle of not depending on mere book 
learning, but educating the whole mind, and leading the 
pupils to think. In conclusion, he would say that they 
had on the platform a gentleman, the Rey. Mr, Fraser, who 
was deputed by the English Government to visit Canada 
in the interest of improving middle-class education in 
England, from whom, if he would be kind enough to gratify 
them, he was sure the audience would like to hear. 
(Applause.) 
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Rev. Mr. Fraser said that at the urgent solicitation of 
his friend, Rev. Dr. Ryerson, he had consented to make a 
s. He had been sent to America by a com- 

ion appointed by the Queen, to inquire into and, if 
possible, improve the system of schools for the education 
of the sons and daughters of the middle-classes of England. 
Those schools were at present in a very unsatisfactory 
condition, Some ofthem were Grammar Schools founded 
two hundred years ago, in which very little improvement 
upon old methods had taken place. Another class of 
schools wassupported by joint stock associations, anda third 
were denominated Private Venture schools. He had been 
but a week in Canada, but had spent three months in the 
United States, in different parts, examining the working 
of their school systems. He found his visit here rather 
inopportune, on account of the vacations, and was afraid 
he would only have a month to spend in the Province. 
It was his intention to be present at the Provincial Teach- 
ers’ Association, which commences in this city shortly, and to 
visit as many of the schools through the country as possible. 
He thought the expense of educating the youth of Toronto 
very light, after having come from New York, where it 
was $20 per scholar. Knowing something of the cost of 
other descriptions of schools, he could say that, to him, the 
expense of the common school education seemed very 
light. Again, in measuring the expense of different systems, 
one must remember the old maxim, that there is a sort of 
economy which is penny-wise and pound-foolish, which 
looks after cheese-parings and potato-peelings, and takes 
no notice of great oceans of waste in other parts of the 
establishment. And, in looking at what their schools cost, 
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they should consider also what they saved in policemen, 
gaols, penitentiaries, poor-houses, &c. (Hear, hear.) He 
believed the efficient masters of Loui eet and Victoria- 
street schools, which he had visited yesterday, were worth 
nearly a hundred policemen. Another objection to the 
American and Canadian system, which he had heard before 
coming here was, that it was a godless system, by which 
it was meant that the teaching of religion was excluded 
from those schools. He must say that he, for one, as a 
clergyman of the Church of England, did regret that in the 
United States and here, it was not possible to introduce 
something more of direct religious teaching—he did not 
mean sectarian or even doctrinal teaching, but something 
to bring children more under spiritual influences, and to 
make them realize their relations to God their Father, 
Christ their Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit their Sanctifier. 
But the blame for the exclusion of religious teaching must 
not be thrown on the school system—it was the Christian 
communities which could not agree among themselves, 
that must bear the burden and the blame of that. (Hear, 
hear.) it had struck him as a remarkable thing, in looking 
over the report of the Local Superintendent for 1864, 
that even the provisions of the law which allowed a very 
considerable proportion of religious instruction to be given 
in their schools, were rarely complied with. And he was 
told asa fact, that, though every school in this city was 
open to the teaching of ministers of religion for one hour of 
the week, and that one of the school hours, if they chose to 
come and occupy it, there were only two ministers of 
religion in this city who used the opportunity thus placed 
within their reach. He concluded, therefore, that it was 
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not for clergymen, to whom the doors of the schools were 
open but who did not enter them, to turn round and say 
the system was godless and irreligious. (Applause.) Mr. 
Fraser went on to remark, that even the mere cultivation 
of the intellect was favourable to religion rather than other- 
wise, and that if religious differences did not allow much 
religious teaching to be given in the common school, the 
cultivation which the intellect of the child received in the 
day school made it more fit for profiting by the instructions 
of the Sabbath School teacher, and the ministrations of the 
pulpit. He proceeded to express his high opinion of the 
excellence of the Canadian educational 

some parts of which he thought might be transferred with 
advantage to the mother country, and concluded with some 
eulogistic remarks on the energy and ability which had 
been displayed by the Chief Superintendent in bringing it 
to its present state of completeness. He resumed his seat 
amid loud cheers. 


Ray. Dr. Fou bei ext called upon, addressed the 
meeting briefly. He said he had entered the hall during 
that portion of the chairman’s speech, in which he said the 
school system had not as yet succeeded in reaching the 
lowest class of the community. Some years ago, when 
visiting the Penetanguishene Reformatory, he (Dr. F.) was 
struck by the fact, of which he was there informed, that, 
out of 92 inmates of that institution, 72 professed to be 
Protestants, although he knew the country well enough to 
know that the majority of the class from which offenders of 
that kind generally came, were not Protestants but Roman 


Catholics. He felt, therefore, that there must be a 
D 
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deficiencysomewhere in our system, in so far as it did not 
reach the lowest class of the community, and he quite 
agreed with the remarks of the chairman on that point. 
The Rey. Dr. went on to address some words of encourage 
ment to the children, showing that the highest positions in 
the land were open to industry, ability and merit, and might 
be won by the poorest boys now before him, and was warm- 
ly applauded as he resumed his seat. 


The Camracan said he had received no other names of 
speakers, but if any other gentleman wished to address the 
meeting, he would now have an opportunity. 


Rey. Dr. Ryerson availed himself of this opportunity 
to allude to a point which he had previously omitted. He 


urged the importance of having, ina city like Toronto, a 
High School, in which the common school education might 
be carried to its highest perfection. He thought, for that 
purpose, one of the Ward Schools might be selected, to 
which pupils might be drafted from the other schools, and 
carried to a much higher stage of advancement than could 
be attained in the ordinary common schools. 


Mr. C. W. Cooper, barrister, next availed himself of 
the chairman’s invitation, He spoke of the pleasure it had 
given him to witness the interesting proceedings of the 
evening, and said he had listened with especial interest to 
the remarks of the Rev. gentleman, from England. He 
particularized some points in that gentleman’s speech, 
which were very suggestive of matter for reflection, par- 
ticularly his observations on religious teaching, which, he 
thought, supplied an effective answer to the position which 
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had been taken by ecclesiastical bodies on the system of 
Separate Schools. 


Mr. R. Anusrrove, one of the School Trustees, also 
spoke briefly. He claimed for the Board, that they had 
attended well to the educational interests of the community, 
and that they had kept down the expenses as much as 
possible. 


The benediction was then pronounced, by Rev. Dr. 
Fuller, and the meeting separated, 


REPORT OF REV. DR. WICKSON. 


Toronto Grammar Scuoor, 
Tuly 19, 1865. 


To the Trustees of the Public Schools of the City of Toronto : 


Gunriewen,—-I beg leave, in accordance with established 
usage, to present the following report of those boys formerly 
pupils in the public schools, who during the past year at- 
tendedsthisinstitution, Of those to whom sholarships were 
awarded at the examination in 1863 and in 1864, the 
whole number, with the exception of two, viz : John Brown 
and James Boomer, were present during the session, and ~ 
in addition to these, Alfred Baker and W. Coulter, scholars 
of previous years, who were kindly permitted by the 
trustees of this school to continue their studies with the 
same privilege as before the expiration of their term, 
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Iam happy to be able to refer to these boys in terms of 
commendation, Several of them maintained the fSremost 
rank in their several classes during the year, and highly 
distinguished themselves at the examination, by carrying 
off a goodly share of the prizes and honours. 


Their conduct has for the most part been very satisfactory. 


T have the honor to remain, 


‘Your most obedient, 


ARTHUR WICKSON, LL.D. 


2. THE USUAL SUMMER EXAMINATION. 


The usual Summer Public Examination of all the City 
Schools, was held on ‘Thursday, the 27th of July, as ordered 
by the Board. The attendance of visitors was small in the 
morning, but large in the afternoon, At the close of the 
Examinations, the Local Trustees distributed to male 
pupils 122, and to female pupils 122, total 244 Certificates 
of Honour, for regularity and punctuality of attendance, 
combined with uniformly good conduct, throughout the 
Session, which began on Wednesday, January 4th, and 
ended on the day of the Examination. 


A summary of the Certificates distributed in the several 
schools will be found in Appendix IL. (C.) 
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3. THE USUAL WINTER EXAMINATION. 


The Winter Public Examination of the Civins’-street 
School, as ordered by the Board, took place on Thursday, 
Dee. 21st, and that of all the other City Schools on 
Friday, Dec, 22nd. There were distributed in the several 
Schools 460 Certificates of Honour, namely, 214 in the 
male departments, ,and 246 in the female departments, 
for regularity and punctuality of attendance combined 
with uniformly good conduct, throughout the Session, 
which began on Monday, September 4th, and ended on 
the day of the Examination, The attendance of parents 
and visitors was, as usual, small in the forenoon, but much 
more numerous in the afternoon. 


A summary of the Certificates distributed in the several 
Schools will be found in Appendix II. (D.) 


It will be remembered that the Term which precedes 
the Winter Examination is of but four months’ duration, 
while that which precedes the Summer Examination lasts 
for seven months, including the coldest and warmest 
school months in the year. It is evident, therefore, that 
the test of regularity and punctuality of attendance is 
much more severe in the longer term than in the shorter ; 
and hence arises the fact that the Certificates of Honour 
distributed after the Examinations, are much more nume- 
rous in the winter than in the summer. 
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VII. SPECIAL MATTERS WORTHY OF RECORD. 
1, PURCHASE OF LOTS ON ELIZABETH AND SAYER-STREE’ 


On February 15th, Mr. Jardine, seconded by Mr. 
Greenlees, moved as follows: ‘“ Resolved, That the Stand- 
ing Committee on Sites and Buildings be authorized by 
the Board to complete the arrangements, for the purchase 
for school purposes, of the four lots on Elizabeth and Sayer. 
streets, Ward of St. Jobn, on the terms offered to this 
Board last year,” which resolution, having passed the 
Board, has been duly carried into effect. 


2. ONE ATTENDANCE AT SABBATH SCHOOL PIC NIC 
rlONED, 


On March 1st, pursuant to notice, Mr. Jardine, seconded 
by Mr. Greenlees, moved, and it was resolved by the 
Board, That the children attending the several Public 
Schools of this City be allowed one day in each year to 
attend Sabbath School Pic Nic parties, in connection with 
the Churches to. which they respectively belong, without 
being counted absent on that da 


8. REPORT OF VISITATION OF STANDING COMMITTEE OF 
SCHOOL MANAGEMENT. 


REPORT No. 5. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of School 
Trustees. 


The Standing Committee on School Management, having 
recently completed a second Inspection of the several 
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Schools under the control of the Board, beg to report as 
follows, viz -— 


First, General Report. 


The Public Schools of this City were established in 
1844 ; and have consequently been in operation 21 years. 
During this period no official general inspection has been 
made by the various Boards, until last year. ‘This has 
doubtless had a depressing effect upon Teachers, many of 
whom have laboured to the very best of their ability, and 
with a conscientious zeal which deserves the commenda- 
tion of the Board and of the public, in whose service some 
have spent the best portion of the s. The Schools 
have indeed been visited at various times by individual 
members of the Board, who have, for the most part, walked 
through the departments, without coming into direct per- 
sonal contact with the system. They have thus obtained, 
it is true, some slight appreciation of the general excellence 
of the system adopted, but have not had the opportunity 
of actually mastering its details. Efforts have also been 
made, at different times, to create a spirit of emulation, 
and to rouse both Teachers and Pupils to redoubled exer- 
tions, by the establishment of Combined Examinations, in 
which certain Schools are brought into comparison with 
others of the same grade—by the granting of Certificates 
of Honour and Prizes to successful candidates—by the 
founding of Grammar School Scholarships for the boys, 
and the presentation of these distinctions at a public 
meeting. Still, yout Committee deemed that all had not 
been done that was possible to be accomplished ; and, 
therefore, in May, last year, as a preliminary step, they 
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determined to make a combined visitation of the Schools, 
with the view of ascertaining for themselves the actual 
condition of their trust. The result of their observations 
was duly reported to the Board at the time, and subsequent 
action taken thereupon. 


That Visitation was so beneficial to the Schools, and was 
so interesting, as well as instructive, to those who took 
part in it, that your Committee deemed it advisable to 
renew their efforts in the same direction. ‘The first Visi- 
tation occupied three entire days, and was confined to the 
Senior Divisions : but the Visitation just concluded has 
occupied five entire days ; it has embraced every division 
in each School, and has been conducted with more definite 
objects in view, as well as with greater care and preparation 


There are altogether 9 Schools under this Board ; and 
the Committee found, in actual attendance, 2,708 pupils 
(an average of 300 to each building), who are classified 
into three divisions—Primary, Intermediate, and Senior. 


Girls, ‘Total, 
The Primary Divisions number. 574 1256 
Tntermediate sid . 342 766 
Senior an * eis: 296 678 


They are taught by 40 Teachers, viz, 14 Primary, 10 
Intermediate, and 16 Senior. 


Pupils. 
The Primary Divisions average to each Teacher. . 90 
Intermediate do. do. do. 
Senior do. do, do. 
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Each of these Divisions is again sub-divided into classes, 
according to attainment, viz: 


The Primary, generally into 5, 6 or 7 classes. 
Intermediate “- “ 2or3  « 
Senior “ “Bor Be 


It will be observed that the Primary and Intermediate 
Divisions comprise about three-fourths of the whole number 
of Pupils ; and the efficiency of the Senior Divisions very 
greatly depends upon the training given in the lower 
Divisions. Hence your Committee deemed it advisable 
on this occasion to direct their special attention to the 
Primary and Intermediate Divisions ; for if the foundation 
be not well and securely laid, the superstructure cannot 
be substantial. Education may be either mechanical or 
intellectual : the best education has a proper amount of 
both : it should be intellectual from the very beginning, 
then every step the pupil takes will not only become 
easier to him, but will be a constant source of delight. 
But no important lesson should be unaccompanied with 
such an amount of mechanical drill as will enable every 
pupil in each class to master thoroughly every part of 
the subject, in every way in which it can be viewed, 
whether it be in the first Book of Reading, or the highest 
proposition in Geometry. No other education than this 
is suitable for teaching en masse; and that teacher is 
always the most successful who possesses the greatest 
power of patient and unremitting drill. In the study of 
Mathematics this accuracy of drill is, from the very nature 
of the subject, absolutely necessary ; and why should not 
the same principle be applied in teaching the First, Second, 
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or Third Books of Reading? Unfortunately, however, it 
is seldom put into rigid practice in teaching the purely 
English branches. The teacher, thoroughly understand- 
ing the subject himself, is apt to become wearied with the 
constant drill required, and too apt to think that by keep- 
ing his pupils back till every one in the class has mastered 
the lesson in all its details, parents will complain of the 
slow progress made ; but he should remember that so long 
as he has an intelligent Superintendent, and a Board of 
Trustees, capable of appreciating his efforts, he will be 
entirely and fully sustained. Good teaching con 

in the amount of work gone over, but in the accuracy with 
which every thing is acquired ; and an examination is to 
be valued not by the number of lessons gone through, a 
by the accuracy, readiness and universality of the rep 
These principles were steadily kept in view by the Eee 
mittee in the inspection just now completed : their object 
was, not so much to see the Schools at their every day 
work, as to incite the Teachers of the lower Divisions 
especially, to put these principles more extensively into 
practice—to shew them what the Committce will expect 
in future, and to assure them that their efforts in this 
direction will be properly estimated, and rewarded by 
promotion. 


To accomplish this object your Committee issued a 
programme, ten days before the inspection, in order to 
allow time to the Teachers of the First and Second Divisions 
to create a model for their own future imitation, and as a 
test of their individual ability. Of course the Committee 
are well aware that the classes examined in the lower 
Divisions, having been prepared with more than usual 
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care, exhibited a condition far in advance of the usual 
training given ; but the Committee trust that the Teachers 
will at least aim to introduce the same intellectual system 
as far as possible in every class, being confident they will 
find the time-honoured proverb, “ the more haste the less 
speed,” absolutely and universally true in all matters of 
education. 


The following is the Programme issued by the Committee : 


I. PRIMARY AND INTERMEDIATE DIVISIONS. 


Lesson Ist, Section 2nd, of the Second Book of Reading, 
and Lesson 4th, of the Third Book of Reading, to be treated 
as a Reading and Spelling Exercise, with the meaning of 
the words, and the sense of the subject ; the same lessons 
to be used in each school, in the corresponding classes, so 
that comparison may be instituted. ‘The Examination to 
be conducted by the Teacher, in presence of the Committee, 
as a test of the system, the acquirements of the pupils, and 
the ability of the Teacher. ‘The Examinations in Arithme- 
tic, Grammar, and Geography, will, for the same reasons, 
be conducted by the Teacher. 


IL, SENIOR DIVISIONS. 


A short Exercise in Dictation (not previously selected), 
to be used as a test of Spelling and off-hand Writing ; as 
a Reading Lesson, and a Grammatical and Analytical 
Exercise, with the meanings and roots of words ; General ° 
and Mathematical Geography ; History, from the time of 
Christ to the present time ; Arithmetic, in Fractions, and 
Proportion, simple and compound ; Algebra, as far as 
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Simple Equations ; and the First Book of Euclid’s Geome- 
try. The Examination of this division to be conducted 
by the Committee. The Teachers to have in readiness, 
for Exhibition, the writing books, and any efforts of map- 
ping or drawing the pupils may have made. 


The Primary and Intermediate Divisions were, according 
to the above programme, examined by the Teacher, in 
presence of the Committee, except in one instance, where 
the Teacher was suffering from indisposition ; and the 
Committee have to express their entire and unqualified 
satisfaction with regard to the manner in which the Exer- 
cises were conducted, except in two instances, which will 
be noticed in a special report. Allowances must be made 
for a very natural timidity on the part of some of the 
younger Teachers at being required to examine before 
the Committee ; and, in some instances, on account of the 
recent appointment of the Teacher. The Examinations 
were conducted with calmness and self-possession, espe- 
cially by those Teachers who have for some time been in 
the employment of the Board. ‘The questions were of an 
intellectual character, in some instances they were rapidly 
put, and the replies were, very generally, prompt and 
correct. 


In the Senior Division, the Dictation was fairly done in 
every case, and in some was very excellent—the spelling 
and punctuation being generally correct, the writing good, 
and the matter neatly arranged. In Grammar, the pupils 
every where displayed a very commendable ability in 
analysing and parsing, The Geography was fair generally; 
in some cases good. In History, the period was much too 
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extensive for a detailed examination ; a few general ques- 
tions, however, were put and answered promptly. The 
Arithmetic was well done every where, and in some cases 
with more than usual rapidity and correctness. The 
Geometry in the boys’ department was very satisfactory 
indeed : propositions were indiscriminately selected from 
the First Book of Euclid, and subjected to the severest 
tests, authorities being required and given for every step 
in demonstration, The Writing was in general cleanly, 
and, in one or.two instances, superior. In one instance 
the Committee noticed some mounted maps, the work of 
girls ; and in another instance, an illustration of mapping 
on slates by a large class. These remarks apply to all 
the Senior Divisions except two, for which see Special 
Report. 


Your Committee found the -School Houses in good 
repair, and the furniture well kept. The appearance of 
the pupils was, in all cases, respectable ; so much so, that 
during the whole five days only one boy was observed 
who had a solitary rag, which was probably an accident. 
The Committee observed the crowded state of some of the 
galleries and intermediate divisions, a single female 
Teacher having to instruct from 80 to 130 children—far 
too many for efficiency, unless some more perfect organi- 
zation could be obtained—for when the age and acquire- 
ments of these children are considered, it will be readily 
seen how utterly impossible it is for a single Teacher to 
keep the greater number in the gallery employed, while 
she instructs each class separately, and what a large pro- 
portion of the school hours the great bulk are expected to 
remain quiet without any adequate occupation for their 
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minds. Tho attention of the Committee on Sites and 
Buildings is respectfully invited to the desirability of 
lowering the seats in some of the galleries, so that the 
children when unemployed may be able to rest their feet, 
which wouldadd much to theircomfort as wellastothe order 
of the division, The possibility of employing a corps of 
girls from the senior division, a short time each day as 
monitors, to the lower classes of these divisions, will shortly 
occupy the attention of the Committee. 


The Committee observed that considerable importance 
had been attached by some of the teachers of the Inter- 
mediate divisions to proficiency by their pupils in Roman 
Notation. In the opinion of the Committee thi correct 


only toa very limited extent. They would suggest to these 
teachers that their pupils are not young Romans of the 
second or third century, but Anglo Saxons, living in an 
intensely practical age : and that if some portion of the time 
consumed in teaching minute details of questionable impor- 
tance, were occupied in the more ordinary branches, their 
divisions would be still more efficient. 


The Committee were somewhat surprised to notice so 
very few coloured children attending the schools. Among 
the whole 2708 pupils in attendance ,the Committee observed 
only about a dozen coloured children ; these were however 
remarked for their aptitude, and in some instances were 
found to be foremost in their class. 


As regards the third, orsenior, divisions the Committee 
wonld suggest the propriety of directing attention to the 
superior practical importance of teaching more minutely 
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the history of the last two centuries. Ancient History is 
chiefly useful asa basis, and the most prominent points 
only should be dwelt upon, while the history of the last 
two centuries, especially English History, is interwoven 
with that of the en’ world, and intimately connected 
with events daily crowding upon us ; and the Committee 
recommend that the historic period, for each term, be very 
much limited : 


The Committee observed that a very general uniformity 
of method prevails throughout the Schools ; this they 
consider to be owing, in a great measure, to the indefatigable 
labours of our excellent Superintendent, Rev. Mr. Porter, 
who is himself, as he should be, a model of correctness and 


punctuality in all his engagements. 


In concluding this portion of their report, the Committee 
trust that these general inspections will encourage the 
teachers, and incite the pupils, to redoubled exertions ; and 
that the lively interest now felt by the Committee, will be 
extended to the Board, and through them to the public at 
large,until the value of our Schools shall be fally recognized. 


(Signed) | JOHN BAXTER, 


Chairman of Committee. 


Toronto, 2nd May, 1865. 
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4. REPORT OF MR. BROOKE'S SELECT COMMITTER. 


Report of Select Committee, appointed 19th July 1865. 


The Select Committee appointed by the Board to 
consider, 


1. Whether the attendance at the Common Schools of 
this City, has kept pace with the population, since their 
establishment in 1844 ; 


2. Whether the character of the attendance has or has 
not deteriorated ; 


3. What is the cost per child to the city, under the 
present arrangement, (the same to be stated according to 
the respective existing divisions of Primary, Intermediate 
and Senior ;) 


4, Whether in view of the present depressed state of the 
finances of the city, some change cannot be made in the 
administration of the schools, by which considerable saving 
may be effected, consistent with efficiency ; 


Beg leave respectfully to report as follows : 


That the schools were established in 1844, and were 
conducted on the rate-bill system during the first four 
years, viz., 1844, 5, 6 and 7 ; 1848 and 9, were broken 
Fears, the schools being free, but as they were open only 
six months of each year, they are not taken into accouut in 
this Report. From 1850 the schools have been conducted 
on the free principle. 
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‘That the attendance in proportion to the population under 
the rate-bill system (throwing out of the caleulation the 
Roman Catholies who were known to attend the Schools) 
was as 1 in every 204 of the population; during the first 
five years of the free system, about 1 in evers and 
since that time the average has been about 1 in every 
a slight improvement in numbers since 1856. Tu comparing 
the attendance with: the population, some allowance must 
be made for the fact that the Roman Catholic part of the 
population has increased somewhat more rapidly than the 
Protestant, yet the difference this would make in the 
calculation is comparatively slight. 


Tn this connection the Committee would express some 
surprise that, according to the returns sent in to the 
Education office, the attendance at the Roman Catholic 
Separate Schools should appear to have been so much larger 
in proportion to the population than it has been at the City 
Schools ; they having apparently increased since 1855 
nearly 110 per cent ; while the City Schools have increased 
only about 45 percent. The Committee did not anticipate 
such a result, but this becomes of some importance, inas- 
much as the subdivision of tbe Legislative grant is in pro- 
portion to the relative attendance. 


That, under the rate-bill in 1844, 5, 6 and 7, the Com- 
mittee has reason to believe that there was a greater pro- 
portion of larger and more advanced pupils in attendance 
at the schools, than there has been under the free system ; 
probably not more than three-tenths being pupils cor- 
responding to our present first division, and that there 


appears to have been a gradual change in the character of 
E 





the attendance, by the increase of the Primary divisions, 
which now number about one-half of all in attendance. The 
attendance of girls has also very much increased under the 
free system, the proportion between the sexes being now 
nearly equal. 


That, under the rate-bill system, your Committee has 
reason to believe the attendance was more regular than it 
has been under the free system. The irregularity under 
the latter system has been not less than twenty per cent 
daily ; this is probably owing to the fact that the attendance 
now consists in a greater degree of smaller children and 
girls, who are more frequently prevented from attending 
by the weather and other causes, than were the larger boys, 
and partly perhaps because what is not paid for in a direct 
way is not so highly appreciated. 


That, in considering the cost per pupil according to the 
respective existing divisions, the Committee found no diffi- 
culty in coming to a conclusion so far as the actnal teaching 
is concerned, but as there still remains a balance of expendi- 
ture amounting to $12,500 to be distributed proportionately 
over the different divisions, the Committee found it almost 
impossible to agree upon what should be a true basis for 
the distribution, The cost of the actual teaching in each 
division last year was, per child: Primary, $2.89 ; Inter- 
mediate, $6.08,; Senior, $11.86. To each of these must 
be added a proportion of the current expenditure ; when 
this is done, an approximation to the total cost per child 
would probably be, for the Primary, $5.50 ; Intermediate, 
$11.50 ; Senior, $22. 
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That it appears to your Committee that any proposal 
for improvement should, in view of the above facts, 
contemplate— 


Ist. Some inevease of teaching power in the Primary 
Divisions, if possible without additional expen- 
diture, 


2nd. Some effort to increase the attendance in the 
Senior Divisions, and extend their efficiency, 
and so indirectly diminish the proportionate 
cost per pupil. 


With regard to the first point, the attention of the Board 
was called to the increasing requirements of the Junior 
Divisions by the Committee on School Management, in 
their Report of the last Visitation, in the following words : 
“The Committee observed the crowded state of some of 
the galleries, a single Teacher having to teach from 80 to 
130 children—far too many for efficiency, unless some 
more perfect organization could ve obtained ; for when 
the age and acquirements of these children are considered, 
it will be readily seen how utterly impossible it is for a 
single Teacher to keep the greater number in the gallery 
employed while she instructs each class separately, and 
what a large proportion of the school hours the great bulk 
of these pupils are expected to remain quiet without any 
adequate occupation for their minds,” 


In the present state of the city finances additional outlay 
should, if possible, be avoided ; but some relief must be 
afforded to these divisions in some way. With regard to 
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the second point, (viz., some effort to inerease the attend- 
ance in the Senior Divisions), it occurs to the Committee 
that something may be accomplished by a somewhat dif- 
{erent combination. If, for example, the Senior Divisions 
could be assembled in some building by themselves, or as 
nearly so as circumstances will permit, it appears to your 
Committee. that many advantages would arise from such 
an ‘arrangement, A much better classification would 
become possible ; it would. become easy to introduce still 
higher branches of education, which would give a character 
to such a school as would tend in a great degree to over- 
come some of the prejudices which now (rightly or wrongly) 
exist against the schools as they are now indiscriminately 
assembled ; the attendance would naturally be largely 
increased, and the Common Schools would draw a corres- 
pondingly larger proportion of the Government grant, It 
is also known to your Committee that some of the present 
Teachers are capable of teaching the Classics ; and it 
occurs to the Committtee that their services may be 
utilized in this direction without any increase of expendi- 
ture, and thus provision be made for a higher education 
within the schools themselves. 


In consideration of the foregoing facts, the Committee 
would propose— 


1. That the Senior Pupils of the Louisa-strect, Victoria- 
street and George-street Schools be massed in the 
Victoria-street School-house, to form the nucleus 
ofa Central High School. 
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2, That provision be made in the then vacant rooms in 
the Louisa-street and George-street School-houses 
for the Junior and Intermediate Divisions, now 
assembling in Victoria-street. 


3. That additional branches of higher education be pro- 
vided in this Central High School ; and to enable 
the Board to accomplish this and still effect seme 
reduction {rom the public taxation, 


4, That a small weekly fee of 124 cents per pupil be 
charged on the pupils attending this Central High 
School. 


5. That the product of this fee in the Central High 
School be applied, Ist. To provide the additional 
higher branches aforesaid ; and 2nd. To provide a 
few additional Teachers for the Primary’ Divisions. 


6. That, in‘order to give still further relief to the Primary 
Divisions, the boys and girls of these divisions be 
united, so that one Teacher may be limited to the 
teaching of the First.Book, and another to the 
teaching of the Second Book, which arrangement 
would, in the opinion of your Committee, enable 
the Teachers to adopt the simultaneous system 
more extensively, to the increased benefit of the 
Schools. 


In conclusion, your Committee would remark, that other 
improvements suggest themselves ; but they do not deem 
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it advisable to propose too many changes at once. Subse- 
quent experience will develope the direction of future steps. 


All which is respectfully submitted to the careful con- 
sideration of the Board. 
(Signed) CHAS. R. BROOKE, 


Chairman of Speciat Commitee, 


Toronto, Nov. 15th, 1865. 


5: LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT'S SPECIAL 
REPORT. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Public Schools of the City of Toronto. 


RERORT (No. 15) OF THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT. 


Geyrreme,—At the last meeting of the Board, held on 
the 15th of November, it was resolved—“ That the Local 
Superintendent be requested to communicate officially to 
the Board his views on the several matters contained in 
the Report of the Select Committee, appointed on July 
19th, 1865, now submitted to the Board.” 


In discharging the duty thus devolved upon me, I have 
to notice, 


I. The Chronological summary with which the Report 
begins. 
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IT, The remarks it contains on attendance at the Common 
Schools, and at the Roman Catholic Separate Schools 
of the city. 


IIT. The estimate it supplies of the cost per pupil in atten- 
dance at the Common Schools. 


IV. The suggestions it offers as to certain essentials in any 
proposed improvements. 


‘YV. The particular measures it proposes. 


I. The Chronological Summary with which the Report 
begins. ‘This may be verified by reference to the Histori- 
cal Report, published by the Board in 1859. I find in it 
only one inaccuracy, or rather omission. Tt does not state 
that the Schools were supported, as they were, by a rate- 
pill in 1850; but says, * from 1850 the Schools have been 
conducted on the free principle.” The fact is, that they 
have been so conducted from 1851, inclusive. 


II. The remarks the Report contains on attendance at 
the Common Schools, and at the Roman Catholic Separate 
Schools of this city. 1st. The Report states, “That the 
attendance in proportion to the population under the rate- 
ill system (throwing out of the calculation the Roman 
Catholics, who were known to attend the Schools) was as 
Lin every 203.” This, I find, was the actual proportion 
for 1850, the last rate-bill year. During the first five 
years of the free system, namely, from 1851 to 1855 
inclusive, Ifind that it varied from 1 in 224 to 1 in 284, 
the last year of the five being 1 in 27 ; and the average of 
the five years being 1 in 26%. Since then, however, it has 
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slowly but gradually descended from 1 in 24 in 1856, to 
1 in 193 in 1864, under the free school system, which 
is a larger proportion than that assigned in the Report to 
any rate-bill year ; the most favourable of which, as there 
given, is 1 in 205, in 1850, The average for these nine 
years is correctly stated at 1 in 22; but I submit that the 
above statement more justly shows the actual improvement 
in the proportion of attendance to population under the 
free school system. Perhaps the fairest estimate of the 
improvement in proportionate attendance that can be made 
is by comparing that attendance for 1853, in May of which 
year the first three of the six large school houses were 
opened, and that of 1854 (in which the other three were 
being built) with that of the subsequent years, to 1864 
inclusive. It then appears that there has been a gradual 


improvement from 1 in 28% in 1853 and 1854, to 1 in 
194 in 1864, under the free school system. 


2. The Report expresses surprise “ that, according to 
the returns sent in to the Education Office, the attendance 
at the Roman Catholic Separate Schools should appear to 
have been so much larger in proportion to population than 
it has beet in the City Schools: they having apparently 
increased since 1855 nearly 110 per cent., while the City 
Schools have increased only about 45 per cent.” In my 
inquiries into this matter I have been allowed free access 
to documents in the Education Office, and have been 
politely favoured iith all desired information by the Very 
Rev. Mr. Jamot, the Local Superintendent of the Roman 
Catholic Separate Schools of this city. 

I find from data derived from the Education Office that 
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the increased attendance at the Roman Catholic Schools, 
from 1856 inclusive, has not been “ nearly 110 per cent.,” 
as stated in the Report, but about 91 per cent ; and that 
the increased attendance at the Common Schools for the 
same period has not been “only about 45 per cent.,” but 
has been 574 per cent.* The difference that~ remains 
between these rates of increase may be partly accounted 
for by the statement in the Report, ‘That the Roman 
Catholic part of the population has increased somewhat 
more rapidly than the Protestant ;’ but it seis to me 
that it is much more to be attributed to the ecclesiastical 
character of the Roman Catholic Schools, and to the eccle- 
siastical agencies, superior and subordinate, which are 
constantly and unitedly at work with a view to their 
advancement, Such agencies are not and perhaps cannot 
be exerted on behalf of our City Schools, which, being 
common to the members of so many churches, are the 
charge of none in particular, and receive but little of that 
fostering religious care which, were its earnest, extensive, 
and harmonious exercise possible on the part of churches 
and individuals, might rectify that balance of school atten- 
dance which probably no substitute, except compulsory 
legislation, would be able to adjust. 





* Since this Report was read at the Board, I have learned that the return which 
‘was made to Mr. Brooke at the Education Office differed from that which L received 
at the same office. Both, T believe, were given in good faith, but by different 
Persons. That which was given to me was marked probable; the one handed to Mr. 
Brooke is now pronounced autbentio. According to it the increase of attendance at 
the Roman Catholic Schools, for the period stated, has been ‘nearly 110 per cent.” 
Even this increase may be regarded as amply explained by the causes assigned in 
my Report. But, as the return given to Mr. Brooke for the City Schools in, 1855 
(namely, 1570) exactly corresponds with the return of the average daily attendance 
given in oar own School Reports (see Table H), therefore it should, io all fairness, 
be compared with our own return of the average daily atten-lance for 1864, If this 
bbe done, it will appear that the actual increase in our own School attendance for the 
specified period has been not 45}, but nearly 53 per cent. J. P. 
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I find that the divisors used in the Roman Catholic 
Separate School returns, as furnished by the Education 
Office for the purpose of ascertaining the average attend- 
ance at those schools, are the same as are furnished to the 
Common Schools ; and while I know that great pains are 
iaken to carry out our school regulations on the subject of 
school attendance, I am convinced that the means of moral 
suasion brought to bear on such attendance by Roman 
Catholic’ clergymen, and their assistants and subordinates, 
are incomparably more influential than any which we can 
command. 


3. The Report states that, ‘“ under the rate-bill system 
in 1844, 5, 6, and 7, the Committee has reason to believe 
that there was a greater proportion of larger and more 
advanced pupils in attendance at the schools than there 
has been under the free system: probably not more than 
three-tenths being pupils corresponding to our present 
First Division ; and that there appears to have been a 
gradual change in the character of the attendance by the 
increase of the Primary Divisions, which now number 
about one-half of all in attendance. The attendance of 
girls has also very much increased under the free system, 
the proportion between the sexes being now nearly equal.” 


It will be observed that no documentary evidence is 
referred to as warranting some of the statements contained 
in this paragraph. Such statements, therefore, can only 
be regarded as unsustained opinions. It is farther evident 
that such opinions, founded on a comparison of two con- 
ditions of things separated by an interval of from eighteen 
to twenty-one years, should be viewed with very great 
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caution. ‘That a greater proportion of larger pupils than 
now attend the schools attended them twenty years ago, 
appears very probable, when we recollect that elementary 
education was by no means so general then as now. Many, 
probably, were then passing out of childhood into youth 
in a state of lamentable ignorance, and as either they or 
their parents began to be ashamed of such ignorance, they 
went to school to acquire some necessary rudiments of 
knowledge. 


A few of these might make rapid improvement at school ; 
but that there was any considerable proportion of pupils 
in those days who were more advanced than the senior 
pupils in our schools are at present, is, to say the leasts 
exceedingly unlikely. Many of our recent senior pupils, 
though comparatively small. and young, have passed 
through our first and second into our highest divisions, 
with capacities gradually enlarged and abilities increas. 
ingly trained, until they have received, as they have 
deserved, the commendation of able and disinterested 
examiners, on their competing for the highest honours 
which the Board of Trustees could confer. 


We are not, however, altogether without documentary 
evidence on the subject now under consideration. In the 
Report of the Past History and Present Condition of the 
City Schools, written by the Secretary of the Board, 
revised by a Committee and adopted by ihe Board, under 
date May, 1859, I find the following (on page 78) : 


“In the school times of 1844, the school buildings, if 
they indeed merited the term at all, were small, incom- 
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modious, badly ventilated, and ill adapted for the purposes 
of social or moral advancement through the agency of 
popular education : children of both sexes assembled in 
one school room, and mingled together in one common 
play-yard, in several cases as many as a hundred young 
persons were huddled together in a space not fit to accom- 
modate, far less teach, two-thirds, or it might be said one- 
half, of the number: the pupils attending the schools, from 
the child learning its A, B, ©, up to those far advanced, 
were all taught, boys and girls, by one male Teacher, so 
that there could be little if any system or classification ; 
and much that attempted could not fail to be done 
otherwise than in a hurried and superficial manner. It is 
true that the Teachers of that day worked, or rather slaved, 
amidst these contending difficulties with an earnestness of 
purpose and an industry of action which merits all praise, 
and that they were able under such circumstances to im- 
part so much knowledge to the pupils, as they confessedly 
did, is a matter as much to be wondered at as it deserves 
to be admired. But, at the same time, it would be simply 
absurd to compare the City Schools of 1841, or even 1852, 
with those of 1858.” 


Again (page 74) : “Nor does the comparison, or rather 
contrast, end with the school buildings and appliances ; 
for while, in the olden time, boys and girls were taught 
together by a male teacher, now they have distinct and 
separate departments, and the girls are in charge of female 
teachers: then there existed no opportunity of classifica- 
tion, while now, the pupils being arranged and divided 
according to a recognized standard of proficiency, are 
advanced from one division to another according ‘to 
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progress, and each division has its own appropriate 
teacher.” 


Whatever then may have been the age or size of some 
of the pupils in the schools from 1844 to 1847, or what. 
ever the attainments in particular branches of knowledge 
of a few pupils in the several schools, it is so probable as 
to be almost certain, that the schools could then contain no 
considerable numbers or classes of pupils who could be 
compared otherwise than very disadvautageously with the 
classes in our present senior divisions, however small or 
young the members of those classes may appear. 


It is obvious, too, that as the benefits of education are 
diffused over any community, they will be increasingly 
partaken by pupils of a tender age, and thus the “gradual 
change in the character” of our school attendance which is 
spoken of in the report, is really an occasion for intelligent 
rejoicing. Nor should it be overlooked that many parents 
are necessitated and glad to avail themselves of the earn- 
ings of their children, as early as they are qualified for 
any kind of employment in which ordinary school attain- 
ments are available and rewunerative. Youth are earlier 
fitted now for several modes of active life than they were 
twenty years ago, and more methods of making a living 
are open to them now than were even dreamt of then. 
That ‘the attendance of girls has also very much in- 
creased under the free system, the proportion between the 
sexes being now nearly equal,” is indeed a high eulogium 
on that, as it would be on any system, and affords indubit- 
able proof that civilization and christianity have really ad- 
vanced in our land. 
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Yet it is probable that the spread of education over the 
younger and the female portion of our population during 
the last twenty years is less to be attributed to any mere 
pecuniary system of school support. than to the growing 
demand for intelligent juvenile labour, which is incidental 
to a rapidly advancing condition of society, and which, it 
may be remarked, is happily coincident with a great ex- 
tension of that school and uni ity culture without which, 
whatever the talents of individuals, they now, less fre- 
quently than was formerly the case, aspire to the labours 
and honours of a professional career. 


4, The report next states “ that under the rate-bill sys- 
tem, your committee has reason to believe the attendance 
was more regular than it has been under the free system.” 


It estimates the irregularity under the latter at not less 
than twenty per cent. daily, and says that “ this is proba- 
bly owing to the fact that the attendance now consists ina 
greater degree of smaller children and girls, who are more 
frequently prevented from attending by the weather and 
other causes, than were the larger boys; and partly be- 
cause what is not paid for in a direct way is not so highly 
appreciated.” On the question of the comparative regu: 
larity of attendance under the rate-bill and free school 
systems, no evidence is furnished in the report ; nor can I 
find any documentary evidence’ on the subject. There is 
no record of the average registered attendance under the 
rate bill system, which ended with 1850. In 1851, the 
first free school year, however, the average daily attend- 
ance was 107 more than in 1850; having been 1366, as 
compared with an average registered attendance of 1843. 
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According to the proportion thus furnished, when the free 
school system was novel and popular, as compared with 
the average registered attendance of 1864, which was 
3121, the now much depreciated fre 

have given an average daily attendance of 2313. 
actual average daily attendance for 1864 was 2400. 


It is true that, notwithstanding much and earnest effort 
to prevent it, the irregularity of attendance in 1864 was 
not less than 20 per cent. daily ; but it is also true that in 
1851 it was nearly 25 per cent. Thus an improvement of 
nearly 5 per cent. has unquestionably taken place under 
the free school system. The existing irregularity, as the 
Local Superintendent’s report for 1864 clearly shows, 
(see ,page 12) is equally divided between boys and girls, 
and is, in my opinion, much more the effect of parental in- 
dulgence or indifference than of any other cause. Of 
course, sickness, want of suitable clothing, weather, dis- 
tance, or other causes, will inevitably affect school attend- 
ance, just as business attendance and church attendance 
are similarly affected ; bnt the statement recorded on this 
subject in the Historical Report alréady referred to, (see 
page 76) is as appropriate now as it was in 1859 :— Itis 
frankly admitted that the proportion of absentees and ir- 
regular attendance is much greater than it onght to be ; 
but the fault rests not with the Board, not upon the schools, 
not upon the free principle, but altogether with parents, 
and with them alone.” 


II. I have next to notice the estimate which the report 
supplies of the cost per pupil in attendance at the Common 
Schools. 
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To this subject I have given very particular and pro- 
tracted attention, and my conclusions, frequently aud vari- 
ously tested, differ from those of thg committee. 


I find that the nearest approximation which I can make 
to the actual cost for teaching, during the 
was for junior pupils, each, 
Intermediate,  “ 
Seniors, 


Juniors, 
Intermediates, 
Seniors, 


The total cost being, 
Juniors, . . $6 
Intermediates, . » 
Seniors, 20 


being 71 cents more for each junior pupil, 12 cents more 
for each intermediate, and $1 63 less for each senior, than 
the estimate of the committee. 


I beg to observe, however, in this connection, that the 
method of estimating the cost per pupil of the children in 
school attendance, by their position in junior, intermediate, 
or senior divisions, especially so far as the cost of teaching 
is concerned, seems to me exceedingly unfair and decep- 
tive. It isa fact that the teacher of the senior division, 
whether it be a third or a second division, in either de- 
partment of each school, sustains an important and appre- 
ciable relation to the entire department of which that 
teacher is the recognized head. This remark will more 
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especially apply to the head master of each school. He 
holds a responsible relation to the whole school, and his 
influence for good or for evil can easily be traced through- 
outit. He has to admit pupils, communicate with parents 
and guardians, keep the school records, and oversee the 
general school discipline and the promotion of pupils from 
a lower toa higher division in his own department ; and, 
in addition to this, to take charge of school requisites, make 
the regular and all other required returns to the Local 
Superintendent,and exercise a watchful care over the school 
building and premises. His aptness or inaptness in these 
and kindred matters will be soon and ever apparent to 
those who understand them, and the absence of a respon- 
sible head master from any of our larger schools would, at 
once, I believe, place that school under a serious disad- 
vantage. Thus, fairly regarded, the pecuniary value of a 
head teacher to the subordinate divisions, as well as to 
that which such teacher personally instructs, and, more 
obviously, the value of a head master to the whole school, 
is very considerable; a remark which will be better 
understood, if it be applied, as it justly may, to the head 
master of a grammar school, the principal of a college, or 
the president of a university. 


On the fairness of calculating the cost, per pupil, on the 
basis of daily average attendance, I beg to quote the fol- 

- lowing from the “Historical Report,” with which I en- 
tirely agree. 


It says (page 76), “This very strict and narrow view of 
the question of expense, is certainly not the fair light in 


which it should be viewed, inasmuch as in every public 
F 
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institution, and in every private business establishment, a 
reasonable per centage is always allowed for absence ocea- 
sioned by sickness, weather, or other unavoidable causes.” 


Again, it says, “The machinery of the schools is and 
will be going on steadily whether every pupil be present 
or not, and the cost of maintaining the schools cannot well 
be diminished according to a sliding scale, dependent upon 
indifferent or neglectful absentees.” And again: “ The 
average registered attendance (calculated by months) 
ought to form the basis on which the cost of education, per 
child, should in fairness be calculated, because, although 
it is true that a proportion of not less than say 20 out of 
every 100 were, on an average, absent every day, yet it 
by no means follows that the same children were absent 
on all these occasions ; on the contrary, this per centage 
of absence was distributed over the whole number, and 
sometimes one and sometimes another was absent, accord- 
ing to circumstances ; so that every one of the absentees 
did more or less receive instruction, and, in some degree, 
participated in the benefits conferred by the schools ; and 
it is, consequently, no more than right that they should be 
included in the average cost.” That average cost for 
1864, of 3,121 pupils, (the average registered monthly 
attendance,) was $8 39 ; as compared with $10 91 per 
pupil, on the basis of average daily attendance. 


IV. The next portion of the report consists of sugges- 
tions which it offers, as to certain essentials in any pro- 
posed amendments. 
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‘These suggestions are two. With reference to’ the 
former, viz.: some increase of teaching power in the pri- 
mary divisions, if possible, without additional expendi- 
ture,” there seems little room for any difference of opin- 
ion. But while, in certain cases, additional teaching assis- 
tance has long been urgently needed, and has often been 
asked for by the Local Superintendent, he has never sup- 
posed that it can be obtained, or that the additional ac- 
commodation that would be required for its exercise can 
be procured, without additional expenditure. That ex- 
penditure, indeed, needs not be heavy, as the accommo- 
dation of junior and intermediate divisions does not re- 
quire to be of a very costly description, nor are the sala- 
ries of suitable teachers excessively high, 


The latter suggestion relates to “‘ some effort to increase 
the attendance in the senior divisions and extend their 
efficiency, and so indirectly diminish the proportionate 
cost per pupil.” Ido not regard that proportionate cost 
as unduly large, especially in view of the modifying con- 
siderations which I have advanced above. The average 
attendance in our senior divisions, last year, was 49 
pupils ; and when the programme of studies for these 
divisions is taken into account, that namber should not be 
greatly increased. In Boston one Teacher is allowed for 
every fifty-six pupils on the register, which allowance 
evidently contemplates a smaller average attendance than 
our own. An average attendance of about 50 in any of 
our senior divisions would, I think, be as large as should 
be desired or permitted. The suggestion of the Committee, 
regarding the assembling of our senior divisions, or of 
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several of them, in a building by themselves, I cannot but 
consider as singularly unfitted to premote their improve- 
ment. At present those divisions, speaking generally, 
are very well classified : the standard for their attainment 
requires no elevation, as it is in fact reached by only a 
portion of the pupils who attend them ; many being com- 
pelled to leave for active life before they have made such 
advancement, ‘The introduction of classies, especially, into 
our schools, for reasons to be presently submitted, would 
be, in my judgment, a very grave mistake ; and the sup- 
posed higher education to be thus aimed at would prove a 
delusion, and would end in disappointment. 


Y. I have now to remark on the particular measures 
which the Report proposes. 


I. “That the senior pupils of Louisa-street, Victoria 
street and George-street. Schools, be massed in the 
Victoria-street School house, to form the nucleus of a 
Central High School.” To this proposal I respectfully 
submit the following objections : 


1. Each of these schools is now identified with its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, and, as at present organized, 
fairly supplies its actual wants. 


2. The kind of High School proposed would not be 
really a High School at all, as a High School proper, 
should consist, not of the average pupils of our present 
senior divisions, but of such of their number as, having 
successfully passed a proper test examination, were there- 
fore promoted to the High School, as well as of any other 
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candidates who could pass a similar examination. The 
indiscriminate mass of superior Common School pupils 
would be but inferior materials for a High School that 
would be worthy of the name. 


8. The new Grammar School Act provides for all 
necessary High School culture in the cities of Upper 
Canada, much more satisfactorily and effectually than the 
proposal of the Committee. It provides that, on the 1st 
of January next, this city shall, for all Grammar School 
purposes, be a county, and its municipal council shall be 
invested with all the Grammar School powers now pos- 
sessed by county councils. As described by the Chief 
Superintendent of Education, in his circular dated Nov. 
12, addressed to mayors of cities in Upper Canada, “ The 
object of the Act and of the recently revised programme 
of studies is, to make the Grammar School what it ought 
to be, a High School for the city, an intermediate school 
between the Common Schools and the University : pre« 
paring pupils to matriculate into the University, either in 
arts or law, or in the department of civil engineering, 
providing for intended surveyors their preliminary educa- 
tion, and imparting the higher branches of an English and 
commereial education to those youths whose parents do 
not wish them to study Greek or Latin.” No necessity 
now remains for any other public High School in this city, 
much less for one of so very doubtful a nature as that 
which the Committee has proposed. 


2. The second measure proposed by the Committee 
may be regarded as necessarily dependent on the first, 
It is, “That provision be made in the then vacant rooms 
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in the Louisa-street and George-street school houses for 
the Junior and Intermediate Divisions now assembling in 
Victoria-street. ‘The adoption of this measure would, 1 
consider, involve great inconvenience to many parents and 
children who are at present accommodated at the Victoria- 
street School ; nor can I imagine a single compensating 
advantage to be obtained by them or added to our existing 
school arrangements by such a change. Both of these 
measures, if carried out, would involve a certain but 
needless expenditure ; at the same time they would un- 
questionably degrade the Louisa-strect and George-street 
Schools from the high position which they have long ocou- 
pied, while seemingly, though not really, elevating the 
Victoria-street School at their expense. 


3. The third measure is the provision of additional 
branches of higher education in the projected High 
School. What I have submitted in connection with the 
first proposal, may be referred to with respect to this. 
Better and more suitable provision of the kind here con- 
templated has recently been made by the law of the land. 
But for this fact I might have thought it necessary to 
remark on the inexpediency of pretending to provide 
classical teaching, especially in Common Schools, in 
competition with the regularly organized and properly 
officered Grammar Schools of the city. If the Common 
Schools could be wisely used as a basis for any other 
Kind of school, it would be for one of a specially commer- 
cial character ; but it seems that the new Grammar School 
programme provides for imparting a higher commercial 
‘as well as classical and scientific education. 
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4, The fourth proposed measure is the charging of a 
weekly fee of 124 cents per pupil on the pupils attending 
the Central School ; and 


5, The fifth is, that the product of this fee in the Central 
School he applied, Ist, to provide certain additional higher 
branches ; and, 2nd, to provide a few additional teachers 
for the primary divisions. Without reference to the total 
probable returns of such a charge, were it levied on some 
three hundred pupils in one particular school, it may well 
be questioned whether its imposition would not immediately 
occasion the leaving our school or schools by the children 
of many who could not bear that seemingly slight addition 
to their inevitable expenditure. Probably many a child 
who could earn from a dollar toa dollar and a half per 
week, is still kept at school because of his or her parents’ 
sense of the value of early education, who, were those 
parents required to pay the small sum in question, would 
be at once removed from school, and, in some way or other, 
actively employed. I fear that we should soon lose in 
numbers and in educational results, more than we should 
gain in dollars and cents. Perhaps the average attendance, 
in proportion to the numbers on the registers, might be 
slightly improved ; but what is theoretically probable in 
that respect, might not prove to be the actual consequence. 
I learn from recent correspondence with J.B. Boyle, Esq., 
principal of the Central School in London, . W., “ that 
no school fees are charged for admission to the English 
course in the Central or Ward Schools” of that city ; 
that, “for admission to the French classes, the pupils 
are charged 75 cents, per quarter ;” and that “for 
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admission to the Grammar School department, a small fee 
of $1.50 per quarter, is charged.” A. Maccallum, Esq., 
principal of the Central School in Hamilton, also informs 
me, that each of the pupils in the primary schools of that 
city pays 123 cents per month, all books and stationery 
being provided by the Board of Trustees. The pupils at- 
tending the Central Schools pay 25 cents each, per month, 
every thing in the shape of books and stationery being 
provided for them. In the classical department, the fees 
are $3.00, per term, everything except classical books 
being furnished. At first the fees were only 124 cents, per 
month, for all the grades, and this arrangement of the 
Board was intended to pay for the books and stationery 
used, classical books and all being provided free of expense 
to all the pupils. Some four years ago the present plan 
was introduced, and (so far as Mr. Maccallum has been able 
to judge) has given the greatest satisfaction. ‘The Board 
receives tenders for every thing, the books, &c., are fur- 
nished at the lowest possible rates. Each pupil is held 
responsible for his or her book, and, if any book is misused 
or lost, the pupil has to procure another inits stead. The 
latest published report of the Hamilton Schools, for 1863, 
shows that, in that year, $4,525.92 was received for fees, 
and $903.34, was paid for text books and stationery. The 
respective amounts for last year, Mr. Maccallum states, 
were nearly thesame. Itis but fair to add Mr. Maccallum’s 
opinion, that “the payment of a small monthly fee in 
advance secures more regular and punctual attendance.” 


‘As regards the provision, by means of fees, of additional 
higher branches of education ; I beg to submit that the New 
Grammar School Act altogether supersedes the necessity 





. for the making of such provision by the Board of Common 
School ‘Trustees. 


Tn the above quoted circular of the Chief Superintendent 
of Education, addressed to the Mayors of cities, it is said, 
“Many of your citizens have never sent their children to the 
Common Schools, though their property has been largely 
taxed to provide for the accommodation and support of those 
Schools. It is but just, therefore, to such citizens, apart 
from other higher and more public considerations, that a 
portion of your future school assessments should go to pro- 
vide for the accommodation and support of your public 
Grammar School.” It is, I respectfully submit, in the city 
Grammar School, and by such means as the legally con- 
stituted authorities of that school shall devise and adopt, 
that the higher branches of instruction are to be sought 
after and attained. Additional accommodation and addi- 
tional teachers are unquestionably required for some of our 
primary divisions ; nor can there be any more honourable 
and useful undertaking than that of promoting sound and 
thorough primary education. 


6. The last measure proposed by the Committee is, that 
the boys and girls of the primary divisions be united, so 
that one teacher may be limited to the teaching of the first 
book, and another to the teaching of the second book. 
This measure is proposed in order to give relief to the 
divisions, and to enable the teachers to adopt the simultane- 
ous system more extensively. Such a designed mingling 
of the sexes in our primary schools would, in my view, be 
exceedingly inexpedient. We have had to submit to it, in 
certain cases, as a temporary necessity, but have always 
considered it desirable to discontinue it as early as pogsible, 
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‘To adopt it, at present, would be to take a step backward 
rather than forward. It would shock parental common 
sense and instinctive feelings, would multiply the difficulties 
of teachers, and would, I believe, seriously injure the 
schools. ‘The limitation, too, of one teacher to the instruction 
of the pupils in only one book, if apparently a desirable 
illustration of the principle of the division of labour, would, 
in my view, in the continued over-crowded state of several 
of our divisions, afford relief to neither teacher nor pupil. 
The simultaneous system of teaching is admirable when 
combined with other methods, but, when disproportionately 
adopted, is exceedingly deceptive. Its results require to 
be often individually tested and often corrected. It is, at 
present, I submit, proportionately used in our primary and 
Its much freer use, especially within the 
narrow limits supposed, would be monotonous and. weari- 
some in the extreme, and probably would produce very 
questionable results, ‘The limitation which our primary 
divisions most need is a limitation of their numbers, the 
equivalent of which may be supplied in the increase of the 
number of their teachers. An intelligent, earnest teacher 
will find no difficulty in conducting a proper number, say, 
from sixty to perhaps seventy pupils, from the alphabet, 
through the first and second books, in a reasonable time. 
But when eighty, ninety, a hundred, or even a hundred and 
thirty pupils are crowded on any unfortunate teacher, then, 
whatever system, or effort after system, that teacher may 
adopt, her work becomes a complicated drudgery, and there 
can be no reasonable hope that she can do justice to either 
herself or her pupils. Over crowding is incomparably the 
greatest present evil in many of our primary divisions. 
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Of this I have frequently complained, and relief from it 
T have repeatedly sought. 


Thave thus, to the best of my judgment and ability, com- 
plied with the direction of the Board, as expressed in its 
resolution of the 15th of November. If I might venture 
to offer a suggestion on a matter not comprised in the 
Report of the Committee, it would be that, as the High 
School requirements of the city are now, as argued by the 
Chief Superintendent of Education, amply provided for by 
the New Grammar School Law, to be administered by the 
City Council, through the Trustees whom it may appoint, 
there is still one vacant field of educational effort which, if 
it seem good to this Board, it may very usefully occupy. 
I refer to the uncaltivated hundreds of children in our city 
whom parental neglect, partly perhaps parental poverty, 
and their own consequent habits, indispose for attendance 
at our city Common Schools. A few of this class attend 
oceasionally, but they will not long submit to wholesome 
restraint at school, which is not confirmed by parental in- 
fiuence at home. For these children some special educa- 
tional provision seems to be yet required, supplemented by 
such private or public benevolent care as will provide, in 
part at least, the food and clothing which are indispensably 
necessary in order to their attendance at school, Without 
such provision, even compulsory attendance, if required 
by law, might be in some instances, a grievous hardship. 


All which is respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) JAMES PORTER, 


Local Superintendent 
Toronto, Dec. 6th, 1865. 
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6. REPORT ON SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Public Schools of the City of Toronto. 


REPORT (No. 7) OF THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT. 


—It has occurred to me that the condition 

aries of the several City Schools requires grave 

consideration, in order to their being renovated, centralized 

or allowed to sink into comparative disuse, as the Board 
in its wisdom may deem fit. 


It will be in the recollection of several members of the 
Board that six (6) of the larger libraries were formed in 
the year 1857, when 1594 volumes were distributed 
among the six principal schools, for the use of the senior 
pupils of both departments. In 1858, 1243 more volumes 
were purchased, and separate libraries were appropriated 
to the female departments of the same schools. The 
total number of volumes thus became 2837. The value 
of these books, irrespective of their extra covers, and of 
the cases in which they were deposited, was $1,600 ; viz,, 
$800 furnished by the Board, and $800 added by the 
Province, through the Department of Education, In the 
year 1860, additional, though smaller libraries were pro- 
vided for the use of both departments of the Palace and 
Givins’-street_ schools, comprising 304 volumes, at the 
cost of $122, of which $61 were paid by the Board, and 
$61, by the Province, Thus the total cost of the books in 
all the school libraries has been $1,722, namely, $861 to 
the Board, and $861 to the Province. 
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In April, 1861, on the motion of Mr. Brent, then a 
member of the Board, I obtained from each Head Master 
and Head Mistress of the six large schools a return of the 
number of books at that time in the library under the 
care of each, as compared with the original number of 
which each library was composed. In July of the same 
year, I procured from each Head Master and Head 
Mistress of those schools, and from the Head Masters of 
the Palace and Givins’-street schools, respectively, a 
copy of the catalogue of the books which were then in 
each of the several fourteen libraries. And, every suc- 
cessive year, a statement of the number of volumes in 
each library, and of the number taken out during the 
year, has been returned to me by each principal Teacher, 
to be reported to the Education Department, and recorded 
in my Annual Report to this Board. 


All this time, however, the work of diminution and decay 
has been going on, and I have therefore thought it neces- 
sary, in connection with a special personal inspection of 
all the libraries, to request from each principal Teacher 
such facts as enable me to make a particular report of the 
present condition of the several libraries, under the follow- 
ing headings, viz.: ‘ Original No. of volumes in library,” 
“No. at present in library,” “ No. still serviceable,” and 
“No. seldom, if ever, used.” 


The accompanying Tables contain all these particulars, 
and shew that of 1823 volumes still serviceable, there are 
561 which are seldom if ever read. 
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Of the 304 vols, selected in 1860 for the Palace-street 
and Glivins’-street libraries, none are on this list, but all 
have been acceptable to the pupils. I presume’that the 
explanation of this fact is to be found in the facility with 
which so small a number of books could be selected from 
the stock of the Education Department, in comparison 
with the difficulty of selecting in 1857-8, the large number 
of 2837 books from the same or any other ordinary stock, 
without including among them many works which are 
unserviceable to children, being of a historical, scientific, 
philosophical, or ethical character. 


The most popular books have been, of course, the most 
injured by wear and tear, ; while, of the large number 


that have disappeared, some have literally fallen to pieces, 
while many have been irrecoverably taken by pupils and 
parents who have moved from the city. In one or two 
instances, the loss of book-case keys or locks may account 
for the subsequent loss of inadequately protected books. 


But for the careful manner in which the books were 
originally covered by the female Teachers, they could not 
have been nearly so serviceable as they have proved ; the 
boards in which they were bound when purchased having 
been, for the most part, very slight; so that the books, 
generally speaking, were quite unfit for the service which 
they were destined to undergo. 


In order to make the best possible use of those which 
remain, I would respectfully suggest that they be brought 
together to some central place ; that all which are yet 
serviceable be classified and catalogued anew, by some 
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Teacher or other person to be appointed and paid by the 
Board as Librarian ; and that after the summer holidays, 
books be issued to such senior male and female pupils, on 
alternate Saturdays, as may receive tickets from their 
respective Head Masters or Head Mistresses, which shall 
entitle them to such a privilege. 


Should it be the pleasure of the Board to add to the 
Library in any future year, it would be much easier to 
maintain one library in a useful condition than to accom- 
plish the very difficult task of keeping fourteen libraries 
above the level of contempt. 


Most of the pupils in our schools attend some Sunday 
School, from the library of which they draw entertaining 


as well as religious books ; and I respectfully submit that 
all among them who, after attending to their home duties, 
and preparing their home lessons, have leisure and incli- 
nation for farther reading, would gladly avail themselves 
of the privileges of the School Library, in the form which 
is now suggested. 


Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) JAMES PORTER, 


Local Superintendent, 
Toronto, January 7, 1865. 
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Ss 
8 


i 1413 
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No. OF BOOKS STILL SERVICEABLE. 


Mate 
Palace-street 

George 

The Park - 

Victoria-street 

Louisa ne 

John ie 

Phoebe 

Givins’ 


No. OF VOLUMES SELDOM, IF 


Palace-street 
George “ 
The Park - 
Victoria-street 
Louisa 

John 

Phebe 
Givins’ 


379 


Female. 


EVER, READ. 


Female. 


No. of volumes still serviceable - 1260 
No. “ seldom read - 3879 


Adapted for further use - - 881 
@ 
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7. LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT ON 
OVERCROWDED STATE OF JUNIOR 
DIVISIONS. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Public Schools of the City of Toronto. 


REPORT (No. 6) OF THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT. 


Geyrimsmmn,—I beg to submit the following Report 
concerning the Junior Divisions of the City Schools, with 
especial reference to the approaching summer weather. 


T have frequently been asked by school authorities what 
numerical proportion the three usual divisions of a well 
organized city or town common school should bear to each 
other. My reply has uniformly been, that the senior 
divisions should comprise about fifty pupils, in average 
attendance ; the intermediate divisions, about 60 ; and the 
junior, about 70. During the month of April last, the 
average attendance in the fourteen distinct junior divisions 
of our city schools was 90 pupils ; in eight of which schools 
there were from 90 up to 127. In all these divisions the 
attendance is increasing, during the present month ; and 
will probably continue to increase, until the heat of the 
weather shall gradually reduce it: In all these divisions, 
too, the children and their Teachers suffer not a little, us 
the summer advances, and a fair amount of school work 
can scarcely be performed under such circumstances. 


Almost the only alleviation of this state of things which 
we have had for several successive years has been a 





87 


second recess of ten minutes for the pupils of our jan 
divisions, both forenoon and afternoon ; a measure de- 
cidedly beneficial to such pupils, but greatly distarbi 
to the business of those senior divisions, through whose 
rooms the juniors have to pass and re-pass on their way 
to and from the play grounds, 


Tn the John Street school, indeed, an oceasional Teacher 
has been employed for two or three of the summer mouths ; 
and that measure has afforded considerable relief. Tam 
fully convinced that the most effectual pr 
of dealing with the general difficulty of ove 
junior divisions is that which has been a 
City of Detroit, and in some other cities, n: 
half-day system, by means of which from 50 ! 
are taught in the fore part of the day, and the same number 
of different scholars of the same grade in the after t of 
the same day, by the same Teache 
reports the President of the Detr 
“from 100 to 120 scholars will receive ins’ 
three hours each day, and have suf 
ease ; while, under the former 
scholars” (our numbers are still higher) ‘* 
into one room for six hours; aud the era: 
condition of the scholars, and the rigid disci 
to be enforced by the Teacher, to maintain order, neither 
tend to increase the love of the scholar for school, nor 
stimulate him to study and progress ; nor do they tend to 
cultivate and improve the temper of the Teacher, and the 
love for her work and the scholar. I think all the 
Teachers, in whose schools it has been adopied, concur 
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in the opinion that they can advance 100 pupils, or even 
120, by the three hours rule, as rapidly as 75 pupils by 
the six hours rule.” 


On this subject the Special Report of the Detroit Com- 
mittee on Schools, and that of the School Superintendent 
for that city, are well worthy of full consideration, 


Meanwhile, I have to request that the usual appointment 
of a temporary Teacher for the John-street School, and 
of any other temporary Teachers whom the Board may 
deem necessary, may be made for the ensuing summer. 


Respectfully submitted. 


JAMES PORTER, 


Locat Superintendent. 


Toronto, May 17, 1865. 


Subsequent to the submission of the above Report, the 
Standing Committee on School Management, in their 
Report No. 6, reported as follows : “Having had under 
consideration the difficulty of keeping a very large num- 
ber of young children employed during the long afternoons 
of hot summer days, your Committee are of opinion that _ 
the attendance of such might be advantageously dispensed 
with, some time before the regular hour (four o’clock) of 
closing school ; and thus, while relieving the very little 
ones from the weariness of confinement in a heated and, * 
crowded school room, enable the Teacher to devote more 
time and attention to the other and advanced pupils: 
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Your Committee, therefore, recommend that the Local 
Superintendent should be authorized, in his discretion, 
with regard to numbers and the heat of the weather, to 
relieve such of the gallery pupils as are not further than 
the first Reading Book from attendance after three o’clock, 
p. m., until otherwise ordered.” ‘This recommendation 
was adopted by the Board on June 6th, and afforded no 
little relief to the children in the lower classes of the 
junior divisions. 


8. ADOPTION OF CAMPBELLS GEOGRAPHY 
AND ATLAS. 


The Committee on School Management at the same date 
(June 6th) reported ‘‘ That the Council of Public Instruc- 
tion for Canada West, having withdrawn its sanction to 
the use of Morse’s, or any other American Geography, in 
the Common Schools of this Province, and as a violation 
of this regulation will subject the school or schools con- 
cerned, to the loss of its legislative apportionment from 
the school grant, your Committee recommend that, after 
the ensuing summer vacation, ‘Campbell’s School Geo- 
graphy and Atlas,’ prepared for the use of schools in the 
British Provinces, be recognized as the text-book in this 
branch of study in our schools.” This recommendation 
was adopted by the Board, and has been duly carried out. 





90 


DR. WICKSON’S COMMUNICATION RE- 
ING THE SUCCESS OF CERTAIN 
SCHOLARS, ORIGINALLY FROM THE 
ciry HOOLS. 
Toronto Grammar Scwoor, Oct. 19, 1865. 
To the Chairman and Members of the Board of School 
Trustees of the City of Toronto. 


Genriumen,—It affords me much pleasure to inform 
you that at the recent Matriculation Examinations in the 
ty of Toronto, two of the former pupils of the 
Schools, to whom Scholarships were awarded by 


quitted themselves with great credit. I refer to 
rie and Alfred Baker. 


pursued a satisfactory course in this 
, earried off, in 1863, the highest 
Canada College, from which institu- 
tion he has just proceeded to the University, and haa 
gained the rare distinction of being placed first in the first 
suhject of examination, becoming entitled 

several Scholarships. 


i Baker, the junior in educational standing by one 

s passed an examination, which though less bril- 

that of his too formidable competitor, was yet 

tory : his standing is that of first class ji 

s, and second class in classics, history, and 

h, and he has obtained a Scholarship for general 
in all the subjects of examination, 
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It is gratifying to observe, how, by means of the various 
educational institutions of this city, facilities are presented 
to deserving boys, of all classes, for advancing from the 
lowest stages to highest distinctions in learning. By the 
establishment and maintenance of the systems of free 
schools and scholorships we, in our favored day, scarcely 
feel the force of the maxim of older times: ‘ Haud facile 
emergunt quorum virtutibus obstat Res angusta domi.” 

T remain, gentlemen, 
Your most obedient, 


ARTHUR WICKSON, Rector, 


I cannot close this Report without expressing the gra- 
tification I have felt on observing that the efforts of the 


Board of School Trustees and of the Municipal Council of 
this city for the promotion of higher and free education, 
in the case of such deserving youths as come under their 
immediate notice, are not overlooked by the Chief Super- 
intendent of Education. 


In his Annual Report to His Excellency the Governor 
General for 1864, he remarks: “The Municipal Council 
and Board of School Trustees of the City of Toronto have 
set a noble example of encouraging diligence among the 
Teachers and pupils of their schools, by not only procuring 
and giving prizes, but founding seven free Scholarships, 
each tenable for two years in the Grammar School. 
These prizes and scholarships are competed for by a 
paper and oral examination, before examiners appointed 
by the Board of Trustees. At these examinations the 
pupils of the varions City Common Schools compete, and 
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the prizes and scholarships (signed by the Mayor with the 
corporate seal of the city) are distributed at an annual 
meeting held in the city hall. In this manner meritorious 
and promising pupils of the Common Schools earn a free 
grammar school education through the liberality of the 
municipality, and thus make their way to the University, 
where the education is almost free.” 


Nor can I forbear to quote the language of Mr. Justice 
Hagarty, in his recent charge to the grand jury at the fall 
Assizes for the County of the City of Toronto, with respect 
to the uninstructed and vagrant children who are seen in 
every part of our city. “It is to be earnestly hoped that 
some attempt may be made to work downward to reach 
the grade of children apparently below the influence of our 
present system : to gather them in their rags and squalor, 
(if necessary) apart from those of their own age, who 
shrink from their contact.” I cannot but anticipate that 
the recent resolution of the Board, which bears on this 
particular subject, will lead to some good result in this 
very important direction, 

Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES PORTER, 


Local Superintendent, 


Office of Local Superintendent 
of Public Schools. 
Toronto, January, 1866. 


Submitted to the Board, January 17, 1866, and referred 
to the Committee on School Management. Reported on 
by said Committee on February 7th, and ordered by the 
Board to be printed for the information of the rate-payers. 
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TABLE A. 











Ceertricare Hew. 


Scuoors, Nawz or Tescuen, | Provincial. |Co.Board, 
us ran ae 


nn] ei] 
is he tanec 





Palace Stroet Martin Gill. 

IMs. Henderson 

IMiss Boddy 

George Street... - -[Bichard Lewis, 

‘Miss 8. B. Quinn .. 

IMiss Susan Hamilton. 

Miss A. L. Armstrong 

(Miss Catharine Searlett. 

(Miss Amelia Henning 

The Park . +-++[William Anderson 

[Miss A. Richards . 

[Miss J.” Armstrong -. 1. | 

Miss M. Buik A 2/1676 

Miss M. A. Anker “fi969| 

Victoria Street William Spotton. “6 
[Mies G. Round . ... 

IMiss E. Kennedy .. cies 340)... 

IMiss C. Ryan 413| 

[Miss A. M. O'Flaherty’. -|1683| 

IMiss M. Robinson. 

‘Henry Browne . .. 

Robert McCausiand . 

Miss J. S. Morrison. 

[Miss M. A. Kennedy 

Miss Agnes Hall 

[Miss Margaret Greenlees. 

Contre Street - 





John Street. +++-|Norrhan McHardy 

Mfrs. Patterson . 
Miss Kelloch. 
Miss B. J. Lloyd 
Phoebe Strect .. {Samuel Coyne 

[Miss ©. M. Churchill: 17 
[Miss Rebecca Thompson... 
[Miss M. L. Garden... 
Miss Olivia Ht. Dunn... 
IMiss Jessie Rogers. 
Givins’ Street ..........|Samuel MeAllister 
[Miss M. J. Keown 








Total. 
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‘Resprcrina Teacuers. 








Onrerat 
Avporstuet. 


Retctovs Rewanss, 
Devourxatioy. 


per annum. 


Rate of Salary 





. 1, 1859] $550 |Church of England) Trained by Ch. Ed, Society, Treland. 
1851) 320 |Baptist. ... ‘Trained at Normal Seh'l, Tdinburgh, 
1865] 200 |Church of England) 

1855] 700 |Congregational. .. Trained at Training Sch'l, Liverpool. 
1863] 400 |Methodist. 

250 (Presbyterian. 

250 Methodist. 

200 |\Chnrch of England| 

200 Methodist. 

700 Methodist. 

320 Methodist, 

250 Methodist. 

200 Presbyterian, 

200 Congregational. 

700 Church of England] 

400 |Church of England|Trained in Training School, London. 

250 Methodist. 

250 [Methodist 

200 [Baptist, 

200 |Presbyterian. 

700 |Church of England| 

500 [Methodist. 

400 |Chureh of England| 

250 |Methodist. 

250 [Presbyterian | 

200 |Presbyterian. 

250 |Congregational. 

250 |Methodist. 

700 | Methodist, 

320 |Presbyterian, 

250 |Baptist. 

200 | Presbyterian. 

700 Church of England] 

400 Baptist. 

250 Church of England] 

250 [Presbyterian 

200 (Church of England] 

200 | Presbyterian. 

550 |Church of England| 
1852) 320. |Church of England 


-| $13,880 | 
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TABLE B, 


Number of Pupits entered on the Registers of the several Schools, during 
the year 1865. 











Nawp oF Soxoon. | atates. |sematee| ota 





Palace Street. ... gente 12 
George a a 360 
The Park i centitiae|, 3! 284 
Vietoria Street 22121! A ae 349 
Louisa e ser 5 Bal 
Centre ‘ ndeatenste's ‘ 221 
John a: i z 256 
Phoebe : 3 | 395 
Givins? ; sgpciten sais 3 | 150 


‘Total in all the Schools s+] 2998 | 2728 





TABLE ©. 
Analysis of the Attendance at the several Schools. 














tere | Bm | rom | rom | rrom |rrom 20, 
tanto | “20% | ‘soto | aoveo | isoto |towhole 


Naum or Scuoor, | ‘Pave | “so. | 30K. | iso" | Soo.” | yea? 


M/F. [a0]. | MR, MF. | M.| F. 
ry] | th 
Palace Streot .......... 25] 10] 31] 30} 51 3 | 42) 35] 19) 15] 381 
George 222 53] 83l 64 12) 52 bal ao) va 
5 3 





‘The Park... 58) 52] 53) 86| 77| 57| 46] 56) 36 36] 17] Gor 
Victoria Street 3] 65117| 88) 76) 81) 54) 27| 29) 777 
Louisa 98)150/144| 92) 76| 75] 5911114 
Centre - 52) 45] 50) 24) 27] 6] 5] 411 
John . 60) 83) 64] 5 37) 33) 23) 9) 559 
Phoebe sem a85 72) 97| 90) 47) 59) 24] 25) 788 
Givi 26| 32} 53] 92] 32] 32] 18) 22] 18] 10] 315 





sol nara ool 





Totals in a the Schools. | 784] 1098 | 1453 Tost | ese | 476 [eae 
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TABLE D. 


Average Registered Monthly Attendance, and Average of Average Monthly 
Attendance. 








] ‘REGISTERED. ] 
1865. - — ~ 
Males. |Females.| Total. || Males. |Females.| Total. 


‘AvERaGE, 








Taouary...-. vera | sais | 9085 |) i904 | aosa | 320 
March . 1501 | 3271 
April 22022 1601 | 3402 
lay. sl] 1863 | 1720 | 3583 
June i. 1648 | 3443 


is7a | 1128 | 2507 
i445 | 1232 | 2677 
14it | 1256 | 2667 
i379 | 1220 | 2599 
1306) 1175 | 2481 
1347 | 1154 |. 2501 


July sl 1572 | 3250 
September... 11 | 

October. 9 1285 | 1090 | 2375 
November. 3 1293 | 1013 | 2306 
December + 1274 | 1013, | 2287 


February» 36 | lala | 3150 1334 | loss | 2402 





Divited by 1 mona T0039 [asras_ | Tarer | 32569 | wo 





|| 1730,4| 1517}9\ 3248,8,|) 1341,%,| 1125,8| 2467,% 
ral i rf 1 it 


TABLE E. 

Average Monthly Attendance in the respective Divisions of the several City 
Public Schools ; namely, First or Junior, Second or Intermediate, and 
Third or Senior, both Male and Female, 

JANUARY. 
Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each School. 














Mates. ‘Femars, 
Nau ov Scxoot. 


| 3 | Total. 





Palace Street ..... | wy 6 103 | 2a} 49 
George 70 31 186 45] 
n i] 67) 43 161 56 

seelf 84! 59 193 |} 50] 49) 
Louisa z 80 253 66] 
Centre 6] ..| ..| GL -| 
John IIIT] pal. 4a) dol. ano |} a5] da} 
Phebe errs 13 42 


Givins’ ue | 26) 33) 28] 





Totals, || 560) 415) 29| 1304 || 462) ava 
Femuary, 1864220000200] 463) 364) 309] 1136 || 461) 339 





a reeset or al 
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FEBRUARY. 


Average No. of Pupils in each Dir 


mn of each School. 











Naat oF Sewoon, 


Mares. 


Fexanns, 


8, | Total 





Palace Street 
George aoe 
‘The Park.. 
Vietoria Si 

Louisa 

Centre 

John 

Phoebe 

Givin? 


Totals 
February, 1864 


Difference ; 115 males more 
‘than in 1864 


saab ae 


475) 896] 197 
519) 840) 209 





MARCH. 


Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each School. 








Nantz oF Scxoor, 


Manes. 


3. | Total. 


Fewanes, 





Palace Street 








Total eosin 
Mareb, 1864 0 


| 
Differences; the totals being 
in vu of end S} 














4 


55 


103 
201 
169 
203 


515) 412) 201) 1198 
872 348| 201] 1121, 








2507 
2402 


105 
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APRIL. 
Average No. of Pupits in each Division of each School. 











Pemaurs. 
Naun ov Scutocn, 





‘The Park... 
Victoria Street. 
Louisa“ 
Centre 
John 
Phosbe  « 
Giving 


| 620 
| 619) 385 


April. 1864 || 611) 365] 16] 1292 


Differences; the totals being 
in favour of 1885... sl 





Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each School. 














Mane, Fenanns, 
Nam or Soxoon, 


Combined 
Total 


. | Total. |p.1,/ 2, ‘Total. 





Palace Street 0 109 |] 39, a 85 
George 84 200 168 
The Park 75 152 || 78 w| 198 
‘Victoria Street 108) 206 |! 83, 180 
Louisa | 10] 268.|| 120| 247 
Centre scoff 88). 88 || 80). 89 
John |) al 128 || 56) 49) 
Phesbe “|| 91 186 || 87] 58) 
Giving? 4 s-| 78 |] 38 3a! 





Totals i .|/ 7121 898) s01| Tan || 6as| ao1 
Differences ; all the totals’ eee 
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JUNE. 


Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each School. 











‘Naxx oF Senor, 


Mazes. 


Fawans, 


Combined 


Total. 





Palace Street 
George“ 
The Park... 
Victoria Street 
Louisa 


Tune, 1864 .. 


Differences ; all the. totals 
being in favour of 1865, 


713 389] 
649| 861] 


oai+8 


2 
105 | 
170 
245 
81 
102 
198 

1220 

1216 |} 





Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each 


JULY. 








‘Nani oF Scuoor. 





Palace Street 
George ** 
‘The Park 
Viotoria Street 
Louisa 
Centre 
Toho 
Phoebe“ 
Givin’ 


‘Total 
July, 1864 


Ditferonces; the totals eing 
In favoatef 1808 tee} 


268) 1800, 





268 1183, 


145) 4-88) —5 =178 
i 















































|oa81 
251 
|— 


230 
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SEPTEMBER. 
Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each School. 








Nauz oF Senor. 


Manus. 


Faaw 


2. | 


ALES. 


8. |‘Total. 





Palace Street ... 


Louisa 
Centre 
John 
Phoebe 
Givins? 

Totals 
September, 1864 


Differences; being 18 males 
{in favour of 1869 ; and 41 
females in favour of 1864 


4 
43) 
43) 
48) 
68 
49] 
46 
36 


66 
167 | 
106 | 
156 
244 || 
82 
91 
170 
BR 





Average No. of Pi 


sach School. 














Naat oF Sewoot, 


Fam 


| & [tout 


ALS. 


Combined 
Total. 





Palace Street 


Totals 
October, 1864. 





Differences 5 being 50 males 
‘and 80 females: total, 136 























in favour of 1804... 

















40) 196 
100 
42 158 
49) 222 
75 
98 
158 | 
63 || 
178} 1090 
185| 1170 


ral 









































Average No, 


of Pupils in each Division 
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NOVEMBER. 
of each Schoo? 











Maus. Fewanes, 





Palace Streot 
George 
The Park 
Victoria Street 
Louisa + 
Centre 

Tobn 
Phere 
Givins? 





Total 
November, 1864. 


84) 275) 1298 
386) 287/ 1520 | 





"} \ 


Differences,allin favour 
of 1864 





DECEMBER. 


Average No. of Pupils in each Division of each School. 








Manes. Fenaues, 


|. Jota. Ib. 1. 





Palace Street 
George 
The Park.. 
Victoria Street 
Louisa 
Centre 


Differences ; the totals being 
all in favour of 1864 . 


Isai 
FA a 
| 2 
“ 
D 
Fc 
a 


158 
158 
259 

64 
184 
46 


ai 
4) 


oui) 387 1274 


wei) 355 7] 000 
803) aed, 30 18 | 


517] 847 174) 1038 





839 
256 
294 
478 
1g 
235 
274 
185 


287 
baie 




















"05, 





“S910 9 
re 
sav ay, 


oom twn03; 





soyomog 
S910 
Haug aouoxy, 


tog, 





remo 
“Soro Hy 
Laurarg aviv. 





0M O1D20NT 
“£yamoap 
‘mopuANsHO,Y 
Saydooy-oos, 
stony 
£50151 
‘onomay 
00m TE 
“qoog panog 
“x00 PHIL 
“yoo puooag 


-oonog a0 av 





-sompmag 2010, 
“Sujaerg avauyy 





seqdosonma jaye, 
“fqduadoop aerpeuuy 
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TABLE G.—School Libraries 








No. or Vors. 1 Lisnany, ||No,raxen ovr punie Yeas. 





Name ov Sewoor, Depanrwexr, 


Total. Total. 
Male. | Female. 

Palace Street assesses j 2 209 | 629 
George ln 6 iso | 1210 
The Park. 3 429 
Victoria Street 82: 270 
Louisa 3 280 | 1058 
John i : 

Phoebe « 

Givin’ 





Total... 
N.B—ho Palace Street and Gisins Street School Libraries, thou. kept in the Rooms occupied 


bythe Mate Departipents of theso Scheols, are soosble to the ether: Pupils of both tee Maat 
‘emale Departments, ‘The Centre Street Sehocl, consisting of ouly Junior Puyils equives nolisren 





TABLE H.—Comparative Statement of the City Scho 
headings, from 1864 to 1865, both inclusir 








polation. 


‘otal Cost of 
Maintalning the 
Schools 


No. of Teachers, 


City Poy 
‘Cost per Chia per 





4} months £18 

1 y931 
“2011 
« Is7h 
“oT 
“aT 

9 «1998 

30768 | 3 «2408 

5000 346 “ 

49000 

41500 


@! 


1863 
1987 
2 ptt 
0 | 88 2 pu | 915 | a1 
44748 180 | 88 i 
45000 183 7 94 | 
47500 287 | 8 4 | 11 
47500 | 8121 | 2400 5 89 | 10 
47600 | 3248 | 2251 ui 


























APPENDIX I. 


A 


Examination Papers at the Combined Examination, Monday, 
July Vith, 1865. 

In the first or junior, and in the second or intermedinte Division, the exami 
nation was entirely oral; with the exception of one paper, namely, that on 
Arithmetic, in the second or intermediate Division 

Tn the third or senior Division, the examination was conducted altogether in 
writing ; reading, of course, excepted, 


ARITHMETIC. 


2xp Drvistox. 
Falues. 
|. What is meant by the terms. “Notation,” “Arabic Notation,”” and 
“Roman Notation ?”.....+eeee crest 16 
. Write two millions three hundred. and sixty-four thousand three 
hundred and twenty-three, both in Roman and Arabic characters 10 
. 1F 2167290 be divided by 345 and quotient multiplied by 7698, what 
isthe product? .....- < Wavstece 
. How is multiplication proved by casting out the $'s?. 
. Write the tables of land and cloth measure. ..---++ 
. Multiply 67 Ibs. 4 oz. 5 drs. ser. 11 grs. by 975-... - 
vide T1M9 bush. 1 qt. I pt. by 417... 


. A farmer owned 247 acres of land and disposed of it as follows: he 
gave 1a.tz.iTper. fora school site, eold 11 a. 23 per., gave 
21a. 1n to his wife, and divided the remainder equally among 
his three sons: how much did each sonreceive?.. 
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ARITHMETIC. 


Sap Division, 
Values. 


1. Reduce § of 44 of 294 of $4 of an acre to the fraction of § 


of a square yard. sssuvsses« 
2. What is the value of (94 x 8}. 63) ( x 8 ) 


Cire 
3. What is'meant by a “Pure Repetend” and a Mixed C 
lating Decimal?” Express. the following decimals in 
vulgar fractions :-— 
+19347 ; +816 ; and -12345. 
4, Define the terms “ Ratio,” Compound Ratio,” «Simple Pro- 
portion,” and “Compound Proportion” . 10 
5. If 8 men can reap 97 acres in 4 days of 73 hours each, how 
many acres will 14 men reap in'34 days of 93 hours each 20 


6, Extract the square root of 918767, and the cube root of 
1953125 « sesessseene - 20 


100 


DEFINITIONS AND DERIVATIONS. 
3np Divistox, 


Derive and define the following words:— 
Values. 


3, Subjugate.. 
4, Necropolis. 
5. Fortnight, 


10. Atone. 
11, Expatiate 
12: Chivalry. 
13. Paychology -- 
14, Marvellous 

5, Hemisphere. 
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 
Sap Divisiox. 


1. Mention the different kinds of Pronouns, giving-examples. 
2. What is an Adverb?, anaes 
3, The Verb agrees with its subject in numb 
4, Define the Nominative absolute, and the Nominative of address... 
5, Under what conditions only shoald the Subjunetive Mood he used? 10 
6. How many kinds of Subordinate sentences are there? Specify them 
and give examples...... se seca - 10 
1. Distinguish between—This is my friend's fancy, and this is a 
Fancy of my friend's. oe ase -- 10 
8. He eats to live. What is here the fanction of the infinitive? I 
heard him speak. Parse the last word . as -10 
9. Analyse the following passage, and parse the words in Italic 
Cloud-atoms, sparkles of a falling star, 
Dew-drops, or films of gossamer Wwe are 
‘What can the state beyond us be? 
Life @—Death ?—Ah no a greater Mystery ! 
What thought hath not conceived, ear heard, eye seen ; 
Perfect existence from a point begun ; 
Part of what Gop’s eternity hath been : 
Whole immortality belongs to none 
Bat Hn, the first, the last, the Only One! 20 


10, Write down the above passage, arranging the words as in prose... 10 


“00 


GEOGRAPHY. 


np Divistoy, 


1. Define the various branches of Geography... sete 

2, Explain the term oblate spheroid, as applied to the form of the earth. 

3, What proofs can you give of the earth’s sphericity ? 

4, What are the boundaries of Canada?...... 

. Name the Islands and Lakes of S. America ...... nice 

6. Mention the principal Rivers of France, and the towns situated ‘upon 
any of them E Sines scasscurandh 

1. Give the general divisions of N. and of S. America... 

8, Mention the principal Gulfs, Capes, and Rivers of Ttaly -. 

9 Define accurately the geographical position of Florence, Marsailles, 
Cordova, Malaga, Liverpool, Bristol, Birmingham, Chicago, 
Brockville, Detroit, Ottawa .......... 
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HISTORY. 


Bap Divisiox. 


1. Mention the eras into which Modern History has been divided. . 
2. Give the dates of the following events — 
The Plunder of Rome by Alaric 
The Conquest of England by William. 
‘The Signing of Magna Charta by John. 
‘The Invention of Printing. . 
. Who was the first foreigner who reigned at Rome ?.. 
. Give a brief account of the reign of Julian 


5. State the cireumstances which gave rise to the City of Veniee......-. 


State what you know of the personal character of George I. . 


+ For what measures is the reign of William IV. remarkable?. . 


. Give a brief sketch of events during the first two years of Lord Elgin's 
administration in Canada, 


‘Mention the various improvements introduced during 1851....... 


MENSURATION. 


3np Divistox. 


Values, 
. What length of a piece of timber will make one solid foot, being 2 feet 9 
inches deep and 1 foot 7 inches broad 


. What is the capacity of a right eylinder whose height and the circumfer: 
ence of its base are each 20 feet? 


3. The spire of a charch, of a conical form, measures 37. 6992 feet round its 
ase ; what is its solidity, its perpendicular height being 100 feet ?.... 
. What is the content of a hexagonal frastum whose height is 6 feet and the 
side of the greater end 18 inches and of the less 12 inches ? 
. What will the slating of house cost at £1 5s. 6d. % square, the length 
being 43 feet 10 inches, and the breadth 27 feet 5 inches on the flat 
the eaves projecting 16 inches on each side, true pitch ?..... 
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ALGEBRA. 


3np Divistox. 
Values. 
1. Divide a? + ab + 2ac—20' + The—3 ot bya—b + Be... 10 
. Resolve into elementary factors 2° + 62 +5, a' 49a + 20,22 
—S8e4 15,2480 47,and#—10 249 ve 20 
. Find the value of « from the equation jy (20 +7) — 
Qz—1) =1g—Be+4)... inert 080) 
. A bookseller sold 10 books at a certain price, and afterwards 15 
more at the same rate, and at the latter time received 35s, more 
than at the former. What was the price of the book ? 
How much tea at 4s, 6d. must be mixed with 50 Ibs. at 6s, that 
the mixture may be sold at ds. 6d. ? 


GEOMETRY. 
3ep Divistos. 


Values 
|. Draw a straight line, perpendicular to a straight line of unlimited length, 


from a given point without it .... Aes sexgene 10 
. Prove that if from the ends of the side of a triangle there be drawn two 
straight lines to a point within the triangle, these shall be less than the 
other two sides of the triangle, but shall contain a greater angle...... 20 
. Prove that if any side of a triangle be produced, the exterior angle is 
equal to the two interior and opposite angles, and that the three inte- 
ior angles of every triangle are together equal to two right angles. ... 
Prove that in any rightangled triangle the square which is described upon 
the side subtending the right angle is equal to the squares described 
upon the sides which contain the right angle és 
. Prove that in obtuse angled triangles, if'a perpendicular be drawn from 
any of the acute angles to the opposite side produced, the square of the 
side subtending the obtuse angle is greater than the squares of the 
sides containing the obtuse angle, by twice the rectangle contained by 
the side upon which, when produced, the perpendicular falls, and the 


straight line intercepted, without the triangle between the perpendicular 
and the obtuse angle . 





B. 


Lists of Pupils recommended by the Examiners to receive Honours, as the 
result of the Combined Examination, July 11th, 1865; arranged in 
the order of merit. 


I—Third (Senior) Division. 


(eoxs) SonOLARSHIPS. 
William Henry Dean. « Givins’ Street School. 
John George Keeler. . - do. do. 
David Elder.......-- w-sss+ George Street School. 
James Fleming Marshall... do. do. 
James T. Mitchell .... +++ The Park do. 
James Wardlaw : George Street do. 
Frederick Manley. Victoria ao. 


8. A Prize, instead of a Scholarship No. 6; to which he was entitled, but which 
he could not conveniently receive. 
James Matthew. ......+ 4 -s++ Givins’ Street School. 


N.B.—No. 6, having to leave the City, afterwards received a Prize instead of 
a Scholarship. 


CERTIFICATES OF HONOUR. 


John Henry Curran... cesses The Park School. 
William Lovell... weds Louisa Street do. 


No. 9, being next in order of Merit, afterwards received a Scholarship in 
place of No. 6. 


(cris) Prizes. 


Maria Jones... Phosbe Street School. 
Jennie Spink. George do. do. 
Christina Kenney veves Louisa do, do 

. Margaret Matthew 4 seee+ Givins’ do. do. 
Bllon Harney .........+++ +. Louisa Street School. 
Henrietta Williams Victoria do. do. 
Susanna E, Foster . . s+ Louisa do, dow 
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CERTIFICATES OF HONOUR. 


8, Mary Maugham . Victoria Street School. 
9% Augusta Roddy........ sees George do. do. 


‘Second (Senior) Division, 


The Park School and John Street Female Departments. 


Sarah Hawthorne . ‘The Park Sohool. 
. Elizabeth Ryrie..... = do. do. 


CERIFICATE OF HONOUR, 


Georgina Morris. seeseeees ohn Street School. 
Palace Street School. 


PRIZES. 


John Treloar, = Palace Street School. 
William Stuart Gill . cesses do do. do, 


T1.—Second (Intermediate) Division. 


Henry Haris. sesess+ The Park School. 


William Munro. 3 sisss++ Victoria Street School, 
Frederick Wood. ...... sees The Park 

Jobn Hampden Day . sese George Street 

Joseph Dawson. ++ Vietoria do, 

Thomas M. Smit cesses George do. 
Georgina Winsor ......... seeee Victoria do. 


CERTIFICATES OF HONOUR, 


8, William Henry Elliot......... = Louisa Street 


9, § Hyman Miller. : do. 
* (Alexander 'T. Middleton... isa do. 


10. Rowland Carter. do. 


Bessie Clyne. ... George do. 
1. | Jem Roberson, IIIT Victoria do. 





1V.—First (Junior) Division. 


PRIZES. 


Henrietta Lavallee. .. pe s+ George Street School, 
g, § John Townson wee dor do, do. 
Matilda MeLean ---., : wh do. do. dow 
‘Emma Farragher. Hass + do. do. dow 
‘ohn Whiteside ..<-. IIT Victoria Street do, 
‘Thomas Greer ....... » The Park do. 
Helen Patton. x TIN Victoria Street do. 
Henry Bright. 2 » The Park do. 
{inks Salter. . IT] Centre Street do. 
‘Cathatine Robinson. - DIN Phebe do. 


CERTIFICATES OF HONOUR. 


James Thomson .-. 2... 02+ Louisa do. do. 
Margaret. Ross TINT Contre do. do. 
Sarah E. Love. . Victoria Street, School. 

1.4 William Louder 1 “TTI Centre do, do. 
John Cudhie . s Phoebe do. do. 


blag Benson......- = George Street School 


Palace and Givins’ Street Schools. 


PRIZES. 


. Jannet Henderson. Givins’ Street School. 


Skane Low... Palace do. do. 
. | Ann Wright. . Givin’ do. do. 
‘Arthur Boyd a J do. do. do. 


" ie McLaughlin . aeeeacae Palace Street School. 
* {Emma Lane. hee do. do, do, 
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© 
Summary of Certificates of Honour for Regularity and Punctuality 
Of Atiendance, hc. granted to Pupils in the sevéval Public Schools, 

at the Summer Examination, 














Nines or Sonor. || nates [rematen| ott 





Palace Street i A 15 
George 43 
The Park z a4 
Victoria Street. a ssiec 29 
Donia 4 recsnrcne 72 
Centre aa ws 1 
John « " 29 
Phoebe « ‘ 3 iL 
Giving «TT : 10 


Total i ‘ 244 





Summary of Certificates of Honour for Regularity and Punctuality of 
Altendance, de, granted to Pupils in the several Public Schools, at 
the Winter Examination, 








‘Naot oF Scoot, Males, | Females | ota. 


Palace Street sss 
George « 

The Park 

‘Victoria Street. 
Louisa 

Centre 

Tobn 

Phoobe 

Giving 





Total .. 
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‘Standard for the Attainments of the Pupils in the respective Divisions of 
the City Public Schools, having reference to the transfer of Pupils 
‘from a Lover to a Higher Division, and to the Periodical Combined 
‘Examination of Selected Pupils. 

READING AND SPELLING. 
Division 1—Ist and 2nd National Reader. 
( 9.—Sequel to 2nd and 3rd National Reader. 
©  3,—4th and 5th National Reader. 
Sullivan's Spelling Book superseded. 
Y.B.—Pupils in 3rd Division to be exercised in Spelling, by means of Dictation. 











IL—WRITING. 
Division 1.—Popils in 2nd Reader to write on Slates, to the extent of combining 
‘three letters without capitals. 
9A plain text hand, including capitals and figures. 
& 3,—A good commercial hand. 
TIL—ARITHMETIC. 
Division 1.—Notation and Numeration, to nine places of figures. Simple 
‘Addition and Subtraction. ‘The Multiplication Table. Simple 
Multiplication as far as by 12; and Simple Division (Long 
Division excepted). 
4 2.—Sangster’s Elementary Arithmetic, to page $0 inclusive, 
«The remainder of Sangster's Elementary Arithmetic. 
IV.—ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 
Division 2.—Lennio's Grammar, to the end of Etymology ; (page 52 inclusive). 
‘The parsing of simple sentences. 

& 3,—Lennio's Grammar, to the end of Syntax; page 164 inclusive). 
‘The parsing of simple and compound sentences. Analysis of 
sentences, to be communicated by ‘Teachers, avcording to 
Morell. 











‘V.—GEOGRAPHY. 


Division 1.—General Definitions, illustrated by the Map of the World. 


In addition to the foregoing, an acquaintance with the Maps of 
Burope, Asia, Aftica, and America, to the extent of the coun 
‘ries they contain, their capitals, and their principal rivers, 
Jakes, and mountains; also, Johnston's Map of the British 

North American Provinces, their chief cities, and their prin- 

cipal rivers, lakes, and mountains, 











e 








117 


Division 3.—General Definitions and Outlines, according to Campbell's 
Geography and Atlas; also, Outlines of the Geography of 
British North America, illustrated by Jobnston’s Map. 


‘VIL—HISTORY. 


Division 2.—Edwards’ Summary of English History, to page 40, (the Houses 
of York and Lancaster) inclusive. 

“  3,—Ancient and Modern History, in alternate years, according to the 
5th National Reader. Edwards’ Summary of English History, 
from page 41 inclusive to the end. Outlines of the History of 
British North America, to be communicated by Teachers, 
according to Boyd. 


‘VIL.—MENSURATION. 


Division 3.—Text Book; National Treatise. ‘The whole of Sections Ist and 
2nd. Section 3rd, (Conic Sections,) omitted. Section 4th to 
Problem 13, inclusive. Also, from page 144 to page 164, on 
 Artificer’s Work.” 


VIIL.—ALGEBRA. 








Division 3.—Colenso’s Algebra, to Simple Equations, inclusive. 
IX.—GEOMETRY. 


Division 3.—Ist and 2nd Book of Euclid. 





N.B.—The Stady of Subjects VIL, VIIL, and IX., is optional, but credit will 
be given at the Combined Examination for proficiency in them, which will be 
taken into account in the award of Grammar School Scholarships. 








X.—BOOK-KEEPING. 
Instead of the last named three subjects, or, in addition to them, Bookkeeping 


may be taken by any Senior Pupil, at the wish of his parent or guardian. The 
National Book keeping to be used for this purpose. 


Vocal Music and Drawing are regarded rather as School Recreations than as 
‘School Work to be required. 


JAMES PORTER, 
Local Superintendent, 


Sanctioned by “Board of School Trustees,” as revised and amended, October 
U1, 1861, and June 6, 1865. 
z 











F. 
Books, de. required for the use of Pupils in the respective Divisions of the 
Public Schools of the City of Toronto. 


‘See School Regulations, No.5, page 6, and No.2, page 1. 
FIRST DIVISION. 
Ast National Reader. 
2nd National Reader. 
A Slate. 
SECOND DIVISION. 
Sequel to 2nd National Reader. 
3rd National Reader, 
A Slate. 
‘A Copy Book. 
Sangster’s Elementary Arithmetic, 
Lonnie's English Grammar. 
Edwards’ Summary of English History. 


THIRD DIVISION. 
4th National Reader. 

5th National Reader. 

Sullivan's Spelling-book Superseded. 

A Slate. 

‘A Copy Book. 

Sangster’s Elementary Arithmetic. 
‘Lennie’s English Grammar. 
Campbell's Geography and Atlas. 
‘Hawards’ Summary of English History. 


FOR PUPILS IN MATHEMATICS. 
National Treatise on Mensuration. 
Golenso's Algebra. 
Euclid’s Elements. 

FOR PUPILS IN BOOK-KEEPING. 
‘The National Book-keeping. 


JAMES PORTER, 
Locat Superintendent. 


Sanctioned by Board of School Trustees, October 11, 1861, and June 6, 1865. 
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APPENDIX III. 


Secretary's Abstract Statement of the Estimated Cost of Maintaining 
City Schools, for the year 1865. 


1. Annual Interest, at 6 per cent., on permanent Investment of say 
‘$89,280, for the 9 School Sites, Buildings and School Furniture, 
e. s tees 


35,356 

2. Annual estimate as the average expense of dilapidations, repairs 
to Buildings &¢.. i e a 

3. Salaries of Superintendent, Secretary, and 40 Teachers ; pay- 
‘ments to Auditors and Examiners ; and allowances to 10 Care- 

takers (10 schools and I office) 

. Rents and Taxes .... 

5. Election expenses....-... . 

Coal, wood, and cutting wood (winter 1864—65) 

. Insurances on 8 School Buildings, Furniture, &¢......+ +++ 

. Printing and Advertising ; Maps; Prize Books; Pens, Ink and 
Stationery for the Schools; and Stationery for the Board and 
the Offices. . oe 

. Miscellaneous expenses .. 


APPENDIX IV. 


Secretary's Statement of the estimated value of the School Premises, Sites 
and Buildings, belonging to the Board of Trustees, of the City of 
Toronto, the 31st December, 1865, namely 

Ward of Saint { The Park School...........  $8,25 Net 
aril | George Se. de ees eee Uy 

Ward of Saint Lawrence—Palace Street School...... . 0-00 

Ward of Saint James—Victoria Street School..........-- 16,000 00 

Louisa Street School......... 9,000 00 

Ward of Saint } Addition tosame.......---. 1,881 60 

John ‘Additional School’ Site, Eliza 31,061.50 
beth and Sayer Streets |...... 1,280 00 


Ward of Saint § Phoebe Street School ....... 15,000 00 
Patrick {Gitar Street do. 3,350 00 18,350.00 


Ward of Saint George—John Street School........+ 16,250 00 
Total : ie - $84,111 60 
The same being exclusive of inside fittingsup, Furniture and School Appa- 
ratus, de. 
Certified, G. A. BARBER, 


Seonsrany, 
Toronto, January, 1866. B.S. T. 
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APPENDIX V. 


Annual Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for Common School Pur- 
poses, City of Toronto, for the Year ending December 3lst, 1865. 
Published by the Board of School Trustecs for said City, as required by 
Statute. 

Ixcown For 1865. 

Balance over from 1864, as per Tast published Statement . -- $2,277 71 

Legislative Appropriation for 186: 3,453.00 

Municipal Assessment, as per School Estimates, of 1865 23,000 00 


‘Total Income, 1865.. $28,730 71 


Exrenprrurr vor 1863. 


1. Salaries for the yoar, namely — 
21+Regular Teachers, Male Department. ..... $8,385 45 
a “Female Department... 5,494 54 


Occasional Teachers........+++++ 141 00 
$14,020 9 


Local Superintendent, (Rev. Jas. Porter). 1,200 00 
Secretary to the Board (Mr. G. A. Barber) 600 00 
Caretakers, Schools, Offices, and Board Room.. - 705 50 
‘Pwo Examiners, $40; two Auditors, $20 .. 60 00° 


$16,586 49 
2, Rents and Taxes, viz — 
‘The two Offices and Board Room, $160} and 
taxes on the same, $36 ; - $196 00 
Centre Street Auxiliary School, Ward of St. 
John E axe 140 00 


3, Instalments on School Sites ; with Interest on the 
same, and on School Mortgages, via:— 
first Instalment, $256; and Interest, $102 40 
‘ou Principal, new Site Ward St. John..... $368 40 
Conveyancing charges forthe above........--. 81 50 
John Street School Mortgage : 180 00 
Louisa Street “ = $80; and Commission 
on renewal of same for afurther period $30 110 00 
—— 85.90 


Carried forward ....1.ccscreeeeueeeee $17,608 39 





121 


Brought forward... $17,608 39 
4. Insurances on Schoo! Buildings and Furniture, viz: 
British America Company ..... cesses 8132 30 
Timperial (London) Co'y .. - 8705 
Royal (London and Liverpoa,¢ Coy. : 6250 
Western Co’y Canada. ... - 435 


6. Fuel for the Schools and Offices, viz: 
Coal, 1865... $428 52 
Wood, 1865. 4 + 619 25 
‘Sawing Wood, 1865... 178 08 


1225 85 
6. Printing, Advertising, Prize Books, Maps, and Sta- 


tionery for the Schools, the Board and Offices, 
Guardian Office, Printing School Report. $57 64 
H. Rowsell, Stationery, Printing, &e. 200 15 
Department Public Instruction... 63 43 
Globe, Advertising and Printing. cesses 05.88 
Leader, Advertising é 40 50 
Buntin Bros, Pens for Scholars - 1 eT 
Bibles, $9 32; Lithographing $20 00. 29 32 

Engraving Labels, $3 50; Mounting Lessons 
$6 55 ; Miscellaneous, $4 75... 14 80 


‘7, Repairs to School Buildings, &., via.i— 

A. Gresulees, Contract for general repairs .... $752 70 
Insurance, Carpenter’s Risk, 1 month, ditto... 72 25 
Gundry & Langley, Architects’ Commission, ditto 43 10 
A Greenlees, sundry miscellaneous repairs .... 36 67 
Boxall Bros., Stove, Stovepipes, 4412 
C, Reed, $28.80; R. Bell, $8.90; Glazing 37 70 
N. Piper, Pails, Drinking Cups, &. .. - 2095 
W, Faircloth, Painting, Palace Street School 11 50 
W. D. Carlyle, Alterations Palace Street School 

and sundry miscellaneous repairs... 82 
J. Morphy, Stove and Pipes, Palace Street School 09 
Clock, Phoebe Street School, $6.50; Repairs to 

Clocks, $5.25; Thermometers, $3.00 .... 5 
Repairs to Pumps, $5.15; Repairs to Fences, 

Gates, Locks, &e., $8.75 ; Hardware, $9.97 23 87 
Sundry miscellaneous small repairs, and School 

Requisites .. meas. SRST 

——— 86 33 


Carried forward... . ea 
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Brought forward. . J. +es + $20,878 91 


8. Miscellaneous, vi 
Election School Trustees... 50 
Furniture, $13 96; Lectares $14 70. 66 
Gas account, Board Room, &e. ee 60 
Postage, Drawer and Stamps . é 64 
Cab-hire and Sundries. . i 0 
Sundry small requisites. . % 95 
241 05 


‘Total General Expenditure, 1865. - $21,119 96 
9. School Debentures, Sinking Fund, and Interest, 1865......... 5,251 50 


Total Expenditure . ceseees $26,371 46 


Balance to Credit School Fund, lat Jan, 1866. . $2,359 25 


Toronto, Jatuary, 1866, 


G. A. BARBER, 
Secrerary, B.S.T. 


SAMUEL SPREULL, 
WILLIAM R, ORR, 
Auprrors. 


























